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MAny Gentlemen having defired to have 
s tbis Book in a larger Printj I J bom as 
Hdrrifbt? do promife to print it on the fame 
Chara&er of this Propofal, on very good Paper, 
on the following Terms ; viz. at tod. per Book, 
They that fubfcribe for Six, (hall have one gratis, 
and they that fubfcribe for twelve, (hall have 
three gratis. All \ that fubfcribe, to pay one 
half down, and the other half upon the Delive- 
ry of the Book or Books. All Gentlemen that 
are willing to encourage fo very ufeful and ne- 
ceflary a Book, are defired to fend in their Sub- 
fcriptions with all Speed that the Book may be 
the fooner printed. 
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Hereas John flow. Printer, and John taker , Bookfcller, 
have printed and publilhed, as Partners, a Book call'd 
An Appeal to thy Confcience^ which they call an Anfwer 
to this Book? This is to give Notice that the faid Book, or 
pretended Anfwer, hath not one Word of Anfwer contain'd in 
the fame, and that the aforefaid Book was printed above Sixty 
Years fince; and that the Sincerity of the Author of the faid Ap- 
feal y may be known, as well as the prefent Publifhers of the faid 
TBook, I have here fet down fome of the Author's own Words $ 
|n Page 15. viz. [ " Obfervabje it is, that throughout the wbol* 
11 Scripture, we read not of any King that was chofen by the 
u Voice of the People.] Now let the World judge what Credit 
Ought to be given to that Book which hath fuch a notorious Fal- 
fity in it : And feveral other as notorious Falfities are contain'd 
iA the aforefaid Book, which for Brevity Sake I omit. 



• The JUDGMENT of 

Whole Kingdoms and Nations, 

. . Concerning the 

Rights, Power, and Prerogative 

KINGS, 

A N D T H E 

Right f, Priviledget, and Properties 

OF THE 

P E O P L E: 

* SHEWING, 
The Nature of Government in general, both ftom God and Man. 

An Account of the Britifb Government, and the Rights and Privitedges of the 
People in the Time ot the Saxons, and fince the Conqueft. Toe Government 
which God ordain'd over the Children of Ifrael \ and that all Magistrates and 
Governors proceed from the People, by many Examples of Scripture ajid Hi- 
ttory, and the Duty of Magiftrares from Scripture and Reafon. Nine Emperors, 
and above fifty Kings deprived for their evil Government The Rights of the 

' People and Parliament of Britain, to reft ft and deprive their Kings for evil 
Government, by King Henry' $ Charter, and .by many Examples* 

The Prophets and ancient fews, Strang' rs to aofblutc Paffive Obedience: Re- 
filling of arbitrary Government is allow'd by fcveral Examples in Scripture* 
and by undeniable Reafon. 

A large Account of the Revolution ; with the Names and Proceedings of Tea 
JBifliops, and above Sixty Peers, concern d in the Revolution before King fames 
went out of England. . 

Several Declarations in Queen Eli^abetV% Time of the Clergy in Convocation* 
and the Parliament who affiftedt and JLifiificd the Scotch, French and Dutch* 
in reflfring of their evil Princes. 
i ' , ■ , . — — 1 | -, „ 

Jiecommended as proper to be \ep in all Families, that their Children Children nt0 
know tbe Birtb-rigbt, Liberty and Property belonging t* an EngUfli-rnan. 

Written by a true Lover of the Queen and Country, who wrote in the Year 
16*89. io Vindication of the Revolution, in a Challenge to all facdites, which 
was anfoer d and Printed with a Reply annex'd to it} and who wrote in 
the Year 1600. again't abfolute Paffive Obedience, and in Vindication of the 
Revolution j in a Challenge to Sir JR. I' Eftrange, Dr. Sberloc\ y and eleven other 
Divines i to which no Anlwer ever was made, which Challtnges aid Anlwer are 
to be leen in the firft Volume of State Traces in Folio, Printed in the Year 1705; 
who now challenges Dr. Hickh Dr. *Atterbury % Dr. Welton, Mr. Milboume, 
Mr. Higgins, Mr, Lejley, Mr. Cottier, Mr. Wbaley of Oxford, and the great 
Champion, Dr. SacbevereU, or any facobUe in Great Britain to anfwer this Book . 

The Third Edition corrected, with Additions. 

■ " ' i ■ ■ • i 

&>ndon : Printed for, and fold by T. Htrrifon, at the Wcfl Comer of the Roytl- 
JSxcbtnge, in Cornhill* 1710. Price (litch'd 4 d. and- Bound jq a£ 
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T HE 

JUDGMENT 

Of Whole 

Kingdoms and Nation s, &c* 

% i. ^^~>|Overnment in general, as otdain'd and inflituted 
m by God, is circurafcribed and limited by him to 

B be exercifcd according to tbe Lavs of Nature, ixt 

M Subferviency to his own Glory, and the Benefit of 
Mankind. All Rulers are conhn'd by the Almigh- 
ty and fupreme Sovereign, to exert their governing Power tor th* 
promoting his Service and Honour, and to exercue their Autho- 
rity for the Safety, Welfare, and Profperity of thofe over whom 
they are eftablifhed. Tho* there were no previous Compass and 
Agreement$i>etween Princes and People as to thefe, yet Princet 
wou'd be oblig'd to obferve 'em,forafmuch as they are fettled and 
determined by the Law and Appointment of the divine Legiilator, 
and of the univerfal Sovereign. Whofoever therefore rerufeth to 
govern, in Subordination unto, and for God, and in order to the 
Protection and Benefit of the Community, ceafeth to anfwer the 
T. nds unto which Magiftracy was inftituted.and for which retloral 
Authority is eilablifhed over, and among Men. Nor is it in the 
Choice or Power of any Society, at their ereding the Forms of 
Government under which they are contented to live, and at theit 
nominating the Perfons to whom they commit the Right of admi- 
niftring Juftice towards, and over tbemfelves,and of withftanding 
and avenging Injuries offered them by others, to enlarge and ex- 
tend the Power ot thofe whom they confUtute their Rulers, beyond 
the Limits and Boundaries by which God hath dated and confined 
Magiftrates in the Charter of Nature end Revelation. Tho' Peo- 
ple may both then, and afterwards abridge themfelves, as they 
think meet, in things under their own Dilpofal, and either con* 
traft or enlarge the. Ruler's Power, in reference to what they have 
a Right to retain or depart from, for, the real or imagined Benefit 
of the Community ^ yet they can no ways interpofe in the difpo* 
fal of the Rights which belong unto God, and which he hath in* 
cotnmunicably referved to himfelf; nor can they confer thofe 
meafures and degrees of Authority noon thoft whom tbey cleft 
wd advance toMariftracy, which God hath antfccdcntly preclu- 

B ded 
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dei the one from beftowing", and the other from receiving. For 
Example, no Body, or Society of Men, can transfer a Power unto 
thofe whom they feleft and fet .apart from among themfelves to 
be Rulers over the Community ; by Virtue whereof thofe veiled 
with Magiftratical Authority, can withdraw their Subjects from 
their Allegiance to God, or act arbitrarily inprefecribing and im- 
pofing what Religion they pleafe, or dcftroy the raeaneft Perfon, 
laving upon a previous Crime, and a juft Demerit. 

% z. If o Man of common Senfe can imagine, that at the firil 
Propagation of Mankind, there were fuch Governments as are 
amongft us at this time. But in thofe Times each Father, with- 
out being fubjed to any fuperior Power, govern' d his Wife, Chil- 
dren and Servants according to his Will and Pleafure. Now it 
feems very probable, that even at the Time of the Deluge thea 
was noMagiftracy or civil Conftitution, but that the Government 
was lodg'd only in each Father of his tamily : For it is fcarce to 
be imagin'd, that fuch abominable Diforders fliould have been in- 
troduced, where the Power of Magiftracy and Laws was exercis'd; 
and it is obfervable, that after once the Rules of Government 
were conilituted, we do not find Mankind in general, run into 
fuch Enormities, of which God Almighty was oblig'd to purge 
the World by an univerfal Punifhment. Puffcndorfs Introduction 
to theHiilory of Europe, p. T. 

% 2 . Now God having, in the Inftitution of Magiftracy con- 
fined fuch as {hall be chofen Rulers, within no other Limits, in re- 
ference to our civil Concerns, fave that they are to govern tor the 
Good of thofe over whom they come to be eflablifhed \ it remains 
free and entire to the People at their firft Ereftion of, and SubmilTi- 
on to Government, to prefcribe and define what fhall be theMea- 
fures and Boundaries of the publick Good, and unto what Rules 
and Standard thcMagiftrate fhall be retrained, in order to his de- 
fending and promoting the Benefit of the Society of which he is 
created the civil and political Head. And every one being equally 
Mailer of bis own Property and Liberty, antecedently to their 
Agreement with one another, and to the Compact of the Univer- 
fality, or at leaft of the Majority with him, or thofe whom they 
call to rule over them^ it evidently follows, that thofe who come 
to be cloathed with Magiftracy, can lay claim to no more Au- 
thority over the Liberty, or pretend to no more Right in and over 
the Property of that Body Politick, than what the Community 
conferr d upon them, and doth voluntarily diveft themfelves of, 
upon the Profped of the Advantages arifing to them from their 
living in Societies, and under Magittrates. We muft fuppofe all 
Mankind to have been infatuated, if they fhould have fubraitted 
themfelves to the Jurifdiftion of one who had no antecedent Right 
to command them, ineerly in order to their being in a worfe Con- 
dition than they previoufly were.. And therefore feeing the Pow*- 
er, Extent and Latitude of the Magiftrate's Power muft owe it's 
Original to fome Grant of the People, it is incumbent upon him 
to prove and juftifie the foveral Degrots and Meafuies of Authori- 
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ty and Prerogative which he pretends to claim. And what he can- 
not derive from fome Conceflion of the Society, muft be acknow 
ledg'd to remain ftill veiled in the People, as their refcrved Pri- 
vilege and Right. And whatever injurious Power he allumes and 
cxercifes over 'em, which he cannot prove their Surrender of from 
themfelves unto him, argues not only his departing from the Com- 
pact betwixt him and the Community, by virtue whereof he was 
ordained and created their Ruler, but it renders him guilty of aji 
Invafion upon the Rights of the whole Society, and upon every 
individual Member of it. Force or Conqueft give no juft nor le- 
gal Title over a People, by which the Conqueror becomes their 
Maeiftrate, until they, by fome Confent, either tacit, or explicit, 
declare their fuhrnnTion to, and acquiefcence in him, upon the beft 
Terms which they can obtain, and that he is willing £o grant. 
And as no civil Government is lawful, but what is rounded upon 
Compact and Agreement between thofe chofen to govern, and 
them who condescended to be governed } fo the Articles upon 
: which they firft ftipulate. the one with the other, become the Fun- 
damentals of the tetpeftiveConftitutions of Nations, and togethef 
with fuptradded positive Laws, are both the Limits of the Ruler's 
Authority, and the Meafures of the Subje&s Obedience. To ex- 
tend the Governor's Right to command, and Subject's Duty to 
obey, beyond the Laws of ones Country, is Treafon againft the 
Conftitution, and Treachery to the Society whereof we are Mem-, 
bers: And to difiblve the Tyes by which Princes {land confined, 
-and overthrow the Hedges by which the referved Rights, Privile- 
ges and Properties of the Subjects are fenced about, tempts every 
Prince to become a Tyrant, and to make all his Subje&s Slaves. 
All previous Agreements, Stipulations and Laws, are made infig- 
nificant by that pernicious and adulatory Do&rine of Non-refiftance, 
when our Rights are arbitrarily invaded, and the Conftitution and 
Government openly attacked : Such a Doftrine tricks and cheats 
thofe that were antecedently free, into a Noofe, and Stale of 
Thraldom and Bondage, under the fpecious and gilded Pretence of 
the divine Rights of Princes. 

4. As it is by Virtue* of Compacts, Stipulations, Compro* 
TTufes and Agreements, that ail legal Governments have their Ori- 
ginal and Eftablifhment, that various and diftinft Forms obtain in 
different Countries , and that a Title and Right to exercife Autho- 
rity, and the Method of arriving at it, is provided for aru? uro*- 
cur*d, fo every Subject's Allegiance is firft owing to the Conftitu- 
tion, and to the Ruler only, in the Force and virtue of what every 
Member of the political Society is bound unto, by the Terms of 
the original Paft and Settlement. Abftrafting from theConftitu- 
tion, and the Obligations which lays us under, no Man can chal- 
lenge a Right of commanding us, nor do we owe him *ny Dnty 
of Subjection and Obedience. Whofoevcr he be that, under a Pre- 
tence of being confti tut ed Sovereign, does invade and fubvert the 
fundamental Laws of the Society , he does thereby, ipfo fa8o, annul 
all tlie legal Right he had to govern, and abfolves all, who tfera 
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before his Subje&s, frtra the legal Engagements they were under 
of yielding him Obedience; fothat the immediate and natural Ef- 
fect of a Prince's claiming what the Rules of the Conftitution are 
fo far from enti holing him unto, that they preclude him from it, is 
the depriving himfelf of all right to claim any thing,and a resto- 
ring of the People to their State and Condition of primitive Free- 
dom; of which, as they only divefted themfelves by and upon the 
Terms of the Conftitution, fo they did not depart from it any 
longer than that fhould be kept lacred and inviolable, nor any 
further than was covenanted and ftipulated in, and by the Terms 
and Agreements therein fpecified and contained. And feeing it 
proceeds from the Efficacy of the forementionM Contracts, that one 
Perfon becomes advanced from the common Level to the Title and 
Authority of a Sovereign, and that all others are, by their own 
Confent, put into the Condition of Subjeds there doth aitfe from 
thence, not only a mutual Relation betwixt him that governs, 
and them that are governed ; but the firft and higheft Treafon ia 
that which is committed againft the Conftitution, and fuch 
Crimes againft tht Perfon and Dignity of the fupreme Magiftrate, 
are only made and declared to be fo, by reafon of the Capacity he 
is put into by the Conftitution, of preferving and defending the 
Society, and becaufe it is needful, in order to the Peace, Welfare, 
and Safety of the Community, that he fhould be covered from all 
Danger,and rendred facred in hisPerfon,and inviolable in his re- 
gal Honour, while he anfwereth the Truft which the People, upon 
their aifembling and uniting into a Body Politick, committed un- 
to him, and does neither depart from the eflential and fundamen- 
tal Terms of the original Compaft, nor from their neceflary Provi- 
iions afterwards added, and ena&ed for preferving the Government 
in its primitive State and Frame. So that they neither are, nor 
can be Traytors who endeavour to preferve and maintain the Con- 
stitution} but they are the Traytors who defign and purfue the Sub- 
version of it 5 they are the Rebels that go about to overthrow the 
Government of their Country, whereas fuch as feek to fupport 
and defend it, are the truly loyal Perfons, and do aft conformable 
to the Ties and Obligations of Fealty. Nor is it meerly the firft 
and higheft Treafon in it felf, that a Member of a political Socie- 
ty is capabU of committing, to gp about to fubvert the Conftitu- 
tion ; but it is alfo the greateft Treafon he can perpetrate againft 
the Perfon, Crown and Dignity of tthe King; for fuch an Endea- 
vour both annuls and vacates all his Title to Superiority over 
thofe above whom ht was exalted from the common Level, by 
virtue of the Conftitution, and deprives him of all rightful and le- 
gal Claim of re&oral Authority over the Society, bydeftroying 
the alone Foundation upon which it was erected, and by which he 
became vefted with it. By cancelling the Charter from which he 
deriveth and holdeth his governing Power, he not only makes his 
Title to Sovereignty precarious, but renders every Claim of that 
kind, and every Challenge of governing the Community, to be an 
bivafion and Ufurpatiou. 

If. j. 
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5. To all which I will only further add under this Head, that 
as all legal Government is founded upon a mutual Stipulation 
and Compact, fo thefirft and moil abfolute Obligation ariungrrom 
this Agreement, lies upon the Prince towards the People ; whereas 
the Fealty and Duty, which by the faid Contrail and Covenant 
they bind and engage themfelves unto towards him, is in order 
but fecondary and conditional. Whenever any Perfon is chofeg 
from the reft of the Society, and raifed toKingfhip upon a forego- 
ing and previous Contract with the Community, he becomes upon 
the very accepting it bound abfolutely, and without Referve, to 
govern them according to the Terms and Meafures which they 
have agreed and ilipulated, and to rule them by -the Tenor of the 
Laws, unto which they have circumfcribed and confined $im. 
Whereas all the Obedience and Fealty which they, who, by that 
Agreement have render'd themfelves Subjects, owe unto their or- 
dained and created Sovereign, do derive their obligatory Power over 
them, and become due unto him, upon his governing them accor- 
ding to the concerted and Hipulated Conditions, and his prcfer- 
ving unto them their referved Privileges, Liberties and Rights. 
S % 6. As Great BriUin has been the moll provident and careful of 
all Countries in referving to it felf, upon the firft Inilitution of, 
and Submiflion to Regal Government, all fuch Rights, Privileges, 
Liberties, as were neceflary to render it either reaown'd, and ho- 
nourable abroad, or fafc, happy, and profperous at home $ fp it 
hath, with a Courage and Magnanimity peculiar unto it, main- 
tained its Privileges, and Liberties thro' a long Series of Ages, 



^ , and 

either re-affur'd and fecur'd them by new and fuperadded Laws t 
when there were Endeavours to undermine and fupplant them, ox 
elfc hath vindicated them with a generous Courage, even to the 
Depofition arid Abdication of treacherous, ufurping and tyran- 
nical Princes, when more jjentle, mild and Senatonan Methods 
were found weak and ineffiftual to cover and protect them to 
themfelves, and to convey and tranfmit them to fuch as were to 
come after. The People of Britain have the fame Title to, and 
Security tor the Enjoyment of their Liberties and Properties, that 
our Kings have to their Crowns, or for Defence of the Regal Dig* 
nity. For as they can plead nothing for what they enjoy or claim 
as Kings, but fundamental and potitive Laws ; fo the Subje&s In- 
terest in his Liberty and Property is convey'd unto him, by the 
lame Terms and Chanels, and fenced about with the fame Hedges 
and Pales, f Horn tells us in his Mirror, Chap, i. That the Saxons 
having fut an end to the Hef tardy, by veafon of the continual 
Wars that attended the Reining of fo many Kings in fo narrow a 
Compafs of Land, they ehofe themfelves one Kiig to maintain and 
defend their Perfons and Goods in Peace, hy Rules of Law, and made 
him fwear, that be Jhould be obedient to fujfer Right as well as his 
People Jbould be. For according to firaaon, Lib. j, C. 9. The whole 
Power of the King of England is to do Good, and not to do Hurt\ 
vor can he do any thing as a King but what he can legally do* 
And as we knpw no King, but a King by Law^ fo we are affured 
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by Fortefcue, Lib. x. c. 8. and 3. 0 9. TJ) at he governs not hu 
People by a Regal and an Jbfolute Power, , hit ty & Politick, i. e . 
ty a Limited Legal Power, Hence our Princes were and are 
bound to fwear at their Coronation, That they would govern ac- 
cordhig to Law, and peferve unto them all their Cuftoms and Fran- 
chifes, (Stat, of Provil. 25. Ed. 3.) Nor can we have a clearer 
Evidence of the legal Extent of the King's Authority, and of the 
Dimenfion of the Obedience which the Subject is bound unto, 
than that which we have in the Oath of Fealty, tbrmerly taken 
by the Subjed , namely, That hejbouldbe obedient to all the King's 
Laws, and to every Precept and Procefs proceeding from the fame. 
(Wilkigs's Treat, Coron. &c. CourtrLcet, &c. p. 140.) Nor is 
that unworthy our Obfervation, which Hen. I. writ to the Pope, 
when attack'd by him about the Matter of Inveftitures, viz. 
That li£ could not diminijh the Rights either of the Crown or of the 
Kingdom, and that if he Jhould he jo abjeS and mean as to attempt 
it, the Barons and People of England reprefented in Parliament wouU 
ftot allow or permit it. 'Tis upon this Account affirm' d of an En- 
glijb King, That he can do no Wrong, hecavfe he can do nothing but 
what the Law impowers him. For tho' he hath all things fubje&ed 
to his Authority, while he ads according to Law, yet there is 
Nothing left to his arbitrary Will. The feveral Charters, especi- 
ally that filled Ifte Great Charter, in and by which our Rights ftand 
fecured, fworn and entaii'd unto us, and to our Poflerity ; were 
not the Grants and Conceffions of our Princes, but Recognitions 
of what we have referv'd unto our felves in the original Inftitutf- 
on of our Government, and of what had always appertain M unto 
us by common Law and immemorial Cuttoms. And tho' thefe 
Privileges and Liberties came to be more diflin&ly expreffed and 
fignally ratiry'd in the Great Charter, than they had been before $ 
yet they had not only been acknowledged and tranfmitted down 
in the Laws of Edward the Confeffor, as the Birth-right of every 
Englijbman ; which alfo, William, the lirft Norman King ratified as 
fiich : But they had long before been collected into a Body by 
King Edgar the Saxon, and were only revis'd, repeated and con- 
firm'd by the Confeffor. But amongil all the Rights and Privileges 
appertaining unto us, that of having a Share in the Legiflation, 
and being to be govern'd by fuch Laws as we our felves fhall chufe, 
is the mod fundamental and eilential, as well as the moll advanta- 
geous and beneficial : For thereby we are enabled to make fuch 
iucceflive and continual Provisions, as to the Prefervation of the 
Society, and the promoting either the temporal or eternal Welfare 
of the Subject, fhall be found needrul or expedient. And as by our 
being polieifed of fo great a Portion of the Legillative Power, and 
by our having a Right by feveral pofttive Laws to annual Parlia- 
ments; we can both relieve our felves from and againft every thing 
that either threatneth, endangereth, or oppreffsth us, and rurnifh, 
and accommodate the whole Community with all legal Succours 
and Means that are neceffary for Peace, Prefervation and Profperi- 
ty 5 fo herein lies our fi&rul Advantage and Felicity, that what 
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we become interefted in by a pofitive and Statute Law, it doth 
thereby and from thence, become a Part of oui Right and Proper- 
ty, and not to be wrefted again from us but by ourownConfent. 
1'or as Braxton faith, Lib. i, C. 2. (tho J it be alfo one of the firft 
Di&ates of Reafon and common Senfe) Laws can neither be alte- 
red nor vacated, fave bytheConfent and Concurrence of the fame 
Authority by which they were made and ena&ed. Tis true that 
the executive Part of the Government is, both by our Common and 
Statute Laws convey'd unto, and vetted in the King, but at the 
fame time there is fuificient Provifion made, both in the Terms of 
our Conftitution, and in our Parliamentary Acts, to prevent this 
from being hurtful unto us, unlefs our Sovereigns become guilty 
both of the higheft Treachery, and withai make anlnvafion upon, 
and endeavour the Subverfion of the whole Government. A Right 
of overfeeing the Execution of the Laws, being a Prerogative in- 
separable from the Office of the fupreme Magiftrate, becaufcthe 
very ends to which he is cloathed with re&oral Authority, and for 
which he is defigned and eftablifhed, are the Confervation of the 
publick Peace, and the Adminiftration of Juftice towards and 
among the Members of the Body Politick . Ail that cou'd be ex- 
pected from the Wifdom of our Anceftors, or pra&icable by them, 
cither upon the firft Inftitution of civil Government, or upon their 
after Improvements, and rarther Regulations of it, was to direft, 
limit, and reftrain his executive Power committed unto the Sove- 
reign, and to make him and his fubordinate Minifters accountable, 
in cafe they fhould deny, delay, or pervert Juftice, or be found 
chargeable with Male- Adminiftration of the Laws. Now, never 
were a People more provident as to all thefe,than our Predeceifors 
and Anceftors have been. For as they have left nothing to th« 
King's private Difcretion, much lefs to his arbitrary Will, but have 
affign'd^him the Laws as the Rules and Meafurei he is to govern 
by J fo they not only delegated it unto him, as a Truft which he 
is to fwear faithfully to perform, but they always refervM a Li- 
berty, Right and Power untot hemfelves of infpeding his Admini- 
fhation, making him refponfable for it, and of abdicating lum 
from the Sovereignty upon univerfal and egregious Failures in the 
Truft that had beeri credited and coniign'd unto him. Of this .we 
.have indifputable Evidence in the Articles advane'd inParliament 
againft J?. II. when he was depos'd from the Throne, and had the 
Scepter taken out of his Hand. Yea, to prevent all Dangers which 
might befall the Siibjeft thro' the King's being trufted with the ex- 
ecutive Power of the Government, he is not by our Conftitution 
and Laws allowed to do any thing in his own Perfon j nay, not fo 
much as to draw and Teal the Commiflion of thofe that are to aft 
in his Name, and urider him. Ai:d as nothing is accounted in our 
Government a CommiiTion, but what the Law authorizes and 
warrants ^ fo he is liable to be proceeded againft as tfce higheft 
Criminal, that prefumeth to act in the Virtue of any other. An il- 
legal Commiflion is fo tar ftom conveying a Power unto any 
Men to aft, that it is a greater Crime ta do any tiling upon the 
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imaginary Authority of it, than it would be to commit the fame 
Fa&, without all Colour and Pretence of Power and Warrant* 
Seeing the Injury of the one Cafe doth not affed and terminate 
in him that receives it j whereas in the other it affefts both the 
King, the Government, and the wtiole Body of the People. . And 
as if it were not enough to fecure us from an iH Ufe of the ex- 
ecutive Power lodged in the King, that all the Commiflions iffua- 
fcle from him are to be legal, or otherwife to be accounted null; 
even they who (land warranted and impowered to aft by legal Com- 
xniflions are not only to be fworn to execute them legally, but are 
obnoxious to be punifhed for every thing they do upon them that 
deviates from the Meafures of the Law. And as 'tis the Duty, and 
hath been the Practice of thofe Princes who have been faithful to ' 
theTruft repofed in them, regardful of their own Honour, and juft 
to the Kingdom, to punrfh their Officers and Minifters for Mai* 
verfation, and for departing in their Admiaiftration from the 
Rules]of our Common and Statute Laws; witnefs King Jlfred,who 
caufed forty tour Juftices to be hanged in one Year tor illegal, 
f alfe, and corrupt Judgments : So it belongeth to our Parliaments, 
as being orie or the great Ends as well as Reafuns, tor which they 
ought to be frequently called and aflembled, to enquire into, and 
to punifh the Crimes of Judges, and all others employed by, and 
under the King, in the executive Part of the Government. From 
-hence it is, that as the Hbvfe of Commons, among other Capacities 
in which they fit and aft, are by the Conftitution to be the great 
Inoueft of the Kingdom, to fearch into all the Oppreflions and In* 
Tuftices of the King's Minifters; fo the Houfc of Lords, among their 
several other Rights and Privileges, (land clothed with the ! Power; 
and Authority of the High Court of Judicature of the Nation who 
are to punifh thofe who have miibehavcdthemfelves in all Courts, 
as well as thofe whom inferior Courts have either connived at, or 
have been fo wicked as unrighteoufly to juftifie. Of this all Ages 
afford us Precedents, and nothing but the Negleft of this, in not 
making fo frequent and fignal Examples of Parliamentaryjuftice, 
among the Minifterial Dilpenfers of our Laws, and the Officers of 
our late Kings, as our Anceftorsufed to do, hath been the Encou- 
ragement and Cauffe of fo many Ufurpations and Invafions of the 
JLaws, Immunities, Rights and Privileges of the Nation. 

\ 7. There being no natural or divine Law for any Form of 
Government, or that one Perfon rather than another fhould have 
the fovereign Adminiftration of Affairs, or have Power over many 
flioufand different Families, who arc by Nature all equal, being of 
the fame Rank, promifcuouQy born to the ftme Advantages of 
Nature, and to the Ufe of the fame common Faculties \ therefore 
Mankind is at Liberty to chufe what Form of Government they 
like beft,* Can any Manfupuofe that God was not as much con- 
cerjiM for Italy y when it had but one Prince, as now, when it ha« 
fo many j and the like with Germany, and alfo with Switzerland, 
which was once one Commonwealth iinder the Dukes and Mar- 
que Acs of JuftriOf and now divided .into thirteen Cantons, or 
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Commonwealths, under popular Magiftrates of their own f EvgUnd 
was firft a Monarchy under the Britain*, and then a Province un- 
der the Romans, and after that divided into Seven Kingdoms at 
once, under the Saxons, and after, them of the Danes, and then 
the Normans, and now a Monarchy again under the Engltjb, and 
all this by God's Providence, or PerrailJioa, who fu&red his own 
peculiar People, the Jews, to be under divers Manner of Go- 
vernments at divers times, at firfl under Patriarchs, Ahraham, Ifaac 
and Jacob; then under Captains, Mofes, Jojbua, &c. then under 
Judges, Otboniel, Ehud and Gideon j then under High-Priefts, Eli 
and Samuel ; then under Kings, Saul, David, and the reft; then 
under Captains and High-Priefts again, as Zerobabel, Judas Mac- 
cabeus, and hiiBrethren, until the Government was laftly taken 
from them, and they brought under the Power of the Ramans. 
And that God does approve of, or permit fuch Magiftrate or Ma* 
giftrates, the Community thinks fit to appoint, is plain by tho 
Tefhmony of holy Scripture \ when God laid to Solomon, By mc 
Kings rule, and Nobles, eypt all the Judges of the Earth ,Prov. 8. r6. 
that is, by his Permiflion they govern, rho* chofenby thePeople. 

8» All politick Societies began from a voluntary Union and 
mutual Agreement of Men > freely a&ing in the Choice of the 
Governors, and Forms of Government* 

% 9. The Safety of the People is the fupreme Law, and what 
they by common Confent have enacted only for the pubiick Safe- 
ty, they may without any Obftacle, alter, when things require 
it, by the lixe common Confent. 

A. 10. The rightful Power of making Laws to command whole 
politick Societies of Men belongeth fo properly unto the fameeiir 
tire Societies, that for any Prince, or Potentate, of what kind fo- 
ever upon Earth, to exercife the fame of himfelf, and not by ex- 
prtfs Comrruflion immediately and perfonally received from God, 
or elfe by Authority derived at firft by their Confent, upon whofe 
Perfons they impofe Laws, it is no better than meer Tyranny. 
Laws they are not therefore which pubiick Approbation hath not 
made fa Hooker's Eccl. Pol. L 1. S. 10. 

H* 11. Wbofoever (fays AriftotlcJ is governed by a Man without 
a Law, is governed by a Man and by a Beaft. 

T. iz. ArifiotU faith, That the whole Kingdom, City or Family, 
is more excellent, and, to be pefcrid before any Fart or Member thereof. 

H. i?« By the Law of Nature, Salus Pbfuli, the Welfare of the 
People is both the fupreme and firft Law in Government, and the 
Scope and End of all other Laws, and of Goverment it felf, 
becaufe the Safety of the Body Politick is ever to be preferred be- 
fore any one Perfon whatsoever. 

% 14. No human Law is binding which is contrary to Scrip- 
ture, or the general Laws of Nature. 

%*$• Religion doth not overthrow Nature, whofe chiefeft 
Principle is to preferve her felf. 

1|. 16. As Magiftrates were defigned for the pubiick Good, fa 
the Obligation tp them muft be underftood fo| a» tQ he ftill in 
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Subordination to the main End; for theReafon of all Law and 

Govenment is the publick Good. 
% 17. A juft Governor, for the Benefit of the People, is more 
* eareful of the publick Good and Welfare, than of his own pri- 
vate Advantage 

■% 18. The Power that is lodged in the Crown is only a Truft, 
and nothing more; for no Prince has any other Right to the 
Throne, than what the Laws of the Land, or Voice of the People 
gives him; for he cannot have a Right by Nature, he has no more 
Power or Authority from G6d> before he is a Magiftrate, than 
another Man; all Men are ordain' d of God, and luve Power or 
Strength from him, either to do Good or Evil, and God Almighty 
permits them to do either. The Prince has his Authority trom 
the People,orthe Law, which chufes or appoints him to be fupreme, 
of which he is only Executor,during the Intervals of Parliament. 
The Law is the Rule and Power of his Government, (and the Mea- 
sure of the Peoples Submiffion and Obedience) beyond which he 
hath no juft or rightful Power in his politick Capacity. 

^j. 19. The fupreme Authority of a Nation belongs to thofe who 
have the legiflative Authority referv'ii to them, and not only to 
thofe who have the executive, which is plainly a Truft when it is 
feparated from the legiflative Power; and all Trulls, by their Na- 
ture, Import, that thofe to whom they are given are accountable, 
tho' no fuch Condition is fpecified. 

%. 10. All that know any thing of Britain, know that the Go- 
vernment of it is a mixed limited Monarcy, where the fupreme 
Power is divided between the King and People (i. e. the Lords and 
Commons) fince he can neither raife Money, nor make, or annul 
Laws without them, and thofe Laws are a Rule to both, a corn- 
mon Meafure to him of his Power, and to them of their Obedi- 
ence; the Government is call'd a Monarchy, becaufe that kind is 
predominant in the Conftitution, the King haying his Share in the 
fupreme Power, and the chief executive Part or Adminiflration is 
Jigly in hirn v 

If. 2,1. There rauft be in every Government a Bower to preferve 
it felf, not only againft Force from without, but againft Violence, 
and every thing elfe that is deftrutfive, from within: As a Man 
preferves his Perfon from Difeafes, as well as defends it againft 
Violence. He cannot renounce this Power, becaufe Self-Prefer- 
vationis, aud will always be a Duty, neither can a People uni- 
ted in Society, or Government, renounce the Power of maintain- 
ing that Society] or Government, the' Internment of their Safety 
and Prefervation ; for the Condition of all Subjefts would be 
alike, whether under abfolute or limited Government, if it were 
not lawful to maintain and preferve thofe Limitations, fince Will 
and Pieafure, and not Law, wou'd be alike in both the Meafure of 
Obedience; fur to have Liberties and Privileges, unlefs they may 
be defended, and to have none at all, is the fame thing as to be go- 
vern J by meer Will and Pleafuwe or by Laws fubjea: to that Will 
: and Pieafure. 
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12. Laws and Oalfos in limited Governments are Ties upon 
King and People, and muft be interpreted according to the Nature 
of the Government, fo as to prove Fences for the Conftitution, 
and not to ferve for Handles to overthrow it \ as the Coronation 
Oath, and Oath of Allegiance are, in effeft, but Swearing to the 
Conftitution, in one to govern, and in the other to be governed, 
according to it. But if a Coronation Oath be a Tie upon a King 
only to God, and the Oath of Allegiance be extended to an abfo- 
lute Subjection, then both King arid People fwear againft the Con- 
ftitution, inftead of fweaxing to maintain it as they ought to do. 

% 23. The Laws are the Nerves and Sinews of Societies ; and 
as theMagiftrate is above the People in his legal Capacity, fo is 
the Law above the Magiftrate, or elfe there cou'd be no Safety to 
the Conftitution. 

% 24, He who makes himfelf above a?l Law, is no Member of 
a Common-wealth, but a meer Tyrant whenever he pleafes. 

I.25. He who is tor deftroying the v Being of another, hath 
quitted (or has not) the Reafon which God hath given to be the 
Rule (betwixt Man and Man) of Juftice and Equity, and hith put 
himfelf into the State of War with the other, and is as noxious 
as any favage Beaft that feeks his Deftru&lon. 

76. No Man in civil Society can be exempted from the 
Laws of it: For if there be no Appeal on Earth, for rwedrefs or 
Security againft the greateft Mifchier the Prince may do, or caufe 
to be done by others, then every Man in that Society is in a State 
of Nature, with refped to him, or thofe others. 

1j. 27. The Principles of natural Religion give thofe whe^are 
in Authority no Power at all, but only fecures them in the Pof- 
feflion of that which is theirs by the Laws of the Country. 

^| . 28. Abfolute Monarchy is inconfillent with civil Society , 
and therefore can be no Form of civil Government, which is to 
remedy the Inconveniences of the State of Nature. 
y^ \- 2,9* No Man, or Society of Men, have Power to deliver up 
their Prefervation, or the Means of it, to the abfolute Will of any 
Man, and they will have always a Right to preferve what they 
have not Power to part with. 

,% 30. No Power can exempt Princes from the Obligation to 
the etesnal Laws of God and Nature. In all Difputes betweeu 
Power and Liberty, Power muft always be proved, but Liberty 
proves it felf} the one being founded upon po&tive Law, the 
other upon the Law of Nature. 

% $1. If a Magiftrate, notwithstanding all Laws made for the 
well governing a Community, will aft definitive to that Commu- 
nity, they are difcharged, either from aftive or paflive Obedience, 
and indifpenfibly obliged by the Law of Nature to Refiftance. 

% j 2. If a Man may be a Wolf to a Man, nothing forbids but 
that a Man may be a God to a Man. Therefore Antiquity hath 
enrolled Hercules amongft the Number of the Gods, becaufe he 
puniftied Bufiru, Diomedes, and other Tyrants, the ' Pefts of Man- 
kind, and Monfters of the World. The Roman Empire, as long 
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as it flood free, was ftiled Patroeinium orlii Terra, Sec. by Gcero, 
becaufe the Senate was the' Haven and Refuge of Kings, and of 
oppreffed Kingdoms and Nations. 

% 33. The lame Reafon that obliges People to fubmit to Go- 
vernors and Magiftrates when they govern according to the Laws 
and Conftitution of the Country, and ad for the Good of the So- 
ciety, does as much oblige the People to oppofe them, if they 
defign their Ruin or Deftrudion; it cannot be fuppofed that God, 
who has obliged Mankind to preferve their Lives r and confequent- 
ly to ufe the Means that are neceflary for that End, fhouid re- 
quire People to fuffer themfelves to be dfftroyed, or made Slaves, 
to gratifie the Luft or Barbarity of any iingle Perfon, or a few 
who are by Nature theit Equals, and only above them by being 
in an Office which the People creeled for their own Convenience* 

^.34. When the Chriftian Religion is become a Part of the 
Subjects Property by the Laws and Conftitution of the Country; 
then it is to be confidered as one of their principal Rights: And 
fo may be defended as well as any other civil Right. 

^.35. That Caufe is juft which defends the Laws; which pro- 
teds the common Good ; which preferves the State : And that 
Caufe is unjuft which violates the Laws; defends the Breakers of 
the Laws ; protects the Subverters of the Conftitution. That is juft 
which does deftroy tyrannical Government: That unjuft which 
would abolifli juft Government. 

xil- 3& "What can be more abfurd than to fay, That thert u an 
iihfolnU Suhjefiion due to a Prince, to whom the Laws of God, Na- 
ture, and the Country, have not given Authority? Asfuch Me^nwere 
as fo many Herds of Cattle, or Beafts of Burden, made for the 
Prince's Ufe.| 

% 37. The Reign of a good King refembles that of Heaven, 
pver which there is but one God; for he is no lefs beloved of 
the virtuous, than feared of the bad: And if human Frailty could 
admit a Succefiion of good Kings, their Government would be 
preferable to all others. 

%. 38. 'Tis not the Title of a King, 1 but the Power f derived 
from ths Laws) wherewith he is invefted, which makes the Dif- 
ference betwixt him and other Men. His Perfon is facredt 
not to be refifted, he being above every Member contained in the 
fame Society, and therefore cannot be refifted or deprived of his 
Office, without the greateft Sin of Robbery and Injuftice imagi- 
nable, whilft he continues the King, and becomes not the Enemy 
of his Kingdom. 

% 39. The Government which God ordained over the Children 
Qi Ifrael confuted of three Parts, befides the Magiftrates of the fe- 
veral Tribes and Cities. They had a chief Magiftrate, who was 
called Judge or Captain, as jojbua, Gideon and others, a Council 
of 70 chofenMen, and the general Aftemblies of the People, and 
thefe Judges or Captains had not the Name or Power of Kings, nei- 
ther was their Power tranfmitted to their Children, but made occa- 
sionally as Need required. Thus were fiM, Gidton t Jcjtbtbab, and 
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others fet up: TVhofoeuer wiHglve Battle (fay the People and Prin- 
ces of GUead) to the Children of Ammon, fiall be Head over ali 
the Inhabitants of Gilead, Judg. x. 18. Jnd knowing Jepthtbah 
to be a mighty Man of Valour, tho y be war the Son of a Harlot, the 
People made him Head and Captain over them, Judg. xi. r, n. 
When the Tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half that of Mannjfeb, had 
built an Altar by Jordan, the whole Congregation of the Children 
of Ifrael gathered together at StAlob to go ug to War againft them 
andfeut Phinear thePrieft and ten Princes ot the Congregation, of 
each chief Houfe a Prince throughout all the Tribes of Ifrael, who 
were Heads of Thoufands, and this Menage was not directed to 
one Man, but to all the Children of Reuben, Gad,znd Mannjfeb. And 
the Anfwer was fent by them all, and Pbineas, and the ten Princes 
made their Report to the People of Ifrael, and all was quiet, Jcjb. 
xxiu And the like Affembly Jojbua called to Sechem, compofed of 
aJJ the People or Tribes of Ifrael, and he called for their Elders, 
their Heads ofFamilies, their Judges, and other Officers, and Jojhim 
ipake unto all the People, and they agreeing to what he propofed, 
he made a Covenant and Law with them before the Lord, which 
was written in the Book of the Law, Jofb. 14. 

\ m 40. After Jotbua's Death the Proceedings of every Tribe 
were grounded upon Counfels taken at fuch AiTemblies among 
themfelves for their own Concernments as appears by the Actions 
of Judab and Simeon, &c. againft the Canaanites* 

ai. When the Sons of Samuel were Judges over Ifrael, they 
took Bri fces and perverted Judgment, therefore the Elders of Ifrael 
defixed Samuel to make them a King, and tho' the Elders are only 
mentioned to have aiked a King ot Samuel, they feem to have been 
deputed from the whole Congregation, for God faid unto Samuel, 
Hearken to the Voice of the People in all that they fay unto thee, 
1 Sam. viii. 4, 7. The Jews in their creating of Judges, Kings, or 
other Magiitrates, had no Regard to Paternity, or to any who by 
Extra&ion could in theleaft pretend to the Right of Fathers : God 
did never direa them to doit, nor reprove them for^egleairig it; 
if they would chufe a King be commanded them to chufe one of 
their Brethren, (not one who called himfelf Father) and to chufe 
him by Lot, andcaufed the Lot to fall upon Saul, a Young Man 
(who was the Keeper of his Father's Afles) ofthe youngeft Tribe: 
David and the other Kings of Ifrael and Judah, had no more to 
fay for themfelves in that Point than Saul: All the Kings of that 
Ni ation before and after the Captivity, ordinarily or extraordinarily 
fet up, juftly or unjuftly, were raifed without any Regard to any 
Prerogative they could claim or arrogate to themfelves on that Ac- 
count. All that they had therefore was from the People that ele- 
vated them. 'Twas irnpoffible for them to confer any thing upon 
thofe from whom they received all they had > or for the People 
to give Power to Kings 5 if they had it not in themfelves; 
which I>ower univerfally reading in every one, is that which we 
call Liberty. When God gave Liberty to his People to make * 
a King, be did neither coaffctute or ele£ any 'till they defired 
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it, nor command«d them to do it themfelves, but left it to thtf* 
own free Will, whether they would have a King or no King; 110* 
were they appointed to take him, out of any one Line: Every If- 
raelite might be chofen: None but Strangers were excluded ; and 
the People were left to the Liberty of chufing and inftituting any one 
of their Brethren, who was commanded not to multiply to htmfelf 
Horfes, nor Wives, nor greatly to multiply to himleif Silver and 
Gold, and this Law he was to keep in a Book,that his Heart might 
not be lifted up above Ins Brethren, Deut. 17. But the whole 
Hiftory or the Jews {hews the Pride, Magnificence, Pomp and 
Glory ufurped by their Kings, was utterly contrary to the Will 
of God. They did lift up their Hearts above their Brethren, 
which was forbidden by the Law of God. 

11. 42. And Jofephus paraphrafing upon that Place, fays, They 
fhall do nothing without the Advice of the Sanhedrim^ or if they 
do, they (hall cppofe them. Jof. Ant. Jird. This agrees with the 
ConfeiTion of Zedtkiab, to the Princes (which was the* Sanhedrim) 
The King tan do nothing without you, Jer. xxxviii. which feems to 
have been in purfuance of the Law of that Kingdom, which was 
written in a Book, and laid up before the Lord ; they weie 
not to govern by their own Will, but according to that Law 
from which they might not receed. This was the Law of God, 
not to be abrogated by Man ; a Law of Liberty ; directly oppo- 
se to the Necfcflity of fubmitting to the Will of any one Man. 

43. 1 Sam. viii. 9,21. iGod bids Samuel hearken to the Voice 
of the People, and make them a King ; and Samuel told the Peoplt 
the Manner of the Kingdom , and mote it in a Baok, and laid it up 
hefore the Lor d[ 1 Sam. x. 25. 'Tis plain the Manner of tfce ! 
Kingdom fignifies the Conftitution of tne Government, by which 
was meant the Conditions on which Saul was to be King, arid 
they his Subje&s; for tho'-God had given him the Crown, it was 
to rule the People according to JuiHce and Laws; and this is 
meant in frequent ExpremoLis,by£oiw£ in and out hefore them\ re- 
ferring to Jiftice being executed in the Gates, and Peace and War ; 
the King was to lead them in one, and di reft in the other. This 
manner of the Kingdom was told to all the People; that iraply'd, 
the Cpnfent of the People was required to make himKing; with- 
out which, tho' Samuel had anointed him, he was not own'd by 
the Ifi aelitesybut went about his private Affairs, 'till after the Vi- 
ctory over the Ammonites. And this Compact between Saul and 
the People heing wrote in a Book, and l/ttdnp hefore the Lord, was a 
very good Equivalent to an Oath recorded on both Sides, as an 
Oath of Allegiance, and his Oath of Government ; yet they de- 
fpis'd him, and fiid, How Jhall this Man fave its? 1 Sam. x. 27. They 
faw no Merit in the Man they expected; the King that they would 
have had, fhould have been a Maii offome Figure, whofe Condiift 
had been tried, and Valour and Bravery had made famous among 
the Tribes; but when they faw a Youth mean and defpicable in 
his Original, of the youngeft Tribe of Ifrael, a Benjamite, thty 
were disappointed, they went away deje&od, and refufc him, not- 
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withftanding &ww*f bad anointed him, and God hadfmgled him 
out by Lot. It feem'd as if God had own'd there was iorne ap- 
pearance of Reafon in th'e'People'sdillike of their King, and there- 
fore he was notpleafed to exprefs any Anger at the Contempt of 
their reje&ing Saul, as it were owning, that a King ought to have 
perfonal Merit to recommend him ;and therefore by his Providerice 
lie works upon the Peoples Judgment, and by a Miracle gives Saul 
the Merit which obtain*d the Peoples good Liking;* for Nahajb 
the Ammonite, came and encamped arainjl Jabeih-Gilead, and the 
Elders thereof jfalt Mtffengers /o Gibeah, who told the Tidings in 
the Ears of the People ; and they lift up their Voices and weft ; 
end Saul faid, what ailetl) the People th at they weep y and they told 
hhn the Ty dings of the Men of Jabelh. And the Spirit of God came 
upon Saul when he heard thefe Ty dings, and his Anger w\ai kindled • 
greatly, and the fear of the Lord fell on the People, and they cam* 
out with one cenfent, and flew the Ammonites. After the Battle 
Was Over Samuel faid to "the People, Covie, and let vs go to Gilgal 
.end renew the Kingdom there* And all the People went to Gilgal, 
and there they made Saul Xing before tlx Lord, that is, they ac- 
cepted of him, i Sam. xi. i, 6* 7, 14, 15. Chap.xii. f?; Now 
therefore, heboid the King whom ye have chofeti, and whom ye have 
defied ^ and heboid the'Lord hath fet a King over you. 

^1 44. All that do altert "Unconditional Obedience do affert, that 
J Kings derive their Authority from God alone : I deny that there 
ever was any King in the World that derived his Authority 
from God alone. Said, the firflt King of lfrael, had never reign'd, 
fcutthe People defir'd a King, even againft the Will of God ; and 
tho' he was proclaimed King ztMizpQb, yet after that he lived a 
private Life, and looked after his Father's Cattel, 'till he was crea- . 
ted fo the fecondtime by the People at Gilgal: And David, tho' 
lie Jiad been anointed by the Command of God, was anointed the 
fecond Time in Hebron, by the Tribe ofjudab, and after that by 
all the People ofJfrael, who after that made a mutual Covenant 
betwixt bim and them, z Sam. v. 1 . chap, t j. Now a Covenant 
lays an Obligation Upon Kings, and reflrains them within Bounds, 
according to that Covenant and Agreement..?* hoiada the Prieft,made 
jfcajb King in his (lead after the People had egter'd into Covenant 
one with another, z Kings, xi. I confefs that thefe Kings, and 
all that reign'd of David's Poflerity, were appointed to the King- 
dom, both by God and the People; but all other Kings, cf what 
Country foever, I affirm, that they are made by the People only; 
nor can it be made appear, that Kings are appointed by God any 
otherwife, than as all other things, great or (mall, are apppointed 
by him, becaufe nothing comes to pafs without hisPermifTion, or 
Providence. The Throne of David was, in a peculiar manner 
callM, The Throne of the Lord, it being a Type of our Saviour's 
cverljjfting Throne in the Kingdom of Heaven; and from which x 
Line our Saviour proceeded. But the Thrones uf otlier Princes are 
no otherwife God's, than all other things in the World are his, 
C&ttfl.'xxix. 11,12. H}nne % 0 Lord, it tUGreatnefs % 8cQ. for at 
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that is in Heaven, and in the Earth u thine. Both Riches and Ho- 
nour come of thee j and thbn rtigneft over all. 

% 4$, When Solomon was Dead, the People affembled themfelves 
at Suhem to nuke Rehoboam, the Son of Solomon, King, thither he 
went, as one flood foi the place. The People propofe Conditi- 
ons, upon which they were willing to admit him to the Govern- 
ment : Hedeftres three Days to Advife^ he confults the Old Men { 
they perfwade him to comply with the People ; then he advifes 
with the Young Men, who perfwade him to threaten the People J 
with Whips and Scorpions > and he anfwet'd the People as they 
advifed him. When all Ifrael faw that he hearken'd^uot to them, 
then they openly profefled againft him, and declared the Right of 
the People, and tneir own Liberty, faying, What Portion have we 
in David ? To thy Tents, 0 Ifrael ! Now Took to thy own Hovfe, 
David. When the King fent Adoram to them, they Stoned hun 
with Stones ; and when Rehdboam had prepared a great Army to 
reduce the Israelites, he was forbidden by the Prophet, i Kings, 
xii, 24* Tim faith the Lord, ye Jball not go uf, wr fight againjl 
your Brctlmn. He calls them not Rebels but their Brethren. Deut. 
xvii. 24. When thou art come into the Land, which the Lord tJjy God 
$iveth thee, and fbalt fay, IwiU fet a King over me, like at all the 
Nations about me, &c. Thefe Words confirm to us that the Right 
ofchufing, yea, of changing their own Government is, by the 
Grant of God himfelft in tne People. 

H a6. This was a Gift beftowed by God upon his Children and 
People. Nay, David himfelf was fo far from taking upon him to 
be King, till the Tribe of Judah had chofen him, that he often ac- 
knowledged Saul to be his Lord. When Baanah and Recah brought 
the Head of IJbhoJbeth to him, he commanded them to be flam 5 
be-aufe they had killed a righteous Man in his ownHoufe, a Sam* 
iv. which he could not have faid, if IJbhoJbeth had unjuftly de- 
tained from him the ten Tribes, and that he had a Right to Reign 
over them before they had chofen him. The Word of God did 
not make him King, but only foretold that he ftiould be King, and 
by fuchways ashepleafed prepared the Hearts of the People to fet 
him upj and till the Time defigned by God for that Werk/^as 
accomplifh'd, he pretended to no other Authority, than what the 
tlx hundred Men, whofirft followed him, and afterwards the Tribe 
of Judah, and at laftall the reft of the People conferred it upon him. 
If David, tho' defign'd by God to be King, and anointed by the 
Hand of the Prophet, was not King till the People had chofen him, 
and he had made a Covenant with them ; it will be hard to find a 
Man who can claim a Ript, which is not original from the Peo- 
ple. And if the People of Ifrael could ered and pull down, 
inftitute and abrogate, or transfer to other Perfons, or Families, 
Kingdoms more firmly eilabliihed than any we know, or have heard 
of ; the fame Right cannot be denied to any other Nations. And 
no other Reafon can be given for the infinite Variety of Cfcnfritu- 
tions that have been, and are in the World, than that the People 
who made them would have them foj which could not have been, 
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if God and Natuie had appointed one genet al Rule for aD Nations, 
And as the Rights and Liberties of a Nation may be utterly fub- 
verted and abolilhed, if the Power of the whole People, or Nation 
may not be employed to aflert them, or punifh the Violation of 
them. But as it is the fundamental Right of every Nation to be 
govern'd by fuch Laws, in fuch Manner, and by fuch Perfons as 
they think moft conducing to their own Good, they cannot be 
accountable to any but themfelves for what they do in that mod 
important Affair. And as the Safety of all Nations confifts in 
rightly placing and meafuring of Power, fuch tave been found al- 
ways to profper, who have given it to thofe from whomUfurpa- 
tions were lead to be reared $ who have been lead fubjed to be 
awed, cheated) or corrupted ^. and who, having the greateft Inte- 
xeft in the Nation, were moft concerned to preferve its Power, 
Liberty and "Welfare. This is the greateft Truft that can be re- 
pofed in Men. This Power was, by the Spartans, given to the 
Mfbori, and the Senate of 28, in Venice, to that which they call 
Concilio de Ptegadi\ in Germany , Spain, France, Svcedland, Denmark, 
Poland, Hungary \ Bohemia, Scotland, England \ and generally all the 
Nations that have lived under the Gotbick Polity, it has been ia 
their general Affemblies, under the Names of Diets, Cortez, Par- 
liaments, Senates, and the like. But in what Hands foever it is f 
the Power ot making, abrogating, changing, correcting and inter* 
preting Laws, has been in the fame } Kings have been rejeftad 01 
depofed \ the Succeflion of the Crown fettled , regulated, or chan- 
ged. And I defy any Man to fhew me one King amongft all the 
Nations aforementioned, that has any Right to the Crown he 
Wears, unlefs fuch Ads were good. 

H . 47. Cicero de OJic. lib. z. is thus tranflated by Sir Roger 
P EJlrange, p. ior, loz. Herodotus tells us, that the Medians ebofe 
their Kings originally for the Probity of their Manners, and in hopes 
of enjoying the benefits of common Jujlice ; which I am perfwaded 
was the End and Pra&ice likewife ot our Predeceflbrs. For when 
in old Time, the weaker were oppreffed by the ftrongeY, the Peo- 
ple prefently betook themfelves to one more excellent than the 
reit for their ProteSor: And it was his Part to relieve the diftre£- 
fed, and to make fuch Provisions that common Right might be 
done indifferently betwixt all Parties. And in making or their 
Laws they had the fame Profpeft, as in the Choice of their Kings* 
Th& thing propounded, was an equal and a common Right, with- . 
out being fo qualified. If under the Adminiftration ot fome one 
Man that was juft and good they attained that End, they were 
well contented there to reft : But in Cafe of failing, there were 
Laws invented, which, to all under them, and at all times fhould 
frill pronounce one and the fame Sentence. This is clear, that in 
all Eledions the People have ftill had a Care to pitch upon him for 
their Governor that was moft reverenced for his J lattice} always 
provided that he were a Man of Prudence too. And what is it 
that a Nation would not believe it felf able to compafs* under fo 
auipicious a Conduct* 

Digitized by Google 



( 18 ) 

It- 48. C&far and Tneittu defcribe the ancient Britain* to have 
been a fierce People; fcealous for Liberty j f a free People ; not like 
the Gauls, govern'd by Laws made by the great Men, but by the 
People. In Cafar's time they chofe Cajivellannus, and afterwards 
Caraftacus, Arv'utagus, Galgacus and others, to command them in 
their Wars, but they retained the Government in themfelves. 
That no Force might be put upon them, they met arm'd in their 
general Affemblies ; and tho' the fmaller Matters were left tc the 
Determination of the chief Men, chofen by themfelves for that 
purpofe,they referved the moft important to themfelves. When 
the Ramans had brought them low, they let up certain Kings to 
govern fuch who were in their Territories: But thofe who defen- 
ded themfelves by the natural Strength of their Scituation, or re- 
tired into the North, or the Iilands, wereftill govern'd by their 
own Cuftoms, and were never acquainted with domeftick or fo- 
reign Slavery. Interinftrumenta Servitutis reges habuere, C. Tacit. 
The Saxons, ot Angli, were no lefs Lovers of Liberty, ani un- 
derftood the Ways of defending it : They were certainly the moft 
powerful and valiant People of Germany. Cafar and Tacitus in- 
form us, that the ancient Britains and Saxons had no Monarchs ; 
and that our Anceftors had their Councils and Magiftrates, as well 
here as in Germany \ that as foon as the Saxons came into this 
Country, they had their Micklegemots, which were general Af- 
femblies of the Noble and Free-Men, who had in themfelves the 
Power of the Nation: Sometimes they met by their Delegates in 
the Wittenagemots $ iti fome Ages they were divided, in others 
united j fometiraes under Captains, in other times under Kings ; 
fometimes meeting perfonally in the Micklegemots\ fometimes by 
their Delegates in the Wittenagemots, does evidently teftifie that 
tliey ordered all things according to their own Pleafure? which 
being the utmoft Aft of Liberty, it remained inviolable under aJl 
the atbregoing Changes, as appears by the ConfelTion of Off a, Ina, 
Alfred, Canutus, Edrfiard, and other Kings. And, we may be fure, 
thpfe of the Norman Race can have no more Power, iince they came 
in^by the fame Way, and fwore to govern by the fame Laws. 
Thefti generil Councils were called in the Time of Ina, The general 
Council of the Bijbops, Noblemen, Counts, all the wife Men, Elders, 
and People of the wbule Kingdom: Commune - Concilium Epifcoporum, 
Procerum, Comitum & omnium Sapuntum, Senioram & Populoruvi 
totius regni, Bed. Eccl. Hift. In the Time of Edward the Elder, 
they were called,. The great Council of the Bijbops, Ahhots, Noble- 
men and People. William of Malmsbury calls them, The general 
Senate and Ajjembly ofihi People. Senatum generalem & populi Con- 
ventum. Sometimes they were (in fhort) called, The Clergy and 
Pcdplei but all exprefs the fame Power, neither received from, nor 
limited by Kings, who are always faid to be chofen, or made, and 
fometjmey denofed by them. The reafon of this is, that they who 
inftituteMagiftracy, beft know whether the End of the Instituti- 
on be rightly purfued or not ; and their Kings had no Power, but 
what wa? conferred upon them by the People. And all juft Magi- 
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ftracies being the fame in Effence, tho' differing inForm,the fame 
Right muft perpetually belong to thofe who put the fovereign 
Power into the Hands of one, a few, or many Men. Thus the Ro- 
mans did, when they created Kings, Confuls, Military Tribunes, 
Didators, or Decemviri: And it is ridiculous to fay, that thofe 
Officers gave Authority to the People to meet and chule them 5 
for they who are chofen are the Creatures of thofe who chufe, and 
are nothing more than others, 'till they are chofen. This is a3 
certain in relation to Kings, as any other Magiftrates. This Power 
of conferring the Sovereignty was likewife exercifed in France by 
the People, who made Mer ovens King, paffing by the two Grand- 
children of Pbar amon d's Sons to Clodion, and excluded his Race, 
and gave the Crown to Pepin, who depofed Lewis le Debonair, and 
Charles le Gros, who made five Kings, that were either Baftards, 
or Strangers, between him and Charles le Simple, who rejected his 
Race, and advanced Hugh Capet $ who made Herny the Firlt, King 
before Robert his elder Brother, and continued the Crown in the 
Race of Henry for ten Generations, whilir. the Defcendants of 
Robert were only Dukes of Burgundy : The like hath been duns 
in CaJtUle and Arragon, by frequently preferring the younger be- 
fore the elder Brother; the Defendants of Females before thofe of 
the Male- Line in the fame Degree; the more remote in Elood be-* 
fore the neareft ; and fometimes Baftards before the legitimate 
IvTue : The fame hath been done in England, before and fince the 
Conqueft, as doth appear by many following Examples. 

% 4*. Monfieur Mezeray, a great Hiftorian, gives this Account 
of the Manners of the ancient Germans : There were, if I miftake not, 
three forts of Government among the Germans. In feme places the' 
People had the principal Authority, and yet they often eleSed a Prince, 
or a Xing', fometimes a General, whom we call Duke, from the Latin 
Word Dux. But the Power of thefe Chiefs defcended entirely on the 
Community, or People, fo that it was always a mix'd Democracy. In 
other Paris, as among the Gothones, the Kings reign' d with mdre 
Power, yet not to the Detriment of Liberty : Their Royalty was li- 
mited by Laws, and the Reafon of things. As for Liberty, no 
People were ever fo jealous of it, or ever defended it fo long, and 
fo fnccefsfully as the Germans. It may indeed be faid, That Li- 
berty being driven out of the befi Part of the World by the Roman 
Arms, took Refuge on the further Side of the Rhine, where fix had 
for her Companions and Guards, Poverty, Innocence, Frugality and 
Modefiy\ and were, in the Fajlnejfes of Woods and Morajfes, fome- 
timet on the defenfiut, fometimes making couragious Sallies-, $)e 
combated five Hundred Years together againft Tyranny, and all her 
Trains I mean Ambition, Luxury, Volu vtuovfnefs, Flatter}, Cqr* 
ruption find ' Pivfans, the Jnjlruments which that crvfl Hmny of 
human Rack mfloyi to forge Manacles and Fetters, The afprfi* 
faid Uonfim, in W Beginning of King VILLI 4M>? Reigfl, 
difcourfing with a Ferfon of Quality about the Piff^ce of 
the Government in France and England, he broke ^Mt in this 
Exprefltar, Q ftrmm* nvmumy bona fi fm tPpntf dfgligenai? 
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We had once (faid he) in France the fame Happinefs % and the 
fame Privileges which you have. Our Laws were made by Reprefen- 
tatives of our own chufing; Our Money was not taken from us, but , 

onr own Confent : Our Kings were fubjeft to the Rules of Lam 
<ind Reafon; But now, alas! we are miferable, and all is loft m 
Think nothings Sir, too dear to maintain thefe precious Advantages ; 
and if ever there be Occafion, venture your Life, yom Eft ate, and all 
you have, rather than fubmit to the Condition to wbich you fee us 
reduced* 

H . $o. The Election of Ma^iftrates was the original of Succef- 
fion; for as the living more iafely, and with the freer Enjoyment 
of Property was the original Caufe that People aflbciated them- 
felves into a Nation or Kingdom j fo,for the better attaining that 
End, they did fet over themfclves the beft and wifeft of their Bre- 
thren to be their Rulers and Governors; and this Administration 
was trufted in one or more Hands, and continued for their Lives, 
or for a longer or ihorter time, as the Conftituents thought fit. 
^ here the Government was under a King, he ufually held it for 
Life, and then upon his Deceafe, the People proceeded to a new 
Eleclron, 'till at laft it fell into the H*ands of fomevery excellent 
Perfon, who having more than ordinarily deferved of his Country, 
the People, as well in Gratitude to him, as believing they could 
, not make a better Choice than in the Branches that would grow 
out of fo excellent a Stock, entailM that Dignity upon his Pofte- 
rity. And this is the juft Rife of Succefiion; all others being un- 
juft j for he that comes in by the Power of the Sword, may be de- 
prived by the Power of the Sword; 'tis nothing but the Confent 
of the govern'd can give a Right to Succefllon. The next in Suc- 
ceilion to the Crown of England was formerly reckoned to have a 
very precarious Title any further than his good Difpofitiuns and 
Capacities, to fway the Scepter, did recommend him to the Affe- 
ctions of the People, ('till the. time oi William the Firft, called the 
Conqueror) it being very common not only to break into the Suc- 
ceflion, but even to fet afide all that Family and Line, whenever 
it was known that the publick might fuffer by their being at the 
Head of the Government ; witnefs the preferring of CaJfibeHan be- 
fore his elder Brother's Sons, Egbert, not next in Blood; Ethel* 
werd and Ethelwolf, a Monk, for Want of a better, was advanced 
to the fame Honour; Eihelftan, tho' a Baftard, and without any 
Title, was elefted by the Confent of the Nobility and People. 
Eldted, by the f mie Authority, was elefted and preferred before 
the Sons of Edmund his Predeceflbr ; and Edwajd, Jdalfton and Ha- 
rold, who were all illegitimate, were chofen; and Eldred againft 
the Right of his two Nephews, Edway and Edw\n\ and Canutes, a 
Foreigner \ and Hardiknute without Title; Harold ; Edward the 
Confcffor was elefted King with the Confent of the Clergy and Peo- 
ple at London. Jnnuento Clero Qf Populo Londini in regem elige- 
tur. Harold the Second, and William call'd the Conqueror, whilft 
the next Heirs, Edgar and Ethcl'ivg were living. William, called 
the &7i$«wr,coafeireU in his laft Will made at Caen iu Normandy, 

That 

- » - • 

Digitized by Google ( 



(«') 

That he neither found, nor left the Kingdom as an Inheritance. Ke- 
minem Anglici regni conjlituo h&redem, non enim tantum decus hare* 
ditario pre pojfedi, Ibid. If*be pojfejfed no Right, hut what was con- 
ferred upon hwi, no more was conferred than had been enjoy* d by the : 
ancient Kings, according to the approved Laws which he fwore 
to obferve. Thofe Laws gave no Power to any, 'till he was 
eleftedi and that which they then did give, was fo limited, that 
the Nobility and People referved to themfelves the Difpofition 
of the greateft Affairs, even to the Difpofition and Expulfion of 
fuch as fliould not well perform the Duty of their Oaths and 
Office. 

After the Conqueft, Anno 1087. Robert, the elder Bro- 
ther was put afide, and William Rvfus, the Second Son of William 
the Conqueror, was elefted, after whofe Death Henry the Firft, his 
younger Brother, (tho' not next HeirJ was chofen by the People, 
not fummoned by Writ, and this Henry in his Charter acknow- 
ledged tr7ar>he ow'd his Crown to the Common -Council of the 
Realm. After the Death of Henry the Firft, Stephen was chofen 
King, againft the fuppofed Right of Maud, the Daughter of Henry 
the Firft. After his Death, Henry the Second was admitted King, 
againft the like Right of his Mother Maud. After the Death of 
Richard the F'irft, King John (Earl of Morton) was elefted, and 
Arthur the next Heif dilinherited. After the Death of King John, 
Henry his Firft-born was elected againft the Right of Arthur. 
Henry the Third was chofen againft the like Right of Elenor, 
Prince Arthur\ Sifter. At the Death of Henry the Third, the States 
of the Kingdom met and fettled the Government, by appointing 
Officers, and what elfe was neceffary for the Realm , and Edward 
the Fourth was fet up by the People, during the Life of Henry 
the Sixth. Whilft the Lady Elizabeth, the true Heir of the Crown 
was living, Henry the Seventh was declared King, without join- 
ing her in the Title, or fo much as miking any Mention of 
her Right. So that 'till Henry the Third, there is fcarce to be 
found any Prefident of Succeflion, and fince his Reign the Suc- 
ceflion hath been altered feveral Times, and the Crown fhifted 
from one Family to another by Aft of Parliament. Thefe are 
fufficient Proofs of the Power and Authority of the People. 

$2. Richard the Third being entreated by a Petition deli- 
vered in. a Roll of Parchment in the Name or the Three Eftates 
of Parliament) to accept the Crown, at firft modeftly rerufed j 
but afterwards he faid, Sith we well perceive, that all the Realm is 
fo ftt, whereof we be very fwry, that they will not fuffer, in any wife, 
King Edward's Line to govern them, whom no Earthly Man cango* 
vern againft their Wills 5 and well we alfo perceive, that no Man there 
is lo whom the Crown can by juft Title appertain, as to our felf as ve- 
ry right Heir, lawfully begotten of our moft dear Father, Richard, 
late Difke of York, to which litle is now joined your EleBion, the 
jfoblss and Commons of this Realm, which we of all Title pojfble, 
take for the moft effectual, we he content. Speed, Fol. 908. Numb, 
tfj. And then an Aft of Parliament palled to eftabiilh King 
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Richard the Third** lawful Election, U.foL -911. and fcquent* 
Cot. Records fol. 709, /<? 714. 

If. 5$. In jMw/A B)itain all the Race of the Stuarts, after Robert 
the Firft, had no other Title to the Crown of Scotland, but by 
Ad of Parliament againft the legitimate «nd light Line: For the 
laid Robert having had three Sons and one Daughter by a Concu- 
bine, named Elizabeth More, whom he afterwards married to one 
Clifford, himfelf at the fame time 'taking in Marriage Enfemia, 
the Daughter of the Earl of Rofs, by whom he had Iflue Walter 
and David, Earls of Jthol and Strathem; and Eufemia, that was 
aftewards Married to James Douglas, Son to the Earl of Douglas. 
The aforementioned Robert, upon the Death of his W ife Eufemia^ 
and of Griford, the Husband of Elizabeth More, did marry his 
former Concubine Elizabeth More ; but obtained by an Act of Par- 
liament, that the Children begotten upon her in Concubinate 
Should inherit the Crown, and his lawful and legitimate Children 
by his Wife Eufemia fhould be excluded. All the Claim that the 
Scots Race had to the Crown of England, being defcended from 
the eldeft Daughter of Henry the Seventh, was from and by an Aft 
of Parliament, which veiled the faid Henry in the Crown of this 
Realm. 

11.54- By aClaufe in King Henry's Charter it is faid, If the 
King invades thofe Rights, (meaning the Rights of the People) 
it is lawful for the Kingdom to rife agavift him, and to do bim 
what Injury they can, as tho y they ow y d him no Allegiance. By 
an Act of Parliament of the nth of Richard the Second, it 
vas'Enafted, That if the King, thro' a foolijb Objlmacy, and Con* 
tempt of his People, or perverfe froward Will, or by any otbtr ir~ 
tegular Way, Jball alienate himfelf from his People, and will not be 



governed and regulated by the Rights of the Kingdom, and laud abU 
Ordinances made by the Council of the Len ds, and great Men of the 
Realm, but Jball headily in his mad Councils, exercife his own at" 
litrayy Willy from thenceforth it is lawful for them, with the com- 
mon Jffent and Confent of the People of the Realm, to abrogate or 
defofe hint from the Throne, and fet up in his Stead, fomebody of 
Km, or near of Kn to the King of the Royal Stock: Which gives 
a Latitude for chufing any dtferving Perfon of the Royal Stock, 

% 55. By the Aas of Parliament or the 28th and 2.5th of 
ftenry the VIHth, it is declared, That if fuel) Heirs as dre there 
appointed, without regard to the Scotch Family fiould fail, and 710 
Provifion made in thi Kings Life time who Jiwuld rule and govern 
this Realm, then the Realm Jball be dejlitute of a lawful Governor* 

^. 5£. The Act of the ijtli of Elizabeth, C. r. makes it Trea- 
fon in any after-Time to deny the Power of Parliament j to li- 
mit, or alter the Succeflion; and adds a Penalty upon them who 
/hou'd affirm, That any but the Ijfae of the £>\uen y s Body hadjiight 
to fucceed after her. 

1j. 57. King Alfred acknowledged in his Will, joined to his 
Lire by Meneveiifes, that he owed his Crowit to the Bounty of his 
ftjftftt, and of thi Elders of hk People . 
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% $8. The Power which the People of England had intheDifi. 
polal of the Crown,* during the time of the Saxons , is confirmed 
to us by that Noble Record which Sir Henry Spellman hath cited. 
Concil. Vol. . i. p. 291. That in a Parliament held in Calebuth 
^n. % j8j* it was ordain y d and entitled /foif the Kings fiould be eleSed 
by the Parliament: And being chofen they Jbould have prudent Coun- 
cilors fearing*God. And this Right over the Crown, and about 
the Difpofal of it, which our Anceftors challenged and exerci- 
fed all the Time of the Saxons, they have maintain'd and exert- 
ed with no lefs Courage and Vigor, in every Age fince the com- 
ing in of the Norman Race. 

T|. ,59. William the Firft (who is unjuftly ftiled the Conqueror 9 
having fubdued none but Harold, and thofe that abetted him) did 
obtain the Crown by a free Choice and Submifllon of the Pesrs 
and Body of the People } and before his Coronation he was 
made to fwtar that he would govern the People jufily, keep and 
obferve unto them all their old Laws, and confent unto the ha- 
ving fuch further Laws enafted, as fliould be needful for the Pre- 
fervation and Profperity of the Realm. 

^. 60. The learned BraBon, a famous Lawyer in Henfy the 
Third's Reign, 1. i.e. 16. and Viet a, 1. 1. c. 17 faith, That in gover- 
ning of the People, the King has above him the Law y by which he is 
conftituted King, and his Parliament ; viz. Tlx Earls and Barons 5 
the Earls in Latin being called Comites, that is, Companions and Vel- 
lows: Now he that has a VeUow, has a Mafter\ wherefore if the King 
become lawlefs they muft give him Law, and curb him. When we 
(peak of curbing a King, who is in Arras, in order to opprefs 
the State, it is evident that it imports an obliging him by Force 
either to renounce his tyrannical Courfes, or force him to leave 
the Land* 

^|. 6t. BraBon further fays, The King doth no Jftong, in as 
much as he doth nothing but by Law. Potejlas Regis eft potejlas 
Leg'is, potejlas juris non injuria, Brad, de Leg. Angl. The Power 
of the King is the Power of the Law^ a Power of liigi>t, not of 
Wrong. Again, £>ui fifacit injuriam, non eft Rex, Ibid. If the King , 
does bijuftice, he is not King. In another Place he has thefe Words, 
Exercere igitur debet Rex poteftatem juris fcut Dei vicarius & mini- 
fter in terra, quia ilia potejlas folius Dei eft,peteftas autem injuria Di- 
sboli eft non Dei$ & atjus horum opera fecerit Rex ejus Minifter 
erit. Igitur dumfacit piftitium Vicarius eft regis sterni: JITtnifter 
flutem Diaboli dum declinet ad injuriam , Ibid. 1. 5. The King there- 
fore ought to exercife the Power of the Law, as becomes the Vicar 
and Minifter of God upon Earth ; becaufe that Power is the Power 
of God alone \ but the Power of doing Wrong is the Power of the 
Devil, and not of God\ and the King is his Minifter, whofe Work 
he does. Whilft he does Juftipe, he is the Vicar of the eternal King ; 
but if* he defieflt' from it, to d'S unjuftly, he is the Minifter of tl>e 
Devil. He alfd fays, that the King is, Singulis Major, Univerfis 

C 4 %.<u 

1 • 

Digitized by Google 



( a 4 ) 

1- tz. In the Laws of Edward the Confeflbr, of immortal Me- 
fnory,fgr his collefting and ftria obferving the Laws of the King- 
dom, as well as for the admirM San&ity of his Life, it is written, 
That the King ought to do all things in his Kingdom according to Law, 
and by the Judgment of hu Peers. St. Edward's Law goes further, 
That unlefs the King perform his Duty, and anfwer the End far which 
be was conjlituted, not fo much as the Name of a King Jhall remain 
in Lim. 

% 6?. William Ruf us, Henry the Firft, and Stephen, got the 
Confent of the People, by promiftng to grant them their ufual 
Laws and ancient Cuftoms. Henry the Firft, Richard the Firft 
King John, and Richard the Second, oblige themfelves at theix 
Coronation to grant them* and then the People confented to 
own them as their King; and Richard the firft, and King John, were 
conjured by the Arch-Bifhops not to take upon them the Crown, 
unle(s they intended to perform their Oaths. If any King refu- 
nd fo to do, the Nobles thought it their Concern to hinder 
nis Coronation, 'till he had either made, or promifed this Engage- 
Went. Henry the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth, were only Kings by 
Aft of Parliament: And by whatlnftances have been quoted (and 
rnany more that might be given) it appears that the Kings of En^ 
(and were Kings by virtue of a Compact made between them and 
the People. This is apparent by theCompaft made with the Con- 
queror, by the Nobility and Commonalty of England. 

% 64. Florence of Wor after, Simon of Durham, and R. Hove- 
men, expreily fay, I7jat William, called the Conqueror, made a 
lfiigue, or Compaft, with the Auh-Bifhops, Bijbops, Earls, and 
Jvobles of the Land, who met him at Beorcham, and [wore Fealty 
*?,^ ;w 5 he reciprocally being required fo to do by the Arch- 
Bjfliop of 2brk, made his peifonal Oath before the Altar of 
St. Peter, To defend the holy Church of God, and the Reihrs of the 
fame, to govern all the People fubjeil to hivi jvftty, to eftabhjb equal 
Laws, and to fee them duly executed. And Ingulpbus, his Se- 
cretary, faith,. TJjat be, under thefevereft Penalties, proclaimed That 
the Laws of King Edward the Qonfejfor Jhould he perpetual, authen- 
tic al, and be obferved inviolably thro"* the whole Kingdom of England, 
&nd as fuch he commended them to his Juftices. R. Hovcden faith 
further, That he commanded the Laws of King Edward to be obfer- 
ved in all things ; And that, in the Fourth Year of h\s Reign, by 
the Couvfel of his Barons y he made the noble and wife Men of 
England to be fummoned throughout all the Provinces of England, 
that he might hear from them who were skil'd in their Law, their 
Rights and Cufloms, and that twelve Men were chofen out of every 
County, who fwore, to their Power, to tread in a right Path, neither 
turning to the right Hand, or to the left, and to make known to him 
the Cuftom and the EJtabhjbment of their Laws. 

%6$. Henry the Firft, and Stephen who fucceeded //«iryj»made 
a Compaft, and agreed, and proxnifrd an j\me*dr*ent of the 
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%. 66. The original Covipaft (faith M. Paris) was, that the 
JbouU govern them according to the Tenor of fuel ancient Law% 
and original Cufioms, as were received among them, according to 
the good, approved, and ancient Laws of the Kivgdom. The Li- 
berties in which the Nobles confided, faith M. Weftminjler: The 
Laws of their Country, faith W* of Malmsbury : The Laws of 
King Edward, fay the aforementioned Authors : The proper Laws 
and ancient Cufioms in which their Fathers lived, fay Hove den, and 
the Chronicle of Litchfield ; The Laws of England \ the ancient 
Laws of this Realm, originally- eftablijb'd, fay our Statutes: The 
Laws of the Land\ the good Laws of the Land, faith the Oath of 
RiaJjard the Second : The- (Vmrttrs of the Liberties of England , 
the common Liberty, fay the Contenders for them with King 'John 
and Henry the Third : The fundamental Laws of the Kingdom let it 
I* olfcrved. There are frequent Repititions of thefe or the lik» 
ExprefEons of a Contract by the following Princes of this Realm 
as appears by the Oaths they took at their Coronation, to pre- 
Csrvt to the People their ancient Rights, Liberties, original 
Cufioms and Laws, and by the continual Claim the People 
made to the Laws of their Country, the Laws of King Edward, 
and Magna Chart a^ as their Right. Our Anceftors thought it 
abfolutely neceffary, that whoever wou'd be their King inould 
make a Compact with them ; and be as much engaged by Oath 
to grant their Privileges to them, as they were to fwear Allegi- 
ance t,o him, and commonly that was firft done by their Kings, 
Wore they would engage to be their Subjects. And then it mull 
bt as reafonable, that he who doth continue to be their King, 
Should continue to perform his Oaths, and grant to them their 
Privileges, as for them to continue in their .Duty and Allegiance, 
And when thefe VatriA Leges, thefe ancient Laws of their Country 
were violated, they conftantly complain'd of the Injuftice of the 
Action, requiring the Obfervation of them \ and when they 
could not prevail by fair Means, they quitted their Subjection, 
and fought to recover their Right by Arms. In {hurt, this Oath " 
and Compaft is the very Ground and Catife of the Oath of Alle- 
giance $ accordingly the Lord Chancellor Fortesfcue, declares /. 9. 
/>« that our Kings arc Political Kings, who receive their Pow- 
er from the People. 

H.67. Grotius de Jure telL 1. t.C. 3. S. n. faith, Succejjion 
alone does not denominate the Manner, or Jpecify the particular 
Form of the Governor, but is only a Continuation of that Right 
which war firft fettled ^ and as much as was firft given, is afterwards 
continued by Succejjion, and no more. And then with him we may 
reafonably infer, that Succeffion only brings down to Kings what 
the firft Election gave, and makes them only Kings according to 
Compaft, and with the Condition agreed on at the firft admiffiou 
Qf thetr Progenitors to the Exercife of the Royal Authority. 

H : 68. In the Year 12$}. there was affembled a very full 
?arliamcnt, to whom King Henry the Third promifed faithfully 
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to ratifie Mhgaa Charts and Faithfully to obferve all the Articles 
of it, which King John, and he, at his Coronation, and often fince, 
had fworn to obferve. And this was done in the moft foleitm 
and .ceremonial Manner that could be devifed : For the King, with 
all the gteat Nobility of England, all the Bifhops, and chief Pre- 
lates, in their Ornaments, with burning Candles in their Hands, 
aiTembled to hear the terrible Sentence ot Excommunication upon 
all the Infringers of the fame \ and at the lighting of thofe Can- 
dles, the King, having one in his Hand, gave it to one of the Pre- 
lates, faying, It becomes not me, who am no Priejl, to hold this 
Candle } my Heart Jball be a greater Teftimony \ and withal, laid his 
Hand on his Breaft the whole Time the Sentence was reading, which 
was thus pronounced, In the Name, of the omnipotent God, 8cc. 
which done, the Charter, of King JoJm his Father was read. In 
the End, having thrown away their Candles, they cryed out, So 
let them who incur this Sentence be extintt, and Jlink in Hell^ 
and the King with a loud Voice faid, As God help me, I will, 
as a Alan, a Chriftian, a Knight, a King crowned and anoin- 
ted, inviolably obferve all thefe Tbings. But, notwithftanding 
all this, the King the very next Year broke his Oath , and con- 
tinuing to govern contrary to the Charter, in the Year 1263. the 
Barons made War upon him, under the Command of Simon of 
Monfort, who fuccseded fo far, as to take the King and bis Sons 
Prifoners, but the Prince efcaping out of Prifon, fights with 
Simon Hand to Hand, and flew him. The Historians of thofe Times 
calf d him not a Rebel, nor a Tray tor, but a moft devout Servant 
of God, and the Church, and a moft faithful Proteftor,Sheild, and 
Defender of the Kingdom of England, and a Martyr for the Li- W 
forties of Church and State, Chron. de Marl. p. 228. At the End 
of thefe Wars, in the Year 1x69. a Parliament was held at Marl- 
lorough, where the Statutes, calPd, The Statutes of Marlborough, 
were ( enabled \ in the fifth Chapter of which it is decreed, That * 
the great Charter, and the darter de Forrefta JbaR be obf cried in 
all their Articles, both concerning the King and his Subjecls. And 
here (faid the Lord Coke) it is to be obferved, That after this 
Parliament, neither Magna Charta,' nor Charta de Forrefta, ir*/ 
ever attempted to be impugned, or quejlioncd, whereupon Peace and 
Tranquility have fince enfued. Inft. 1. 2. p. 102. 

% 69. Magna Charta being only an Abridgment of our antient 
Laws and Cuftoms, the King that fwears to it, fwears to them all, 
and is not admitted to be the Interpreter of it, or to determine 
what is Good or Evil, lit to be obfervedor annulled in it, and lie 
_ can have no more Power over the reft. This having been confirm- 
ed by more Parliaments than we have had Kings fince that Time, 
the lame Obligation muft ftill lie upon them all, as upon John 
and Henry, in whofe Time that Claim of Right was compiled. 
We knfrw the Value our Anceflors fet upon their Liberties, and 
the Courage with which they defended themj and we can have 
110 better Example to encourage us, never to fuffer them to be 
\ loiateu or diminiflied. 
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70. The Nobility of England, as the Lord C*ofce obferves, 
have ever had the Laws of England in great Eftimation and Reve- 
rence, and would never fuffer them to be changed. This made 
Henry the Fuji (faith he) write to Pope Pafcal thusy Let your 
Holinefs know, thst, by tbe help of God, wbilfl I live, tbe Digni- 
ties andCufiom of our Kingdom of England Jball not be diminijoed ; 
and if I, which God forbid, Jbould fo far deje3 my felf, wy Nobles % 
and all tbe People of England, would never fuffer tbem to be altered. 
Illft. h z. p. 97. 

^•71. In the Letters which all the Nobility of England, by 
Afient of rhe whole Commonalty aflembledin Parliament at Lin- 
coln, wrote to Pope Boniface, we find thefe Words \ By Virtue of 
our Oath, 'we are bound to tbe Obfervation and Defence of tbe Li- 
forties, Cuftoms, and the Laws of our Country, wbich by the help 
of God, we will defend without wboU Power ; nor do we, nor will 
ws permit our Lord, the King, tbo* be were willing to attempt 
things fo unufual, undue, and prejudicial to tbe Royal Dignity ; 
And this was fealed by 104 Earls and Barons, in the Name of 
all the Commonalty of England. Rot. Pari. 28. Ed. r. 

% 71. King John received tbe Crown by Way of Eleftion, as be- 
ing chofen by tbe States, faith Daniel, p. 12.7. M. Paris faith, That 
all consented to the Speech of the Jrcb-biJbop t that none ought to 
fucceed another in tbe Kingdom, unlefs he were Eleded by the Com- 
munity, and thereupon they Elecled the Count, and took him for 
their King. M. Paris, p. 138. 

% j 7. King James in his fourth Speech at Whitehall, A. D. 
1609, faith, That the King was Lex Loquens, after a Sort, binding 
himfelf by a double Oath to the Ohfervation of the fundamental 
Laws of his Kingdom \ tacitly, as by being a King, and fo bound 
toproteB, as well the People, as the Laws of bis Kingdom, and 
exprejly by his Oath at his Coronation \ fo as every juft King, in a 
fettled Kingdom, is hound to obferve that PaSion made to his People 
by his Laws, in framing his Government agreeable thereunto. And „ 
therefore a King governing in a fettlM Kingdom, ceafes to be a 
King, and degenerates into a Tyrant, as foon as he leaves off to 
mle according to the Laws. Therefore all Kings that are not 
Tyrants, or perjur'd, will be glad to bind themlelves within the 
Limits of the Laws, and they that perfwade them to the contrary, 
are Vipers and Pells, both againft them and the Common- wealth, 

fl. 74. As the Subje&s ot the King are born to Lands arid other 
Things, fo are they born to inherit and enjoy the Laws of this 
Realm, that fo every Man have an equal Benefit by Law. Plow. 
55. B. Kitch. of Courts, p. 4. It is therefore called Common Right, 
and is a greater Inheritance to every Man, than that which de- 
fcends to him as Heir, from his Parents. Becaufe thereby his 
Goods, J-ands, Wife, Children^ his Body, Life, Honour, and^Efti- 
mation, are proteded from Injury and Wrong. 1. Inft. 56. This 
Common Right is called the Law of the Subjed, and the Judges 
are fworn to execute Juftice (as my Lord Coke fays, tz Co. 64. ) 
according to Law And Cttftom of Englmd* All which do prove, 
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how juftly the Laws aw called the great Inheritances of every 
Subjed, and the Inheritance or* Inheritances, without which In- 
heritance, we have no Inheritance, The King's Prerogative is 
Law too becaufe, as it was refolved, the King hath no Preroga- 
tive, but that which the Law of the Land allows him, Co. 76. 
Jud. Jenkin's Works \\ 131. The Law fays, the King is the Foun- 
tain of Juftice, and all Juftice which is done within the Realm, 
is laid, andfaid properly, to flow from this Fountain ; but then 
it muft always run in the certain and known Channels that the 
Law hath prefcribed. 

^.75. Glanvily who wis a learned Lawyer^ and Chief Juftice 
in Henry the Second^ Days, above 500 Years ago ? writ a Book 
of the Common Laws ot England, which is the ancienteft of any 
extant, touching the Subjett, informs us, that there was in his 
Time (lich a Thing as High Treafon againft the Kingdom: His 
Words are thefe ; Crimen , quod in icgibus dicitur Crimen lccf& M,t- 
jejlatis, ut de Nece vel Seduione Perfom Domini Regis vel Regni, 
&c. Cowels Liter, tit. Glanvil. 1. 1. C. z. p. i, 

76. Thofe who flatter a King that he is above the Law, do 
rooft noturioully contradict one of the firft Axioms of our Regal 
Government, which is, that Lex facit Regcm \ - and he hath 
. originally fubjtcted himfelf to the Law by his Coronation Oath. 
Jud. Jenk. Works, p. 134. Mirror. Cb. $.* S. 1. p. 22,$. This 
proves a King of England to be King by Law $ as alfo that the 
Coronation Oath is a Fundamental Law of this Kingdom, and is 
antecedent to the Subjects Homage and Oath of Fealty, and that 
our firft Monarch was made fo by their own Confent. He is a 
Legal King, his Authority is under a legal Extent j and as Fo>- 
tefcue fays, his Power Royal is reftrained by Powc:r Politick, for 
de Laudiius Legum. AngUa p. 16. Therefore a King's Grant of 
any Favour made contrary to Law, is void, according to another 
Axiom of our Government, Nihil aliud pot/eft Rex^ &c. quam quod 
de Jure poteft. Brafton. He can do nothing as a King, but what 
he can legally do. So that it is made the very Eifence of our 
Kings, to govern according to Law j for where the Will governs, 
and not the Law, there he is no longer King } ubi Voluntas impcrat, 
Sec. The Law is to be the only Rule and Meafure of his Govern- 
ment; and upon this Account it is truly faid, that a King of 
Behind can do no Wrong ; nor will his Prerogative be any War- 
rant to him to do an Injury to any one. Noy i8z. 1 Co. 44. B, 
applaud. 147. Jenk. JPoiks 41. He cannot by his Grant or Char- 
ter alter a Law, nor alter Inheritance, for this would be wrong 
which he cannot do. Fortcfcve. C. 9. P. 9 Co. iz$. Bro. 
ah: tit. Perog. N. 15, 18, 5$. 

•J. 77. By the 11 Rich. i.C. 10. It is ordained and eftablifhed, 
That neitjier Letters of the Signet, nor of the King's privy Seal 
fhall be from thence for ill feat in Damage or Prejudice vf the 
Realm., nor in Difturtyiixe of the Law. f r id. Sir Rob. Cb/f. 
J' . 1 R. z. Aw. 9£. 
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78. In the uR.z. Rot. Pari. Pars t, z, $, Trefilian, and 
five Judges mote, with one of the King's Serjeants at Law, and 
one of the.King's Council at Law, for delivering their extrava- 
gant illegal and extra-judicial Opinions, That the King might 
avoid a Statute, Ordinance and Comraiflion, which had been 
made for the Safety of both King and Kingdom in the lait Parli- 
ament, by the Peers and Commons of the Land, with the King's 
Affent ; were executed as falfe Traytors, by a Judgment from 
the moil fupreme Court of Judicature in the Kingdom, the 
Parliament. . • f . • * 

% 79. £y the Records, 7 H. 4. Rot. Pari. Numb. $9. It is de- 
clared, The King Juu no Prerogative that derogates fromjuftice and 
Equity. And Brafton, in Lib. 3. c. 9. faith, The Regal Power is 
according to Law ; He has no Power to do any Wrong, nor can the 
King do any thing but what the Law warrants. Our Records of 
the greateft Authority with us declare, That our Kings owe all 
their Power, not to any , right of Inheritance of Conqueft, or Succef- 
fion, but to the People. So in the Parliament Rolls. of Hen 4. 
Numb. 1 08. we read, That the Kingly Office and *Powcr was granted 
by the Commons to King Henry the Fourth, and before binn to his 
Predecejfor, Richard the Second. Thus the Houfe of Commons or- 
der'd exprefly to be enter'd upon Record* That they had granted 
to King Richard to ufe the fame Liberty that the Kings of England 
before him had ufed : Which becaufe he abufed, to the Subveiiion 
of the Laws, and contrary to his Oath at his Coronation, the 
fame Perfons that granted him that Power, took it back again, 
and depofed him. The fa<*e Men, as appears by the fame Re- 
cord, declared in open Parliament, That having Confidence in the 
Prudence amd Moderation of Henry the fourth : They Will and 
Enaft, That he enjoy the fame Authority that his Ancejlors enjoyed: 
By which,, and other Examples, it is plain that the Kindly Office* 
' is .nothing but a Trull, and \Gitt by Fox Populi of all the People 
by their Delegates, in Parliament AITembled. 

% So. Where the Monarchy is Regular, as in Germany, England, 
Sec. the Kings can neither make, nor change Laws : They are un- 
der the Law, and the Law is not under them. Their Letters or 
Commands are not to be regarded. In the Adminiftration of 
Juftice, theQueftion is not what pleafes them, but what the Law 
declares to be right, which mu<l have its Courfe, whether the 
King be bufie, or at Leifure, whether he will or not. The King 
who never dies, is always prefent in the fupreme Courts, and nei- 
ther knows, nor regards the Pleafure of the Man that wears the 
Crown. 

% 81. We have had no King, iince William the Firft, more 
hardy than Henry the Eighth, and yet he acknowledged the Pow- 
er of making, changing* and repealing Laws to be in the Parlia- 
ment. .It was not he,' but the Parliament that diffolv'd the Ab- 
bies; He did not take their Lands to himfrlf, but received what 
the Parliament thought fit to give him: He did not rejea the Su- 
premacy 
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Ptemacy of the Pope, nor affume any other Power in Spiritual 
Matters than the Parliament conferr'd upon him. 

li . 8z. The Judges of the Land, who are chofen by the King, by 
the Advice of his Council, are fo far from depending upon the 
Will of the King, 18 Edw. 3, Cap. 1. that they fwear faithruliy to 
ferve the People as well as the King, and to do Juftice to every 
Man according to the Law of the Land, notwithftanding any 
Writs, Letters, or Commands received from him j and in default 
thereof, they are to forfeit their Bodies, Lands and Goods, as 
in Cafes of Treaf on. Queen Elizabeth, and hef Counfellors, pief- 
fed the Judges very hardly to obey the Patent under her giteat 
Seal, in the Cafe of Cavendifi * but they anfwer'd, That both Jbe 
and they hadtaken an Oath to hup the Lav, and if they Jhouldobey 
her Commands, the La* would not warrant them, &c. Jndtrftn's Rep. 
p. 15*. And befides the Offence agairift God, their Country, and 
the Commonwealth, they alledged the Example of Empfon and 
Dudley, (who were executed as Tray tors, as were Gavefion, the 
two Spencers, Terfilian, Straford, and ofhers, for fubverting the 
Laws of the Land in Obedience to the King's Command ) whereby 
they faid, They were deterred jrom obeying her illegal Commands. 
They who had fworn to keep the Law, not withftanding the King's 
W r rits, knew, that the Law depended not upon his Will : Artf the 
fame Oath that obliged them not to regard any Command they 
tfiould receive ftcm him, (hewed, that they were not to expeft 
Indemnity by it \ and not only, that the King had neither the 
Power of making, altering, mitigating, or interpreting the Law, 
but that he was not at all to be heafB, in general or particular 
Matters, otherwife than as he fpeaks in the common Courfe of 
Juftice, -by the Courts legally eftablifltedi According 'to Magna 

^o Man can be 
Life or Limb* 
ivs, That in re- 
ceiving Jujlice the King « equal to another Man : Which could not 
be, if Judgments were given by him, and he were exempted from 
the Judgment of all by that Law, which has put all Judgments 
into the Hands of the People. This Power is executed by them 
in grand or petty Juries, and the Judges are Afliftantsto them in 
explaining the difficult Points of thellaw,in which 'tis prefumed 
they fhou'd be learned. The Strength of every Judgment confifts 
in the Verdict of thefe Juries, which the Judges do not give, but 
pronounce or declare.- And the fame Law that makes good a 
Verdict given contrary to the Advice or Direction of the judges, 
expofes them to the Penalties, if upon their own Heads, or a 
Command from the King, they fiiould prefume to give Sentence, 
without, or contrary to a Verdift ; ancj no*Pretenfions to a Power 
of interpreting the Law, can exempt then! if they break it: Nay, 
*ven in fpecial Verdicts, the Judges are only AlMants to.ttjie Ju- 
ries, who find it fpecially, and the Verdict is from them, tho* the 
Judges having heard the Point argued* declare the Senfe fcf the 
Law thereupon. 

Digitized by Google 



%. 8$. By an ASt of the Firft of William and Afary, declaring 
the Rights and Liberties ofthe Subject, and fettling the Succeffion 
of the Crown. They do in the ririt Place, (as their Ancestors in 
like Cafes, have ufually done ) tor the Vindicating and Averting 
their Ancient Rights and Liberties, declare, 

I. That the pretended Power of fufpending of Laws, or tie execution 
of Laws by Regal Authority , without Confent of Parliament , is illegal* 

II. That the Pretended Power of dijpenjlvg with Laws , or'theexc~ 
cation of Laws by Regal Authority, as it hath been ajjumed, cntd ex- 
trcifedof late, is illegal. 

III. That the CommiJJion for erefiing the late Court of Comrijfioners 
for Ecclefiajiical Caufes, and all other Commijjions and Courts of like 
Nature, are illegal and pernicious. 

IV. That Levying Money for, or to the Vfi of the Crown, by pre- 
tence of Prerogative, without Grant of Parliament for longer time, or 
in other Manner than f7;# fame is, or pall be granted, is illegal. 

V. That it is the Right of the Subjefts to Petition tlx King, and all 
Commitments and Profecutions for fuch Petitioning* are illegal. 

VI. That the raijing, or keeping a Standing Army within ihe King- 
dom, in time of Peace, unlefs U be with Confent of Patliament^is 
Again]! Law. 

VII. That the Sub'jeHs, which are Proteftants, may have Arms' for tkeir 
Defence, according to their Conditions, 'and as allow 7 d by Law. 

VIII. That Eiefiion of Members of Parliament ought to be Free. 

IX. That the Freedom of Speech, and Debates, or Proceedings in 
Parliament, ought not to be impeach* d, or quejlion'd iii an) Court or 
Place out of Parliament. • • ' , 4 , 

X. That exceffve Bail ought not to be required, Mor^xitJ/ive Fines 
impoftd^ nor cruel and unufual Punifiments injlifteaT ^ ! 

XL That Jurors ought to be impanneN, and returned ; and' Jurors 
which pafs upon Men, in Trials for Higb-Trcafon, ought to be Free- 
holders. 

XII. That all Grants, and Promifes of Fines and Forfeitures of 
particular Perfons, before Conviclion, are illegal and void. 

XIII. And that for Redrefs of all Grievances, and for the amen- 
ding, Jlrengthning, and prtferving of the Laws, Parliaments ought 
to H held frequently. And they do claim, demand, and infift 
upon all, and fmgular the Premifes, as their undoubted Rights 
and Liberties , and that ub Declarations, Judgments, Doings, or 
Proceedings, to the Prejudice of the People in any of the laid 
Premifes, ought in any wife to be drawn hereafter intoConfe- 
quence or Example. And whereas it hath been found by Experi- 
ence, that it is inconfrftent with the Safety and Welfare of this 
Proteftant Kingdom, to be govern'd by a Popijb Prince, or by any 
King or Queen marrying a Papift, 'tis decked, Tl>at all and every 
Perfon, -jt Perfons, that is, are, or Jhall be reconciled to, or Jhall prof cfs 
the PopijJ) Religion, or Jbsll marry a Papift, Jhall be excluded, and be for 
iter uncapable to inherit, pojfefs, or enjoy the Crown and Govem r 
ment of this Realm % and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto be- 
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longing, or any Part of the fame, or to have, ufe, or extrcife an) 
Regal Power, Authority , or furifdiction within the [am \ and in all, 
ana every fuch Cafe or Cafes, the People of thefe Realms Jball* be, 
and ate her eh abfolved of their Allegiance \ and the faid Crown and 
Government Jl) all from time to time defcend to, and he enjoy* d by fuch 
Perfon or Perfons, heivg Protefiants, as Jbould have inherited and en- 
joyed the fame, in Cafe the faid Perfon or Perfons, fo reconciled, bold- 
ivg Communion , or frfifejjing, or marrying^ as aforefaid, wax natu- 
rally dead. 

% 84. Tis plain from what hath beenfaid, that all Govern- 
ment, Authority and Magiftracy proceeds from the People. Now 
I will fhew, that they have Authority to fet afide the next Heir 
to Government, when unfit or uncapable to govern : And alfo, 
to difpoffefs them that are in Pofleflion, it they obferve not 
the Laws and Conditions by which, and for which their Digni- 
ties were given them ; and when it is done upon juft and urgent 
Caufes, and by publick Authority of the whole Body, the Juiticc 
thereof is plain. As when the Prince &a)l endeavour to eitablifh 
Idolatry, or any Religion which is repugnant to the Scripture, 
contrary to the Laws of the Lantf, or to deftroy the People, or 
make them Slaves to his tyrannical Will and Pleafure. For as the 
whole Body natural may cure its Head when out of order, fornay 
the Body Politick cure or purge their- Heads, when they are perni- 
cious qr deftructiveto $e£ody Politick ^ feeing-that aBody civil 
may have divers Heads by Succeflion, or Election, and cannot 6e 
bound to one, as a Body Natural is: Which Body Natural, it it 
had Ability to cut off its aking or fickly Head, and take another, 
I doubt not but it would do it, and that all Men would conrefs 
it had Authority fufficient, and reafon fo to dp, rather than that 
the other Plfts%iould perifti, or live in Pain and continual Tor- 
ment:' So may the Body Politick chofe another Head and Gover- 
nor in the room of i ts deftructive one y which hath been done for 
many Ages,an<l God hath wonderfully concurred(rbr the moft Part) 
with fuch judicial Ads of the Commonwealth againft their evil 
Princes^ not only prof pering the fame, but by giving commonly 
fome notable Succeifor in Place of the deprived, thereby both to 
juflifie the Fa£t, and remedy the Fault of him that went before. 
Saul was flain by the Philijlines, by God's Appointment, for not 
fulfilling the Law and Limits prefcribed unto him. Amnion was 
lawful King alfo, yet he was ilain fbi not walking in the Way 
prefcribed him by God, 1 Kings xxi. and David and Jofiah were 
made Kings in their rooms, who were two moft excellent Princes. 
Malum, Ptkahiah and Pekah, three wicked and idolatrous Kings of 
Ifiacl, were flain one after another, and all the Kings of ifrael 
who violated the Covenant and Conditions annexed to their 
Crowns, did, for the moft Part, lofe their Lives, and underwent 
the utter Extirpation of their Pofterities from the Crown^ Reho- 
loam (tor only threatning taopprefs the People) was deferted by 
them, who chofe Jeroboam his Servant in his ftead, which was ap- 
prove J of by God. ' .. 
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% 85. If I fliould inftance all the Kings oF^frnei, whom God 
permitted ^or appointed) to be {lain, aud thofe that were carried 
away Captive by the Heathens, for their unjuft Government, I 
fliould be too copious. But I will leave the Hebrews, and give 
you feveral Examples of the depriving of evil Princes of the 
Government in France, Spain, Portugal, &c. and laft of all in 
Scotland and England, ?nd the Happinefs and Profpetity that did 
attend thofe Proceedings \ and by Confequence God approved 
thereof, and does approve of fuch A&s. 

1. 86. There were too great Changes made of the Royal Line 
ranee 9 the firft from Pbaramond to the Line of Pepin, and 
the mqft remote in Blood of his Defcendents having often been 
preferred before the neareft, and Baftards before the Legitimate 
iffue, they were at lift all laid afide. The Second from Pepin to 
Hugo Capets in which Family the Crown remains to this Day* 
C/jilderich the Third was deprived for his evil Government, and 
Pepin was chofen King in his ftead, whofe Pofterity reigned for 
many Years after him, and were brave Kings, as Hiftory doth 
teftiry. Lewis the Third, aud Charles, Sirnamed Le Grofs, were* 
both deprived by the States of France, for their evil Government, 
and fuch who were thought more worthy appointed in their ilead* 
All French Hiilorians do attribute to thefe great Changes that 
have been made by the People, the Profperity and Greatnefs of 
their Kingdom. Henry the Third, before he was King of France* 
was chofen King of Polonia, who departing thence without Leave* 
and not returning according to his Promife, was deprived by A& 
of Parliament. 

% • 87. In Spain, Roderick and Jlphonfo were deprived for their 
evil Government* Bernard, the Son of Char lem aine of France^ was 
rejected, becaufe they would not be govern'd by a French-man* 
Jlphonfo the Third, Sirnamed The Great, a brave Prince, yet at 
laft fell into Tyranny, was twice deposU Puf. p. Z9, 30. FavilA* 
Xing of Caftite, a cruel Tyrant, was deposM by the Caftilians f 
who abjur'd him, and fet up Magi, like that of the Ptrfians, 
to govern them. Jlphonfo the Fourth being judged unfit to go- 
vern, wasoblig'dtofurrenderthe Kingdom to his Brother Ax- 
mievs. Ordonius ufurped the Crown, and banifliing Santius Crd- . 
fius> the People rofe to reftore their good King, and pull'd dowrt 
Ordonius, and fet up SanSius the feeond time. Blanch, Wife of 
Lewis the Eighteenth of France, was put by, and the younger 
Sifter Bcthigaria fet up in her ftead. Jlphonfo the Tenth was de- 
pofed f and Flavio SuintiUa, was deprived tor his evil Govern- 
ment, together with all his Pofterity, and SiJJinando chofen in hii 
room. Peter, Sirnamed The Cruel, was twice dethron'd ; the laft 
time, thty fent tor a Baftard Brother of his Named Henry, Count 
of Traftaramara, Baftard to Jlplxmfo, the Eleventh King of Cajlilfy 
that lived in France, deliring him to come with fome French-men* 
to affift them in that Ad, and take the Crown upon himfelf} „ 
which he did by the Help of the Spaniardsi and flew him ia 
Fight Hand to Hand, and fo enjoyed th* Crown* and his Po^ 
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Verity after him: This Henry was a moft excellent King, as well I 
for his Courage in War, as for his other brave Qualities. Henry \ 
the Fourth, caJPd The Scandal of Sfain, who being incapable of { 
getting Children, hir'd another Man to lie with his Queen, and 
declared that Daughter fo begotten, Heir apparent, for which the 1 
Nobility entred into an Aitociation, depos'd him, and gave 
the Crown to Alfhonfo the Eleventh. King Ferdinand, and his 
Daughter married to the King of Caple, and her Uncle, by the 
Father's Side, were rejected, and the Crown given to John, % 
Knight of Calatrava, and Baftard to an Uncle of Ferdinand their 
King. 

*Jj.88. In the Year i$8r. the States of Holland, in a general 
Aflembly at the Hague, abjur'jd all Obedience and Subjection to 
Philip, King of Spaing and in a Declaration juftifle their fo do- 
ing} For that by his tyrannous Government* Againft Faith fo often 
givtn and broken, he bad loft his Right to all the Belgic Provin- 
ces ; that therefore they depos'd him, Thuan, 1. 74. Frcm that 
Time to this, no State or Kingdom has profpered fo much as 
they. 

% 89. In Portugal, Alfhonfus was depofcd becaufe he was 
young, and his Mother encroaching upon their Liberties. Don 
Sancljo the Second was deprived by tne univerfal Confent of all 
Portugal, and Don Alanfo, his Brother, fet up-: Who, amongft 
other great Exploits, was the firft that fet Portugal free from 
all Subje&ion, Dependance, and Homage to the Kingdom of 
Caflile. And his Son who was his Succenor, builded and rounded 
above forty great Towns in Portugal } who was likewife a moft 
rare Prince } and his Off-fpring ruleth to this Day. 

\ 90. In Denmark, Clmfiofher the Second, Valdemar, Erick 9 
and Chriftian the Second, were depofed, Anno 1523. for his evil 
Government, and Frederick, Duke of Holfiein, was chofe in his 
Head : The Anceftors of the prefent King of Denmark j Cifternus 9 
for his intolerable Cruelty, was deprived, and his three Chil- 
dren difinherited, and his Uncle Frederick, Duke of Holftem, was 
chofen in his (lead, whofe Off-fpring remaineth in the Crown. 

91. In Poland, Ledicus the Second, Anno 750. Lefcus the 
Eirft, Miccijlauus, Senior, and Vladiflans the Third, firnam'd Lo- 
fticus were depofed for their Male-Adminiftration. Sigifmond 
a Hungarian, was rerufed the Crown, tho* Heir to it, becaufe 
he was a Hungarian* Henry of Aujou deferted Poland upon his 
being mads King of France, upon which' they chofe a new King. 

^|. 9i# In Sweden, Ingellus, Amund, Shoercber, JPaldiwar, Birgir, 
Magnus and Jlberf his Succeffor were all twice depofed ; Erick 
was twice depofjet, andCbrifto}her, Duke of Bavaria, rmade King 
in his dead \ Charles Cnatefon was depofed, and Chrhftictn, King 
of Denmark, crown'd in his Head, who likewife turning Ty- 
rant, was depofed, and Charles was reftored again, an<fe de- 
pos'd again for his Tyranny, and reftor'd again, and died in 
PolTeflion. Stenfture reign'd fourteen Years as Regent, not as 
King, was depofed, and John thq Second made King, who turn- 
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ing Tyrant, was deriofed, and Stenjlure made Regent again. Erickvrzs, 
by the univerfal Rifing of the People^ depofed tor his Tyranny, and 
his Brother Charles made King in his itead. Sigifmond ofPola?id t 
about the beginning of this Age, was depofed tor attempting 
to refiore Popery, and, in a full Aflembly ot the Ettates, declar'd 
incapable to reign, and Charles, Duke of Sundcrmania, hi* Uncle* 
made King in Ins room, who was the Father of the Great Git/la* 
vus Adolf hus. 

% 94. Tarquin being expelled for his Tyranny, th* Romans had 
fuch a Hatred againlt the Family, that they would never after 
name any of their Children Tarquin. Upon the Alteration of 
their Government, Junius Brutus was made Conful, who exe- 
cuted Juftice upon his own Sons, and ftood himfelf upon the 
Judgment- Seat, and faw them put to Death, for confpiring to 
- reftore the Family of Tarquin to the Throne. Romulus, Numa 
Pompilius, Tullius Hoft'ilius, Angus Marticus, Tarquinius Pri/cus? 
Servius Tullius, and Tarquinius Superhus, were depofed for their 
Tyranny, ajid the Roman Government turn'd into a Common- 
wealth, the beft regulated at firft that ever the World faw. The 
depofing the Roman Emperors, would be endlefs to enumerate • 
No Man can pretend they had any divine Right, who were moft 
of them of mean Birth, and proclaim'd by the Soldiery. Valen- 
tinian was the Son of a Roper \ Jovian of mean Birth, and a 
Foot-Soldier, and the like; they came in by Force, and were 
^ driven out by Force j and thirty fix of them were murtherM by 
one another. There are no Parts of Hiftory, but are full of Ex- 
amples of this kind, and the nearer we go back to the Beginning 
of Government, the morelnftances we have of the Peoples fetting 
up, and pulling down their Monarchs for their Tyranijy. 

% 94. Nay, the very Emperors of Germany, when they infrin- 
ged the Rules of Government, which they had fworn inviolably 
to obferve, and violated the fundamental Laws of the Empire,th* 
States have oppofed and refilled them, and finally deprived thent 
xof the Empire. The German Lawyers have always held, and 
do Hill hold it for a certain Truth, That when they abufe their 
Power, for the overturning of the State, or for invading the Rights 
of the Princes of the Empire, that it is a Right inherent in tht 
Empire, to deprive them of their imperial Dignity, and to confer t7m 
fame on another. This is declared by Lampadius, Arnizaus, Di- 
derick, Cenringius, and many others. The Emperor Wcnctflaux 
was depofed by the Eleftors of the Empire, in the Year 14004 
after that he had been exhorted by the State, to amend and take ug 
from bis irregular Aftings. 

% 95. In Scotland, the Nobiliy and Gentry, gfc. took Arm* 
agamft Durjlus their King, for his intolerable Cruelty, and flew 
him and his Confederates in Battle (and put by his Sons, left 
they fliould imitate their Father's Vices) and ele&ed Even, his 
Brother in his itead, who leaving a Baftard Son, the JCtugdom 
was conferred on him. Crathy Cinthus having furpriz'd and (lain 
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Donald for his Tyranny, he was unanimoutly chofenXing. Ethus 
was, for his evil Government, deprived, and Gregory made King 
in his Stead. James the Third, of Scotland, for endeavouring to 
introduce an arbitrary Government, after the Violation of many 
folemn Promifes to the contrary ; the Nobility and Gentry, in 
great Numbers, alfembled themfelves together, having bis eldeft 
Son, about Sixteen Years of Age, at tbeitf Head to opj>ofe his 
Defignsj who met in the Field of : Sterling, where the King was 
defer te J and fiain, and his Son was declared King ; and in a 
free Parliiroent, foon after call'd, the Battle of the field of Ster- 
ling was iiilly debated, and by the unanimous Confent of the 
Three £1 tales, it was declared and adjudged, That thofe that were 
Jinn in the faid Field of Sterling, in the JJ/ifianee and Defence of 
the late King, had fatten by their own deferring, and juftly fujfered 
the Punijhment of their Ralbnefs: That the Conquerors were inno- 
cently guily of the Blood there fied, and fairly acquitted of any 
Purfuit. The Ad of Parliament condemns the arbitrary 
Proceedings of the faid King James the Third, Fines and For- 
feits molt of the Nobility and Gentry that flood by him at the 
Battle of Sterling, and )uitiries and clears all thofe that fought 
agu'ntt him, in Defence of their Laws and Liberties, as is to be 
feen in the Scotch Acts of Parliament, Printed by the Authority 
of Queen ALvy of Scotland, of which fee more in Buchanan, 
Drummond's Hiftory of the Five James, and others. Buchanan, 
fpeaking of his Country, faith, Mat it was free from the be- 
ginning \ created it felf Kings upon this very Condition, That tin 
. Empire king conferred on them by the Suffrages of the People, if 
the Matter required it, they might take it away by the fame Suf- 
frages; Of which Law many Footfteps have rcmaiued to our 
Age. 

^j. 96. I will end tbrs Narration with Examples out of En- 
gland (before and fince the ConqueM Arch'rgaKo, Emerian, Vor- 
tigern, Sigttert, King of the Wejt-Saxins \ Beorwed, and Mured, 
King of Northumberland, were all deprived of their Thrones for 
their evil Government, and fuch who were thought more worthy 
preferred in their {lead. King Edwin being deprived for his un- 
yxii Government, the Crown was given to his Brother Edgar, 
who was one of the rarer! Princes' that the World had in his 
time, both for Peace and War, Juftice, Piety and Valour. He 
hpt a Navy ' (faith Stow) of three t Lou J 'and and fix hundred Shifs, 
diflribuied in divers Parts for the Defence of the Realm, and he 
built and reftored forty feven Monafieries at his own Charge, &c 
97- After the Conqueft, King Edward the Second, Richaii 
the Second, and Richard the Third, were, for not governing 
according to the Laws of the Land, deprived of the Govern- 
ment, and Edward the Third, and Henry the Fourth and Seventh, 
were preferred in their rooms, who were moil rare an4»valiant 
Princes, who have done many important Ads in this Kingdom, 
and have raifed many Families to Nobility, put down others, 
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changed States both abroad and at home, altered the Courfe of 
Defcent in the Blood-Royal, and the like 5 which was unjuft, 
and is void to this Day, if the Changes and Deprivations of 
the former Kings were unlawful, (according to the Doctrt«e 
of Pajfivt Obedience without Referve) and consequently all thofe 
Princes that have fucceeded them (which yet never tailed of a.v 
conftant Defcent) were Ufurpers ; and thole who do pretend to 
the Crown of England at this Day, h^ye no Title ; but by vir- 
tue of the late Ad of Parliament (which was never denied, or 
dare be denied) tor that from thofe Men they defcended, who 
were put in the Place of the aforementioned Deprived, by the 
People. And this is, and hath been the Cuftom and Brattice 
of all Kingdoms and Common-wealths, to deprive their Princes 
for their evil Government, and that God hath, and does con- 
cur with the fame, is plain from the Examples before menti- 
oned, of the Profperity and Happinefs that hath attended thofe 
Ads. 

1f. 98. In thfc Reign of King John, the Barons, Prelates and 
Commons, took a folemn Oath, That if he Jhould refufc to grant 
and confirm their Lam and Liberties, they would wake War againjl 
him fo long, and withdraw thevij elves from their Allegiance to him', 
until he Jbou'd confirm to them by a Charter, ratified with his Seal, 
till things winch they required: And if the King Jbould afterwards 
fer adventure recede from his Oath, as they verily believed he would, 
by reafon of his double Dealing, they would fortljwitb, by feiz- 
ing on his Caftlcs, compel him to give Satisfaction. He after- 
wards breaking his Oath and Promife, the Barons faid, What . • 
JbaU we do with this wicked King? If we let him thus alone, he 
will dtfiroy us and our People \ it is expedient, therefore, that 
he Jhonld be expelled the Throne. We will not have him any lon- 
ger to reign over us. And accordingly they fent fome of their 
own Body, both Lords and Commons beyond-Sea for Lewis, 
the Prince of France, whom they had chofen (M. Weft. 174.) 
to be thtit King, and fwore Fealty to him, but they afterwards 
difcovering that he had fworn that he would opprefs them, 
and extirpate all their Kindred, they rejected him, and fet 
up {fairy the Third, King JoMs eldeft Son, who was not 

# fCrtf Nine Years old. The Eart of Pembroke, Great Marjball, 

* fpoke to this EfFed to them, Thoi* we have profecrtied the Fa- 
t)m,and that wflly, yet this young Infant is pine and inno- 
cent from thofe Ms Doings : You know what the Scripture faith, 
The Child* fhall not bear the Iniquity of his Father: Come, 
let us pity his tender Tears, and make, and conjlitute him to be 
9ur King, and throw off this Yoke of vile Slavery from us, this 
French King's Son and his People. At laft the whole Council, 
as if they had been infpired from Heaven, cried out with one 
Voice n Fiat fie, fiat Rex, fiafRex Be it fo, he Jball be our King, 
Ann. Dam. m6. So the Day was appointed for his Coronati- 
onj which was Simon and Jude. Knighton dz vent. AnglS&. CoU 
2416, i^zj. and vid. Mat. Par. f. 289, and 309. 
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% oo. In the Reign of Edward the Second the Parliament met 
at London, and declared by common Confent, That be was un- 
worthy of the Crown ^ and for many Caufes depos'd him, and 
chofe his Son Edward by unanimous Confent, and his Election 
was publickly declared in JVeftminJler-HdM : Some of both Houfes 
were lent to Edward the Second to acquaint him with the Ele- 
ction of his Son, and to require him to rdign the Crown, 
which accordingly he did, all the People confented to the Ele- 
ction} as did all the Prelates, and the Arch-Bifhop made an Ora- 
tion on thefe Words, Vox Populi, Vox Dei, exhorting all to pray 
for the King Elect. 

% ioo. In the *9th Year of Henry the Sixth, Richard Dnke of 
York, lays his Claim to the Crown in. Parliament; and after long 
Arguments made, and deliberate Confutation had among the 
Peers, Prelates and Commons of the Realm ; fays Grafton, It was 
con descended and agreed, that Kntg Henry having been taken for 
King above Thirty Eight Tears, that he jhould enjoy the fame, du- 
ring his Life: But if he either died or rejigned, or forfeited iht 
fame, for infringing any Point of this Concord, then the faid Crown 
and Jutho) ity Rnyd foould immediately defcend to the Duke of 
York, if he then lived, or elfc to the next Heir of his Line,- 
or Lineage ; and that the Duke, from thenceforth fbuuld be Prote- 
8or and Regent of the Land, Provided always, That if the King did 
clofely, or ap partly ftudy, or go about to break, or alter this Agree- 
ment, or to compafs • or imagine the Death or Deflruflion of the 
faid Duke, Or his Blood, he Jhould forfeit the Crown, and the Duke 
of York fiould have it. Thefe Articles ware not only written, 
jfealed and {worn to by the two Parties, but alfo were enafted 
in the High-Court of Parliament.* Grafton's Chron. fol. 647. 
vid. Cott. Records $9 Hauy the Sixth, from No. 10. to No. 

But Duke Richard being (lain in the Battle of Wakefield, 
his Son Edward c ill^l a Council of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and laid open his Title to the Realm to them, with 
the Articles of Agreement. After the Lords bad considered 
nnd weighed his Title and Declaration, they determined by 
Authority of the faid Council'; Forafmuch as King Henry the 
Sixth, contrary to his Oath, Honour, and Agreement, had vio- 
Jated, aud infringed the Order taken and enacted in the laft 
Parliament; and alfo, becaufe he was infufficient to rule the 
Realirr, and unprofitable to the Common-wealth, he was there- 
tor? by the aforefud Authority, deprived a#d rejected of all 
Kingly Honour and R-gal Sovereignty, and incontinent Ed- 
ward, Earl of Marche, was by the Lords in the laid Council 
allembled, named, elected, and. admitted forKingand Governorof 
thr Realm. And the People bein'i got together in St. John\ Fields 
to behold the Mufter that, was there that Day, the Lord 
Faucoiibndge, who took the Mutters, wifely declared to the 
2viuUitU;ie, the Orfenes and Breaches of the late Agreement 
jjpns py King Hciny the Sixth, and demanded whether they 
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would hate the faid King Henry to reign any longer over 
them, to whom, they with one Voice, anfwerd, Nay, Nay\ * 
then asking them if they would ferve and obey the Earl 
of Marcbe as their Sovereign Lord, rhey anfwer'd Tea, Tea, 
crying King Edward, with many great Shouts, and clapping of 
Hands, The Lords being advertifed jof the loving Conlent, 
which the Commons frankly and freely of their free Will had 
given \ they all prefently , with feveral of. the mod fubftantial 
Commons, went to Baynard's Caftle, and acquainted the faid 
Earl with their Ele&ion and Admiflion, and the loving Af- 
fent of the faithful Commons ; and the next Day, being con- 
veyed to Wejlminfter, his Title and Claim to the Crown was 
declared ; Firft, as Son and Heir to Richard his Father right 
Inheritor to the fame ; Secondly, By Authority of Parlia- 
ment, and Forfeiture committed by King Henry. And the 
Commons being again demanded, if they would admits and 
take the faid Earl as their Sovereign Lord, all with one 
Voice cried Tea, Tea- y which Agreement concluded, He 
was then again proclaimed, and the 19th of June following, 
he was crowned King at Wefiminfler, by the Name of King 
Edward the Fourth. Graft. Cbron. f. 652, 653, ^S8, Vid. Speed's 
H'ifi. f. 851. Col. 1,2. Stowf. 414. Coll. '415, Col. 1. 

% ioi. Thus by the common Utage of England, which is the ' 
common Law of England, Kings (degenerating into Tyrants) may 
be deprived for evil Government, and others let up in their Stead, 
is plain from the aforegoing Examples. 

% . 102. That all Magiilrates and Governors do proceed from 
the People, is plain from the following Examples in Scripture. 
Deut. xvi. 18, 19. The QAldren o/Ifrael are commanded to wake 
Judges and Officers throughout their Tribes. Deut. xvii. 14, i$. 
When thou art come into the Land, Sec. and Jbalt fay, I will fet 
n King over me, like as all the Nation* that are about me: T/jou 
Jbalt in any wife fet him a King over thee, whom the Lord thy - 
God Jbalt chofe : One from amongft thy Brethren Jbalt thou fet over 
thee ; thou may y Jl not fet a Stranger over thee. So God did only 
referve to hirafeif the Nomination of their King ; by which 
he defign'd to make his People more happy than they could 
exjpeft by their own peculiar Choice: He knowing the Heart 
or Man, and the Corruption of their Nature, did nominate 
them who were moil fit to govern Ijis People ; yet God did 
not require the Jews to accept him for King whom he nomi- 
nated, but left it to their own free Will, whether they would 
approve of him or not, is plain from the following Exam- 
ples. Upon the Death of Saul, David was fet up by the Ap- 
pointment of Almighty God, yet there was only the Tribe of 
Judab that followed David, and made him King; eleven Tribes 
followed Ifbbojbstb, SauVs Son, whom they made King; and 
tbo* 3 David had a long War againft them, yet he' doth not 
call them Rebels ; neither do we find that God puniflied them, 

or 
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Or fent apy Judgment upon them for not accepting of Davit 
as King j and when Reebok and Banah had flain Ipbojbetb, and 
brought his Head to David at Hebron, faying, £e/;o/J tfr 
Head of thine Enemy: ytt David, inftead of rewarding them, cau- 
sed them to be flain fox killing of JJhbojhetb, whom he calls a 
righteous Perfon, not a Rebel : After whofe Death, all thofe 
Tribes came to David, Ad made.a Compaft with him for the Per- 
formance of fuch Conditions, which they thought neceiTary 
for the fecuring of their Liberty, before tney made him King, 
iSam.Cbaf, z, 3 ,"4, 5. 

H. 10 The making of Solomon King by David his Father, wa$ 
riot thought fufficient without the People's Confcnt, elfe why 
did the People anoint Solomon and make him King the fecond 
Tune ? 

11. 104, Saul, who left behind him many Children, yet not 
any of them fucceeded him, except IJbboJbetb, who was not his 
eldeft Son, who was anointed King by Abner, the GenerU Cap- 
tain of that Nation, to whom eleven Tribes followed, uutil 
he was flain, and then they «chofe <David* And Jonathan, one 
Qt Saul's Sons, fo much piaifed in holy Scripture, being flain 
in War, his Son Mepbibofieth did not fucceed to the Crown, 
tho' by Succeflion he had a more plaufible Right to it than 
pavid : God promifed David, that his Seed Jbould reign for 
ever after ; yet we do not find this performed to any of 
his elder Sons, nor to any of their Off - fpring, but only to 
Solomon his youngeft and tenth Son. After the Death of So- 
lompn, Reboboam, the lawful Son and Heir of King Solomon, 
came to Sbicbem where all the People of Jfrael were afferabled 
together for his Coronation and Admiffion to the Crown, 
(for until that Time hd* was not accounted as true King) 
but rerufing to cafe them of fome heavy Impofitions which 
they had received fiom his Father, Ten of the Twelve Tribes 
refufe to admit him their King, and chofe Jeroboam his Ser- 
vant, and made him their lawful King, and God allowed 
thereof $ for when Reboboam had prepared one Hundred and 
Fourfcore Thoufand cjiofen lien, to reduce thofe Ten Tribes 
to his Obedience, God commanded him to detiit by his Pro- 
phet Shemajah, and fo they did. Jvmion being flain by his own 
Servants, the People of the Lind flew them that had confpired 
againft him, and made Jofiah, his Son, King in his Ste3d 
vhich had been moll impeitinent if he was King before th$y 
jaade him fo. 

^. 105. We read Judg. viii. zj, zz, z:. That after Gideon had 
flain Zebah and Zalmuhna with the Midianites, the Children of 
Jfrael faid unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou and thy 
Sons , and ily Sons Soits alfo\ for thou baft delivered us from 
the Hand of Jdid\an. But he rerufing their Offer, they after- 
Wards made his Baftard Sop Jbimelech f King, tho' he }ud Sr venr 
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il . 106. Zirnri having ilain Afa y King of Juiab, reigned in 
his {lead, but the Children of If rati heating thereof, rejeded. 
him, and made Omri, the Captain of the Haft, Kingof Ifrae£ 
x Kiygs xvi. 15, 16. 

% 107. The Ifradkts met together, and chofe £W, (7iiw« f 
Sampfon, Jefhthab, and others, to be their Leaders, whom the/ 
judged fit to deliver them from their Enemies. By the fame 
Right they affembled at Alifficih, to make War againft the Tribe 
of Jtenjmnin, when Jultice wa^denied to be dune againft thofe 
who had abided the Loire's Concnbine. Jehu , and all the other 
Kings of Ifrael 9 whether good or bad, had no other Title 
than was conferred upon them by the People, which could not 
have given them any, unlefs they had met together ; nor met 
together, without the Confent, and -againft the Will of thofd 
that reigned, unlefs the Power had been in themfelves. 

V 108. The Kingdom of Edorn appointed a Deguty to Rule 
over them inftead of a King, there being no King in Edorn. 
1 Kmgs xxii. 47. See Mac cab. ix. zB, 29, ?o. and xiii. 8, 9. and 
xiv. 41, to 49. by which it is further apparent, that their Kings 
and Governors were chofen by the People. Thefe and the 
like Determinations of Nations about admitting, or rerufingof 
Princes to reign, or not to reign over them, or depriving them 
bec,uiie of ih r evil Government, when they are round incura- 
ble, provided fuch Nations afted for wife and good Ends, m and 
were mo\ sd by juft Caufes, and fuflicient Reafons, their Refo- 
Junons were not only allow'd, but approved of God, the Lo- 
ver of Juftice, as correfponflUng with the righteous and gracious 
Defig ns of his Providence, which always intends the Welfare 
andHappinefs of Mankind. 

% 109. If the Subjeft may in no Cafe refift, then there can 
be no Law, but the Will and Pleafure of the Prince : For 
whoever muft be oppofed in Nothing, may do every Thing ; 
then all our Laws fignify no more than fo many Cyphers: 
And what are the Law-Makers, but fo many Fools or Mad- 
Men, who give themfelves Trouble to no Purpofe? For if 
the King is not obliged to govern by thofe Laws that they 
make, to what Purpofe are the People to obey fuch Laws. 

% no. If the King fue me by Pretence of Law, and endea- 
vour to take away my Money, my Houfe, or my Land, I may 
defend them by the Law : But if he comes armed to take 
away our Liberty, Life, or Religion, which are ours by the 
Laws of God and Man, may we not fecure them with a good 
Confcience ? 

1 it. Every Man has a Right to prefertfe hirafelf, his 
Rights and Priviledges, againft him who has no Authority to 
invade them : And tjiis was the Cafe of Samffon, who mad$ 
War upon the Pbiliftincs for burning his Wife and her Father ; 
SampfM) who was but a private Perion, knew he could have no 
other Kind of Juftict agairrft them, that* what the Law of Na- 
ture gives every Jflarj, 
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%' H2. The Work of all Magiftrates is always and every- 
where the fame, even in the doing of Juftice, and procuring 
the Welrare of thofe that create them. This we learn from 
common Senfe. Plato, Ariftotle, Cicero, and the beft humane Au- 
thors lay it as an unmoveable Foundation, upon which they 
build their Arguments relating to Matters of that Nature, And 
tke Apoflle Paul declares, Rom. xiii. Tfjat " Rulers are not a 
terror to good Works, but to evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Power * JD9 that which is apod, and thou fbalt have Praife 
of the fame ;7 'or he is the Minijter of God unto thee for good c 
£ut if thou do that which is evil, be afraid j for he beareth 
-not the Sword in vain ; for he is the Mviijler of God, a Re- 
venger to execute Wrath upon him that doth evil. For this Caufe 
fay you Tribute alfo, Rom. xiii. 6. And the Reafon St. Paul 
gives for praying rbr Kings, and all that are in Authority, 
is, That we may live a quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlinefs 
and Honejly, i Tim. ii. But if this be the Work of the Magi- 
ftrate, and the glorious Name of God's Minifler be given to 
him for the Performance of it, we may eaftly fee to whom that 
Title belongs. His Children and Servants ye are, whofe Work 
ye do. He therefore, and he .only, is the Servant of God, who 
does the Work of God $ who is a Terror to thofe that do Evil 9 
and a Praife to thofe that do well ; who beareth the Sword for 
the Punijbment of Wicktdnefs and Vice ; and Fo governs, that the 
People may live quietly in all Godlinefs and Honejly. The Or- 
der of his Inflitution is inverted, and the Inflitution vacated, 
if the Power be turned to the Praife df thofe who do Evil, and 
becomes a Terror to fuch as do well j and that none who live 
Iioneltly and juilly can be quiet undef it. If God be the Foun- 
tain ot Juftice, Mercy and Truth, and thofe his Servants who 
walk in them; no exercife of Violence, Fraud, Cruelty, Pride, 
or Avarice, is patronized by him: And they who are the Au^ 
thors of thofe V illanies, cannot but be the Miniflers of him, 
who lets himfelf up againft God ; becaufe 'tis impoflible that 
Truth and Falfhood, Mercy and Cruehy, Juftice and the mod 
.violent Oppreffion, can proceed from the fame Root. It was a 
Folly and a Lye in thofe Jews, to call themfelves the Children 
of Abraham, who did not the Works of Abraham ; and Chrift 
declared them to be the Children of the Devil, whofe Works 
they did, John viii. 39. 44. which Words proceeding from the* 
eternal Truth, do as well (hew to us, whofe Child and Servant 
every Man is to be accounted, as to thofe who fiift heard them. 
AH Princes therefore, that have Power, are not to be efteemed 
equally the Miniflers of God. They that are fo, muft receive 
their Dignity from a Title that is not common to all, even from 
a juft Employment of their Power to the Encouragement of Ver- 
tue, -ind to the Difcouragement of Vice. He that pretends to 
the Veneration and Obedience due to the Miniflers or God' f muft 
by his A&ions mantfefl that he is fo. And, t tho' I am unwil- 
ling io advance a Fropofction tha,t may fouad harflily to tender 
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Years, I am enclined to believe, That the fame Rule which ob- 
liges us to yield Obedience to the good Magiftrate, >who is the 
Minifter or God, and allures us, that in obeying him, we obey 
God ; does equally obli ge us not to obty thofe who make them* 
felves the Minifters of the Devil, left in obeying them, we 
obey the Devil, whofe Works they do. And the Apoftle, com- 
manding our Obedience to the Minifters of God for our good, 
commands us, not to' be obedient to the Minifter of the Devil 
to our Hurt ; for we cannot ferve two Mafters. Ey this it ap- 
pears, that Kings, and the loweft Officer of Juftice in the World, 
is the Minifter of God for good, asweli as a King, or any other 
Magiftrate, they are to be reared by thofe that do ill, and not 
by'fuch as do well} for having no more Power than what the 
Law direfts,they cannot depart irom the Precepts of the Apoftle : 
My own A&ions therefore, or the Senfe of my own Guilt arifing 
from them, is to be the Meafure of my Fear of that Magiftrate, 
who is the Minifter of God, and not his Power. 

f. 115. St. CJtryfoftom, in his Expofition on St. AmVs Words, 
Let every Soul be fubjeft to the higher Powers, faith J He tells us 
not what thofe higher Powers are, nor wfjo they are, for he never 
intended to overtjjrow all Governments and .the fever a I Conjlituti- 
ons of Nations , and fubjeB all to one Man's W \IL Every good 
Emperour acknowledged, that the Laws of the Empire was 
above himfelf : And the fame Principle and Notion of Go- 
vernment has obtain'd all along in Civili&M Nations. Hero- 
dotus^ fays Pindar, calls the Law King oyer all. Orpheus, in his 
Hymns, calls it, the King of Gods and Men: Beeavfe, fays he, 
*tis that that fits at the Helm of all humane Jfairs. Plato, in 
bis Book De Legibw, faith, That that ought to have the greateft 
Sway in the Commonwealth. In his Epiftles he commends that 
Form of Government, in which the Law is made Lord and 
Mafter, and no Scope given to any Man to tyrannize over the 
Law* Jrijlotle is of the fame Opinion in his Politicks ; and 
fo is Ciecro in his Book De Legibw, That the Laws ought to 
govern the Magiftrate, as they do the People. The Law therefore 
having always been accounted the higheft Power on Earth, 
by the Judgment of the moft Learned and Wife Men that ever 
were, and by the Conftitution of the beft ordered States; and 
it being very certain, that the Dottrine of the Gofpel is neither 
contrary to Reafon, nor the Laws of Nations, that Man is truly 
and properly fubjeft to the higheft Powers, who obeys the Law 
and the Magiftrates, fo tar as they govern according to Law. 
So that St. Paul does not only command the People, but Princes 
thernfelves, to be in Subje&ion, who are not above the Laws', 
but bound by thera^ For there is no Power but of God: That 
is no Form, no lawful Conftitution of any Government, but is 
by his Providence or Permiflion. The moft antient Laws that 
are known to us, were formerly afcrib'd to God, as their Au- 
thor. For the Law, fays Cicero in his Politicks, is no other 
than a Rule of well-grounded Reafon y derived from God him- 
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\. 114- Ezekiel xiv. p. Thus faith the Lord, Let it fujfice 
you, 0 Princes of Ifrael^ remove Violence and Spoil, and execute 
Judgment and Jufiice\ take away your ExaBions from my Peo$U % 
faith tJjg Lord God. . I challenge any Man to produce any Scrip- 
ture, that allows Governours, Magiftrites, Kings or Princes, any 
Abfolute Authority: And where there is no Abfolute Autho- 
rity, there can be no Abfolute Subjection due, 

115. We rind in the Reign of Darius, the Laws were 
made by the People, by all the Prefidents of the Kingdoms^ 
Governor's, Princes, Counceilors and Captains, which, when the 
King had figned, was irrevocable and unalterable, and not ir* 
the Power or their Kings to alter or difpenfe with; fo that 
their Laws were fttprior to the King*himfelf, and after the 
Law was made, the 'King had no Power to fufpend the Exe- 
cution on his great Favourite, his beloved Daniel, who was the 
greateil .Man in the Kingdom, next the King > and, tho 1 he fet 
his Heart to deliver him, and labour'd to (he going down of 
the Sun, between the Affection he had for the Prophet, and his 



the Law to Kingly Power, was acknowledge in the Median 
and Perjian Monarchy; and King Darius, tho' as potent a Prince 
as molt that ever reign'd, vail'd his Crown to the Regency of 
the Law, and acknowledg'd himfeif unable to alter it, or to 
fufpend the Execution thereof, Dan. vi. And thus the Limita- 
tion of Power, and the Superiority of Laws in Matters of Go- 
vernment, have an Original in the early Ages of the World, 

% ntf. The Doctrine of abfolute Pailive-Obedi ence is in- 
confident with the Gcodntfs of God, and the Love he hath 
tor Man; and is definitive of the End, Intent and Deilgn 
of Go.i's Laws, which is Man's Hapcinefs. For God, who is 
jntintldy Happy in himfeif, had no othej Motive than t he 
JHappmefs or iCtan in thofe Rules he has given him to walk 
by; and for that Reafon has made it a Duly in him to help 
The poor and mifcrabk, relieve the opprefled and diftreffca, 
and do all manner of Kindncfs and good Offices to one ano- 
ther. Can it then he preAuiued that he requires Obedience to 
Tyrannical Power, which brings Poverty, Mifery and Deflati- 
on on a IWion? If it be a Duty to relieve the Poor, it 
muft be a Duty to hinder People from tailing into that mife- 
ial»l- Condition, which they cannot prevent, except they have 
.i Right to oppofe Arhiirary Power. And if it be a Duty 
to y remote the Pubiick Good; which they cannot do if they, 
are obliged to fubmit to Tyrannical Government, it rnuft be 
iinir Duty to oppofe ir. There is no Duty that a Man v owes 
to his Neighbour, or himfeif, hue does oblige him to oppofe 
Tyrannical Government, in doing thereof he gives that Ho- 
^our, and perJtQrms the *Du:y v/luch he owes to his Maker, 
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-which cannot more be fhown then in imitating him, by promo- 
ting the Good and Happinefs of his Fellow Creatures. 

■J . 117. The Preaching or Promoting or 7 Paflive Obedience with- 
out Referve, is a much greater Crime than the encouraging of 
Rebellion , b|^ufc a Civil-War, tho' very (harp, cannct con- 
tinue long^aW a Nation may ilourifh and be happy again.* But 
if* once A Aitrary Government be introduced Uyun the Princi- 
ples of Paflive Obedience, Peoples Miferies are endlefs; there is 
iio Profpect or Hopes of Redrefs : Every Age will add new Op- 
preflions, and new burdens to a People already exhauiled. If 
he, by God's Command, was to be curfed that removed his Netgh- 
■ boat s Land-Mark, what Curfes may they deferve, that'make it 
their Bufinefs to preach or promote abfolute Paflive Obedience, 
which removes all the JP^ids, Fences and Securities that^fcle 
Nations have, not onljrtor their Lands, but'tUeir Libertiflfci J 
Lives, and proltrates them at the Feet of a*Rngle Perfon. Our 
frrft Reformers, and the generality of Protectant and Popiih 
Writers, were utterly unacquainted with this Doctrine, which 
can never reltfh well with free -bom Subjects ; nor h is it any 
other Ufe than to encourage Kings to be Tyrants, and to ren- 
der them odious, and their People miferable. And what fad 
and fatal Confequcuces always attend Tyranny, and the dread- 
ful Effects of Arbitrary Power, all Ages can atteft. 

% 118. Is it poflible for any oflF to imagine, that if this 
Doctrine were true, none but fome rew Divines of the Church 
o^Evglandy mould in all the World, never find in the Scriptures, 
in the Fathers, in Reafon, in the Laws, thofe Notions or abfo- 
lute Power, and abfolute Obedience, or Non-Reiiftance, which 
thofe Divines taught as Doctrines neceftary to Salvation ? Is it 
poflible it Ihould never come into their Minds, to compare their 
Opinions with the Opinions of the Doctors of the roregoing 
Age, whofe Hyfotbefis is fo contrary to thofe they have endea- 
vour'd to obtrude thefe Sixty Years laft paft, upon us ? Is it 
poflible they fliould not blufn at the terrible Coufequences of 
this Doctrine, both to our Kings and the whole Kingdom, 
which it hath brought upon us for many Years paft, which we 
feel to this Day. 

^. 119. It's a Wonder how Men, not fond of Slavtry, Ihould 
maintain Maxims fo pernicious to humane Society i for if this 
Do&rine had always obtained and profelited all Men tp its be- 
lief, we, and all Europe, (hould have been miferable under 
Tyranny and Oppreflion to this Day. At this Rate a King 
needs no Army to ruin and emlave his People \ he alone, 
with a few, rafcally Slaves might rob them of their Lives and 
Fortunes. 

% iio. The greateft and wifeft s Nations, and the beft of. 
Men 19 all Ages, have reckon'd it not only lawful for the Peo- 
ple, under the moil abfolute Governments, to do themfelves 
Juflice, in Cafe of Oppreffion, but have thought the doing of it a 
Duty incumbent on them, and which they owed to themfelves 

and 
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and tjieir Posterity : And the chief Inftruments of the great 
Resolutions or Changes that have happen'd in the World, trom 
Slavery to Liberty, have always been accounted as Heroes, fent 
by God Almighty, from time to time, for tlie. Redemption of 
Man from Milery in this World i they were adftrdingly ho- 
nour^ and refpected whilft they lived, and their Tfte^ories have j 
been, and will be held in Veneration by all Potterity. 

•jf. izu The Doctrine of Abfolute Pajjive-Obedience is atrea- 
fonable, flavijli and pernicious Do&rine, by difarming the People 
of all their Civil Rights, and taking away ielf-Derence, which 
is the Law of God and Nature, andinvefhng the King with ab- 
folute Authority, by making all the Revolutions and Changes 
of l^igs, that have been in England, J|mnable Rebellions and 
UfuBftions, and all our Kings and QvV/is Ufurpers that have 
pro^Red from the Loins of thofe Kings yit makes all the Family 
of the Stuarts Ufurpers, as proceeding from the Loins of /few. 7. 
who was made King by Virtue of an A6t of Parliament, (whilft 
the next Heir was living) fo that Her mod excellent Majefty 
is an Ulurper, according to this Doctrine \ as being a tStuart, 
and all that pretend to the Crown of England, have no Right 
according to this Doctrine, it makes the late Revolution a 
damnable Rebellion and Uturpation, and the Queen her felf 3 
Rebel and Ufurper : Wtthoi^ that Revolution Her Majefty had 
never been Queen : Is not this a Doctrine to be abhorred i 

K. 122. Now, what fay ye for your felves, all ye Patrons, 
Preachers, and furious Maintainers of the ilavifh Do&rine of ab- 
folute Paffive Obedience to the Will and Pleafure of the Prince, 
that a Bill of Indictment for High-Treafon ihould not be prefer- 
red againft ypu, for making all our Revolution Kings, Ufur-» 
pers and Rebels ; and all that have proceeded from them Ufurpers, 
(which yet never failed of a conftant Succeflion) by denying tbe 
Power of the People, who made thofe Revolutions and Changes 
of Government, and who have made and confirmed the late 
Revolution in all the fucceeding Parliaments ? This Revolution 
King, with the Lords and Commons in Parliament affembled, 
who did alter the Succeflion from the Houfe of Savoy to the Houfe . 
of Hannover, were the whole Legillative Authority of the Na- 
tion : Deny this if you dare : Or, that the Queen, with the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament affembled, cannot alter the 
Succeflion and Courfe of Defcent thereof? There's Vox Populi 
again *, the whole People of England in Epitome, 

^j. 115. The Doclrine of abfolute PaJJive-Obedienee is a treafo- 
nable Do&rine againft Civil Society, by encouraging Rebellion, 
Ufurpation, and Tyranny. For fuppofe that any one of our 
Generals, ftould insinuate to the Soldiers that the Govern- 
ment was not rightly managed, nor Juftice and Equity truly 
performed; and by great Promifes of Money and rrererrrfent, 
to the Officers and Soldiers, fhould get into the Throne by their 
Afliftance, (which God fordid ;) fuch Refinance would ( I verily 
believe ) be a damnable Rebellion. But when in the Throne, 
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lie would be God's Vicegerent, ordained of God, and not to 
be refuted upon Pain of Damnation, according to the Do&rine of 
abfolute Pajjive Obedience ; fo that if any Tyrant or Ufurper fhould 
get into the Throne, St, Paul> as they fcandaloufly expound him, 
hath tied up your Hands, you mud be Pajjive; the People, have 
no Power, it is all in the Magiftrate , tho' they have Power 
and Authority to chufe this Magiihate, yet that very Minute 
he is chofen, their Power and Authority vaniflieth ; and if 
lie turn never fo great a Tyrant, they have nothing but Prayers 
and Tears to help them \ for now he hath God^ Authority 
and Power (tho' he has neither his Patent or Warrant to fhew • 
for it) either to ruin, or make you happy; 'tis no Matter 
for your Laws, they are .but dead Letters \ his Will and Plea- 
fure is above that, and i/ffe be a Terror to good Works, and a 
Rewarder of Evil, and afts diametrically contrary to the 
Nature and Defign of his Office, both from God and Man, 
and mould ravifti, and caufe to be ravifhed, your Wives and 
Daughters before your Face, and rob, burn, and deftroy all 
before him; notwithftanding all this, he is {till God's Vice- 
gerent, God's Magiftrate, and not to be refilled, Qfc. And 
who dare fay unto him, What dofl thou ? Now, ye fworn 
Enemies to Church and State, what fay you fdr your felves, that 
a fecond Bill of Indidment of High TreaTon (hould not be pre- 
ferred againft you. for encouraging of Rebellion, TTfurpation 
and Tyranny, by Aching the Do&rine of abfolute PiJJive Obedi- 
ence; what lay yoW for your felves? Are you guilty or not 
guilty ? Hold up your Hands. If thou wilt be tryed by the 
whole Legiflative Authority of the Nation, they muft condemn 
you or themfelves. 

J. 114. Where was the Do&rine of abfolute PaJJivs Obedience 
Loyalty , when the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, Gentlemen 
and Commonalty invited the Prince of Orange to come with 
armed Forces to oblige the Lord's Anointed, God's Vice* 
geient, once their lawrul Sovereign, (to whom they had fworn 
Allegiance, and had before promifed to {land by him with 
their Lives and Fortunes, in all their Addrefles to him, after 
his coming to the Throne ) to oblige him ( I fay ) to revoke 
what he had done amifs, and to bind him in Chains, and his 
Nobles in Fetters of Iron, that he ihould not govern according 
to his Will and Pleafure, but according to Law, their Win 
and Pleafure ; and when the Bifliops refufed todifown ( to King 
James) their inviting over the Prince, or to fubferibe an Ab- 
horrence of tjie Invitation, by which it appears that they did 
invite him over, or allow'd of Re[ijlancc y when their Church 
was in Danger : And where was that Doctrine, when the No- 
bility, Gentry, and Commonalty rofe to join the Prince of 
Orange, after he was landed ? And when the Bifhops and No- 
blemen met at Guild- Hall, and defired the Prince to. take upon 
him the ■ Adminiftration of the Government, and when the 
Convention, with the Lords Spiritual and Temporal gave the 
§ Crown 
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Crown and Dignity to the Prince and Princefs of Orange, and 
*rhen the Parliament made War againft the late King Janus 
in Inland, did they not kill him and his Adherents as much 
as in them lay, at the Battle of the Eoyne, &c. was that according 
to the Doctrine of Paflive Obedience ? 

J. 115. Where was PaJJive-Obedientc on the third of OBober, 
i<588, when the Archbifhop of Canterbury, Bifhop of London, 
Winchefler, Jfafh, E'y, Chichefter, Rocbefttr, Both mid Veils, 
and Peterborough, all in a Body, waited upon the King and 
the Arch-bifliOp made a Speech to him, and afterwards read and 
delivered to him ten Articles, or Propofals of their Advice fox 
* the better redreffing of the Abufesin his Government, the Sub- 
fiance of which was very near the fame with that of the 
Prince of Oranges Declaration, except in one or two Particu- 
lars.* The Bifhop of Rochefler obferves, That they were drawn 
at Lambeth on the firft of OBober, the very fame Day that 
the Prince's Declaration was fignM in HoUand, being the Tenth 
X. S. which was our Firft 0. & 

% iz6. Where was your Pafive Obedience, Nov. the firft 1688* 
when a Parcel of the Prince of Orange's Declarations being in- 
tercepted in London, and upon reading that Exprcflion in it, 
That the Prince was mofl earneftly invited hither by divers 
of the Lords, both fpirttual and temporal, and others, the King 
fent for fome of the Biihops again, and required of them a 
Paper under their Hands in Abhorrence of the^rince of Orai\ge*% 
intended Invafion by fuch a Day, which Ajfcorrence was de« 
iigned to have betn tacked to a Proclamation then in the Pre Is, 
for fupprefling the Prince's Declaration. The Bifhops of Can- 
terbury, London, Peterborough, and Rocbejler Ton whom this 
Storm only fell) refufed to do it, upon which his Majefly 
was very much incenfed againfl them, and parted from them with 
Indignation. And thereupon the Jefuited Party at Court werefo 
violently enraged, that as we are credibly informed (faith the Bi/hop 
of Rochefler) one of the chief advifed in a Heat, they Jbould all be 
frifoned, and the Truth extorted from them by Violence. 

%. 117* Where was the Do&rine of abfolute TaJJivc-Obedience 
and Loyalty , when on the fifth of November, 1688. the Prince lan- 
ded \ and on the twelfth, when the Lord Cornbury, with his Royal 
Regiment of Dragoons, and the Duke of St. Jlban y s Regiment 
of Horfe, commanded by Colonel Ldngjlon, went over to tha 
Prince I On the fifteenth of November, the Gentry of Somerfet* 
Jbire and Dorjetjbire waited on the Prince at Exeter, who fpok« . 
to them as follows:' Tbo* we know not all your Perfons, yet we 
have a Catalogue of your Names, and remember tbe Character of 
your Worth and Intcreft in your Countny. Tou fee we are eome 



obliges us to froteB the Protectant Religion-, md our Love t# Man* 
kind, your Liberties and Properties ; concluding, let the World now 
judge, if our Pretenfions m e not juft, generous, Jincere and above Price, 
face we mjght have had even a liidgi of Gold to return back > but it 




Our Duty to God 
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is our Principle and Refolution, rather to die in A good Caufe, than tivt 
in a bad one \ well knowing that Vertue and true Honour is its own 
Reward, and the Happinefs of Mankind our great and only Dejign^ 
On the 1 6th the Lord Delamere affembled fifty Horfemen, and 
marched to Manchefter, and the next Day to Bo den-Downs ; his 
Forces being encreafed to One hundred and fifty, he declared his 
I>>efign was' to joyn the Prince of Orange $ and this fmall Party of 
Men, by Degrees, drew in the Earl of Devon/hire, Earl of Stanv 
ford, i:*t\ otDanby, Six Scroop How, Sir W* Rujfel, 8cc* and all 
the North. 

128. Where was the Doftrine of abfolute unconditional^ 
Pa/five Obedience and Loyalty, when Savcroft, Arch-bi(hop of Gra- 
terbury, ( who was the firir who figned the Prince of Orange's In- 
vitation to the City ) went from Guild-Hall, and demanded the 
Keys of the Tower of Sir Bevel Skelton, King James's Lieutenant* 
in the Name of the Lord-Mayor, and the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal then aflerabled at Gum-HaU, which the Lieutenant 
delivered to him, and he delivered the fame (as by Order rrom 

the Lords, Qfc. ) to the Lord Lucas, who took immediate Poflcfli- • 
on thereof, which would have been as real A£ts cfLafx Majeftatis, 
jf King James had not forfeited the Duty and Obedience of his 
Subjects, as if he had ftabbed him to the heart ? 

129. And where was that Doftrine, when Prince George of 
Denmark, the Duke of Grafton, Duke of Ormond, Lord ChurShiff 
now Duke of Marlborough, and many others of the Proteftant 
Nobility, went over to the Prince or Orange, at Sherborn-Caftle ? 
November the 29th, Bri/lolvras feiz'd by the Earl of Shrewsbury^ 
and Sir John Guife the Lord LoveUce was delivered by the Gentry 
of Gloucefierjbire, out of the Cattle ot Gloucefter, where he was £ 
Prifoner ; Newccjlle received the Lord Lomly ; York was in the 
Hands of the aiiociated Lords ; and the Garrifonof Hull feized 
the Lord Langdale, their Governour, a Papift, and the Lord Mont** 
gomery, and difarm'd fome Popijb Forces newly fent thither ? 

^j* 150. Where was the Dodrine of abfohite Pnjjive Obedienet 
and Loyalty, when Prince George of Denmark, the Duke of Ormond^ 
Lord Mordant, Earl of Macclesfield, Lord Wiltjbire, Lord Gornbury^ 
Lord Colchefter, and feveral other Lords ; Sir William Portman t 
Sir Rowland Gwyn, Coll. Sidney, and many other Knights and Gen- 
tlemen rode into the City of Salisbury, . with the Prince of Orangt 
and his Army, on the 4th of December? And where was that 
Qoikrine, when the Princes Ann, (our moft gracious, aud good 
Queen) with tfte Lady Churchil, (now Dutcheis of Marlborough ) 
Lady Berkley, and^he Bifliop of London, went to the North, to 
thole Forces then in Arms for the Prince of Orange ? And on De- 
cember the 5th, when the Earl of Oxford came to the Prince of 
Orange at Salishury ? And the fame Day the Lord Herbert of Cher- 
bury, Sir Edward Hurley, andmoftof the Gentry of Woreeflerjbiri 
and Hereford/hire met at Wbrcefter, and declared for the Prince offa*,. 
Orangey Ludlow Cattle was taken for the Prince by the Lord 
Herbert and Sir Walter BUnnt, and the Popijb Sheriff of Worttftf 

E * fecured 
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fecuied in it by that Peer. The pretended Prince of Walts 
fent to Portfmouti), with Orders to the Lord Dart mouthy to fend 
him under a Convoy, wuh his-Nurfe, into France, which he re- 
futing, he was brought back to London on the 8th of December* 
December the nth, King James withdrew himfclf rrom London ; 
w*s taken at Fever fitam the nth ' y the 16th he returned to White- 
Kill, and put out an Order of Council, againft ail riotous and 
tumultuous Meetings and Diforders, &c. December the nth, 
about Three in the Morning, the King went to Gravefend in a 
fmall Bo-it. About Ten a Clock, the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, about Town, came to Guild-Hall, in London, and 
fending tor the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, made the rbJlowing 
Declaration, viz. 

We doubt not but the World brieves, that in this great and dangerous 
Conjundure, we are heartily ana zeahvfly concerned for the Etoteftant 
Religion , the Laws of the Land, and the Liberties and Properties of 
the Subjett. And hu Alajcfty having withdrawn himfelf: We do there- 
fore unanimoujly refolve to apply our felves to hit kiighnefi the Prince 
of Orange, &c. 

And Mi do hereby declare, That we will, with our utmufi Endeavours, 
aff/Jl his Highnefs in the obtaining fuel) a Parliament with all Speed, 
wherein our Laws, our Liberties, and Properties may be fecured, the 
Church of England in particular, with a due Liberty to Proteftant 
Diffentersj and in general, the Proteftant Religion an d Intereft 
over the whole World, may be fupported and eneouraged, to the Glory 
of God, the Happinefs of the ejtablijbed Government in thefe King- 
doms, and the Advantage of all Princes sind'States in Chriitendom, 
that may be herein concerned. In the mean time we will endetvoni to 
prefervejasmuch as in us lies, the Peace and Secmity of tf/efe great 
and populous Cities of London and Weftminfter, and the Parts ad- 
jacent, by taking care to dij 'arm all Papifts, and fecure all Jefuics, and 
Roman Priefls, who are in and about the fame. And if there be any 
thing more to be performed by us, for promoting his Highnefs's gene- 
rous Intentions for the pubhek Good, we fialL be ready to do it vs 
Occafion requires. 



* ( 

Signed by W. Cant, T. Ebor, Pemhook, Dorfet, Mulgrdve, Tha- 
f, Car/Iile, Craven, Ailisbury, Burlington, Sujfex, Berkley^ Ro- 
>:fler. Newport. Weymouth. P. Wincheflcr.- W. Afovh* F. Ely. Tho. 
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chefter, Newport, Weymouth, P. Winchefter, W. Afaph, F. Ely ', Tho. 
Roffen, Tho. Petriburg, P. Wharton, North and Gray, Chandris> 
Montague, T. Jermyn, Vaughan, Carbety, Culpepper, Crew, Ofnljlon. 
And they ordered the fcarl of Pembrook, the Lord Vifcount Wey- 
mouth, the Biftiop of Ely, and the Lord Culpepper, forthwith to 
attend his Higlmefs, the Prince of Orange, with the laid Decla- 
ration 5 and at the fame time to acquaint his Highnefs with 
what we have further done at this Meeting. Dated at Guild- 
Hall, the xith of December, 1688. but not according to the 
'* Doctrine of abfolute V.yjive Obedience to Tyranny, 

- . ' ' 
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% I $ I. Tha feme Day the Lieutenancy of London figned the 
following Addrefs to the Prince or* Grange, at Guild-HaH, and 
ftnt it by Sir Robert Ckyton, Sir William Rvjfsl, Sit Bazil Fire* 
foa<*. mi Charles Duncomb, Efquire, Viz. 

* 

May it pleafe your Highneft, 

We am never fuffsicntly exprefs the deep Senfe we have conceived* 
4*4. Jbail ever retain in our Hearts, that your Higbnefs ha* expofs4 
your Fcrfon to fo many Dangers, by Sea, and Land, for the Prefervation 
of the Proteftant Religion, and the Laws and Liberties of this King- 
dom, without which unparallePd Undertaking, we mufi probably have 
fuffered all the Miferies that Popery and Slavery could nave brought 
upon vs. We have been greatly concerned, that before this time we had 
not any feafonable Opportunity to give ymr Highnefs and the World % 
a veal Teftimony, That it has been our firm Resolution to venture all 
that is dear to us, to attain thofe glorious Ends which, your Highnefs 
hat proposed, for reftorivg and fettling thefe di/lracted Natio7is. Ws 
therefore, now unanimoujly prefent to your Highnefs, our jvft and due 
jfcknowleagements for that happy Relief you have brought to us * 
Jnd, that we may not be wanting at this prefent Conjuncture, we have 
Put our fehes into fucb a Pofturc, that ( by the Blejjing of God ) we may 
s>e capable to prevent all ill Defigns, and to preferve this City in Peace 
and Safety, 'till your Highnefs will fleafe to repair to this City, with 
what convenient Speed you can, for the perfecting the great Work, 
which your Highnefs bat fo happily begun, to the general Joy and 
Satisfaction of 'us alL 

% 131. The fame Day, December the nth, the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of this City of London, in Common- 
Council aiTembled, agreed on, and figned an Addrefs to tha 
Prince of Orange-, Imploring his Protection, and humbly befeeching 
him to repair to the City, where his Higlmefs Jbould be received with 
uniyerfal Joy and Satisfaction. All which Addreffes were pre- 
ferred to his Highnefs, the Prince of Orange, by the Perfons 
appointed, the 14th of December, at Henly upon Thamfr, but not 
according to Dr. Hicks, Dr. Wlelton ,Dr. Atterbury,Du SacbevcreU's 
Sec. unconditionate Obedience* 

135. On the 14th of December, the Privy Council and 
Peers, met again, at the Council-Chamber at White- HaV, and 
made an Order, Tl)at all Irifh Officers and Soldiers Jbould deliver 
up their Arms tofome of the Officers of the Ordinance to be depofitei 
in the Tower of London. Signed by Tbomat Ebor, Hallifax, Dor- 
fet, Carlifle, Craven, Nottingham, Rochefler, H* Durefms, P. Win* 
cbeftcr, North and Gray, J Trevor, J. Titus. 

^. 134. At that Time all the Forts in England, except 
Portf mouth and Tilbuty, were in the Prince's Hand* The fame 
Day trie Duke of Grafton, by an Order j&om the Lords of the 
Council, march'd thro* the Strand, Sec. at the Head of a Foot 
Regiment of Quards, to take the Fort of Tilbury out of the 
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Hands of King James's Irijb Soldiers. The 17th, Kinp, James 
difcharged Ley bourn, a Popijb Bilhop, out of Neivgate. The 18th, 
the King went to Rochcfter, and the fame Day the Prince of 
Orange came to St. James's, attended by a great Number of No- 
bility and Gentry. And on the fame Day, tfie Common- 
Council of the City paired an Order, TIjat all the Aldermen, and 
their Common-Council Men of each Ward Jbould wait upon hi* Highnefs , 
Mnd congratulate him upon his Arrival to the City \ and on the ioth 
they went to St. James's, where Sir George Treby, \their Recorder, 
made the following Speech in their Names, viz. 

* ■ ■ 

• May it pleafe your Highnefs, ' 

\. 1?$. Ihe Lord- Mayor being dfabled fa Sicknefs, your Highnef s is 
attended by the Aldermen and Commons of the Capital City of this King- 
dom, deputed to congratulate your Highnefs upon this great and glo- 
rious Occafwn. 

In winch labouring for Words , we cannot but come Jbort in Expreffi* 
on : Reviewing our late Danger, we remember our Church and State 
over-run by Pbpevy and Arbitrary Power, and brought to the Point of 
Deflruclion, by the Conduft of Men {that were our^ruc Invaders) that 
broke the J acred Fences of our Laws ( which was worfi) the very Con- 
jlUution of our Legijlature. 

So thai there were no Remedy but the laft. 

The only Perfon under Heaven, that could apply this Remedy, was 
your Hjghnefs. 

Tou are of a Nation, whofe Alliance, in all times, has been agreeable 
find projperous to us. 

Toh are of a Fami ! y inofi illujlrious Benefa&on to Mankind ; lo 
have a Title of a Sovereign Prince, Stadtl>older, and to have worn 
the Imperial Crown, areamorigft their lejfer Dignities. 

They have long enjoyed a Dignity fingular and tranfeendent, viz. 
To be the Champions of Almighty God, fent forth in feveral Ages to 
vindicate His Caufe againfl the greatejl OppreJ/ions. 

To this Divine CommiJJhi our Nobles, our Gentry, and amovgthem 
our brave Englifh Soldiers, render themf elves and their Arms upon 
your Appearing. Great Sir, 

Wuen we look back to the laft MonJu and contemplate the Swiftnefs 
and Fuhtefs of our prcfent Delivzrance, ajlomjbed we think it 
miraculous. 

Tour Highnefs, led by the Hand of Heaven, and caU'd by the Voice 
of the People, has prefcrved our dzarefi Interefts. 

The Proteftant Religion, which is primitive Chrijlianity ; rcftofd out 
Laws, which are our ancient Title to our Lives, Liberties and EJlates, 
aud without which this World were a Wildernefs. 

But what Retribution can we make to your Highnefs ? Our Tlmghts 
are full charged with Gratitude. 

- lour Highnefs has a lading Monument in the Heart s } in tht Pray- 
ers, in ibe Pi aijes, of all good Men amongfi us % - ' 
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And late Pojterity will celebrate Tow ever glorious Name, tiU Time 
fbaU be no more. 

% 136. On the zift of December, about Sixty of the Peers 
met at St. James's who all (except two) (Ubfcribcd a Paper in 
the Nature of an Affociation : After which his Highnefs made a 
Ihort Speech to them. 

% 1*7. On the 2id, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal affem- 
bled itWeflminJler, in the Houfe of Lards, and appointed Francis 
Gwm, Efqi to fign fuch Orders, as fhould be from Time to Time 
by them made, which was thus, figned by 

Thomas Ebor, Norfolk, Somtrfet, Grafton, Omond, Beaufort, 
Northumberland, HaUifax x Oxford, Kent, Bedford, Pembrook, horfet, 
Devon/hire, Bullingbrook, Manchtfter, Rivers, Stanford, Thanet, 
Scarf dale, Clarendon, Burlington, pujfex, Macclesfield, Radnor, 
Berkley, Nottingham, Rocheftcr, Fauconberg, Mordant, Newport, 
Weymouth, Hatton, W. Afaph, F. Ely, La. Ware, R. Ettre, P. Whar- 
ton, Paget, North and Gray, Chandois, Montdgue, Grey , Maynard^ 
T. Jermyn, Vaughn, Carbery, J. Culpepper, Lucas, Delamere, Crew, 
Luviley, Cartaret,OfulJlon. 

^f. 158. The zid, fcing James withdrew himfelf from Rochejlen 
and went to Dovh, and embark'd in a Veflel there for France. 

*[|. 139. The aforegoing Peers being aflembled the i$th of De- 
cember inthe Houfe of Lords, figned and prefented to his High- 
nefs this Addrefs. • 

We* the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ajfembled in this Conjuncture, 
do defire your Highnefs to take upon you the Adminijlration of the pub- 
lick Affairs, both Civil and Mil'itaiy \ and the Diftofal of the publick 
Revenue, for the Prefervation of our Religion, Rights, Laws, Liberties 
and Properties, and of the Peace of the Nation, till the meeting of the 
Convention, January 22. And the Lords, didfcumbly defire 
his Highnefs to caufe Letters to be written, fubferibed by him- 
felf, to* all the Lords, being Proteitants, and all the Counties 
&c. to fend Members to the Convention, 011 Jan. zzd. 

f. 140. On the 9th of January following, about thirty Lords, 
and eighty Gentlemen of Scotland, fien'd a Pajper to the fame 
purpofe, which was delivered to his Highnefs, in their Prefence, 
by the Duke of Hamilton, tbeir Prefident. 

% 141. On Jan. 2zd, 1689. The Convention 'being met ac- 
cording to his Highnefs's Order, they order'd, That the Thanks 
of both Houfes foould be returned to his Highnefs, in the behalf of the 
whole Nation, for his Highncffs happy Deliverance of this Kingdom 
fiom Popery, Slavety and Dejpotick Power, and for the Prefervation 
of the Proteftant Religion, and the Laws, Rights, Priviledges, and 
Cujloms of our Land, &c. And both Houfes order'd the ?ift of 
January for a Day of publick Thankfgiving in London and Weft- 
minflp, and within Ten Miles Diftance, for that great Delive- 
, iance: And on the** 4th of February following, throughout the 
whole Kingdom. But not according to the Doctrine or abfolute 
fajfive Obedience* E 3 % 142. 
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1. *4i. On the ^8th of Jaituarv the Convention tfafleo! this 
Vote. Refolved, r/;a/ ATiw£ James /oe Second having endeavoured to 
fubvert the Conjlitution cf this Kingdom, by bredkiiig the Original 
ContraB between King ditd People, and by ihe AdviCe of Jefuits y and 
o'Uer wicked Per/oils, having violated the fundamental Laws, land having 
withdrawn himfdf out of thU Kingdom, hath Abdicated the govern- 
ment, and that the Throne u therely become vacant. Was this ac- 
forc ing to the Doftrirteor Non-Refiftanoe ? , 

*B . 145. On the <5th of February the Lords affented to the faffi 

Vote. 

%. 144. The Word ^Wwrf/rf, relates 'to 'all the Claufes afoirogo- 
ing, as well as to his deferring the Kingdom, or elfe they would 
have been wholly in vain; the meaning df that Word is, that Kir% 
fame s bv violating the Original Contraft, and by endeavouring 
<to fubvert the fundamental Conftitutiorj; and by refufmg to re- 
store it to its former Condition (all which was exprefsM by his 
withdrawing himfelf out of the Kingdom) did abdicate the Go- 
vernment, that is, by refilling to govern us according' to that 
Law by which he held the Crown, he did implicitly renounce his 
Title to it j for 'tis a Right inherent and infeparable from all 
Nations, to hav e the fame Power of making J.aws for their own 
Prefervatio/vand better Government, that, their Anceftors had. 

% 145. And on the nth, the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, and Commons, did refolve, That William and Mary, Prince 
andPnr.cefs of Orange, be declared King and Jgueen of England, &c. 

1*46. On the 13 th, the Lords and Commons order'd a Pro- 
pi utiation to be publifhed, wherein they fay, That the Prince and 
Priuctfs of "Orange having accepted the Crown according to their De- 
\fire: We, therefore, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
Together with the L01 d Mayor and Citizens of London, and others 
of the Commons of this Realm, do with full Confent,publiJb and proclaim 
WiUiam and Alary, Prince and Princefs of Orange, to be King and 
Queen of England, "Q?c. But not according to the Do&rine of 
abfolute Pnjfve Obedience. By this Revolution the Body of the 
people of tvgland, are refiored to their ancient Right, and the 
Government re-eftablifhed upon its primitive and original 
Foundation, and the pretended divine Right of Succeflion 
is now vani flied. 

•,[. 147. In the Declaration of the Nobility and Gentry, and 
Commonalty, aifemble'd at Nottingham, to affift the Prince of 
Prafige. We hope ( fay they ) all good Proteftant Subjects will, 
'wit^ then- Lives and Fortunes, be ajjijlmit to us, and nit to be bug- 
beared ve'uh the opprobiovs Terms cf Rebels, by which they would frjgbt 
%u, to become perfett Slaves to their Tyrannical hifolences and Ufurpatx- 
6ns. For n e ajfure our felves, that ao rational and unbiafs*d Perfon 
"vill judge it Rebellion, - to defend our laws and Religion , which all our 
Prfnces haie [w ,rn to at their Coronation. We own it Rebellion to rsfijl 
a King'that governs ly Law \ but hew at always accounted a Yyrant 
"that made his Will the Law, and to refifi fuch a one, we juflly ejleetit 
'VQ Rebellion, byf anecejfary Vefenef: m4 in this tynfidivatiom we 
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doubt not of all honefi Mens JJfiftance, and humbly hope for, and im- 
plore the great Gofs Proteftion, that turneth the Hearts of his People, 
as fleafeth him beft \ it having been obferved, that People can never he 
of one Mind, without his Inspiration, which hath in all Ages confirmed 
that Obfervation, Vox Populi, eft Vox Dei. 

% 148. Now, according to the Doftrine of Pajfive Obedience, 
without Referve, as has been preach'd up, ( and is now began 
to be rcviv'd again ; all thofe Bifhops, Clergy, Nobility, Gen- 
tlemen and Commonalty, who had a Hand in the late Revolu- 

I fcLon, and held that Doftrine, and now hold tl*e fame Doftrine, 
may expeft a doubie Portion of St, PauV% Damnation, for rebel- 
icg againft their own Doftrine. 

% 149. In King James the FirfFs Reign, that ridiculous 
Doftrine of Kings being Jure Divino was tirft preached, which 
was never before heard or in all the? Eaftern Tyrannies j and 111 
King Charles the Firft's Time, when Popijb and French Councils 
found Admiflion at Court, then arofethe Doftrine of Piffive Obe- 
dience without refcrve. There can be no Proofs made of a di- 
vine Appointment of Kings, or of any other Governours, or 
Forms of Government, ( Co as to be a Rule for any People or 
Nation to go by Xor that all the Revolut : ons and Accidents that 
have happen'*! in the World were by divine Appointment ; which 
to affert, is to make God the Author, or Approver of all the 
Tyranny, Rapine, Murder, and Defolation which have happncd 

* in the World, which is a damnable Sin to affert. 
> vH. 150. Where was the nonfenfual ftavifli Doftrine of Paffivt 
Obedience to Tyranny when Elifia prayed for Blindnefs to come 

. upon thofe who were fent by the King of Syria to fetch him ? 
And when he commanded the Door to be fliut, and the MelTen- 
ger to be held faft, who was fent for his Head by the King of 
If rati I And when Azariah, yjith tburfcore valiant Priefts, thruft 
out Vzziah, their lawful King, out of the Temple for his Idola- 
try?' And when Elijah deftroyed the two Captains with Fire 
from Heaven, with the hundred Men under their Command, who 
were fent at twi^ by King Ahaziah, to fetch hirn ? And when 
the Children of y ail flew Amaziah, their lawful King, for his 
Idolatry, without any Appointment in Scripture, or Prophecy 
of his Downfal ? And yet that is no where called Rebellion, nei- 
ther were they punilhed by his Son, who was made King in 
his Father's ftead. And when Matthias-, and his Friends 
fulled down the Altars which were adapted to Idols, 1 Macab. 
li. 25, 45, And when the Edomites revolted from Jehoram, 
and made themfelves a King ? And Libna did alfo revolt 
becaufe of his evil Government, z Chron. zu without any Ap- 
pointment or foretelling of their Revolt by God in Scripture, 
or being called Rebels. And when Saul's Subjefts fwore that 
Saul fhould not kill Jonathan, and they refcued him that he 
died not, 1 Sam. xiv, 45. And tho' the People finned grieVoufly 
ih aflring a King, yet God affented to their Demand, and no' 
Prince was ever more folernnly inftituted than Saul. The Peo- 
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fie chofe him by Lot from amongft all the Tribes, and he 
was placed in the ThrQne by the general Confent of the whole 
Kation: But he turning his lawful Power into Tyranny, dtC- 
pbeying the Word of the Prophet, flaying the Priefts, f pa ring 
the Jmalekites, and opprefling the innocent, overthrow his own 
Right, and God declared the Kingdom, which had been given 
frim under a conditional Promife of Perpetuity, to be entirely 
abrogated. This did not only give a Right to the whole People 
of oppoling him, but to every particular Man, and upon this 
Account David did not only fly from his Fury, but refilled it, 
by making himfelf Head of all the difcontented Perfons that 
Would rbliow hifti: He had at firft Four, and afterwards Six 
Hundred Men; he kepi thefe in Arms againft Saul, and lived 
upon the Country, andf refolved to deftroy Nabajb with all his 
lioufe, only for refilling to fend Provi lions for his Men ; and 
rinding himfelf weak and unfafe, he went > to Jcbijb the Plfi- 
liftine % and offered his Service againft Ifrael. This was never 
reputed a Sin in David, or in thofe that followed him, except 
fcy the wicked Court Flatterer, Doeg the Edomite, and the drunk- 
en Fool Nabal, who is faid to be a Man of Belial. David by 
entertaining and arming as many as came to him, even to Six 
Hundred Men fufficiently (hewed his Intention rather to re- 
flft than to fly : And no other Reafon can be given why he 
did not further purfue that Intention, than that he had not. 
Power enough, is plain, by his going to Keilab, and deliring 
their AlTiitance ; and if the Men of Kcilab would have afli- 
1 fled him, and been true to him, he would have fought Saul, 
and his Army, elfe why did he enquire of the Lord, whether 
th< Men of Keilab would deliver him up into the Hands of 
Saul, and upon the Lords anfwering, they would deliver him 
Up, he and his Men departed the City, i Sam. xxiii. David had 
no other Right of making War againft IJbbojbttb, Sau?s Son, 
than againft SauU unlefs the Tribe of Judal) had made him 
King. But as David did refift the Authority of IJbfo/betb, 
without aflumingthe Power of a King, "tho^efigned by God, 
and anointed by the Prophet, 'till he was Wade King of Ju- 
'4ah by that Tribe ; or arrogating to himfelf a Power over 
iht other Tribes, 'till he was made King by them, and had 
entred in o a Covenant with them ; 'tis much more certain 
tiiu the Perfons and the pretended Authority of tyrannical 
Kujgs, who can have no Title to the Privilege which were 
due. to Saul by virtue of bis Institution, may he juttly refill- 
ed. But if Saul who was made King by the whole People, and 
anointed by the Command of God, might be relifted when he 
departed from the Law of his Inftitution; it cannot be doubt- 
ed that anv other for the like Reafon may not be relifted. If 
Re * ance wis unlaw iiil and a Sin, furely David, a Man after 
pi><A own Heart, wou'd have known it; and he woulb not 
„ have involved the Six Hundred Men that CSine to his Affiftancfc, 
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in the Sin of Rebellion, but would have told them the Prince 
was not to be refitted, tho' never fo great a Tyrant. According 
to the pretended Dodrine of Jure Dhmo, the vileft Slave in 
Jfrael had become the Lord's Anointed, if he could have kill'd 
David, Solomon, &c. and found Villains to place him in the 

Throne. o «> * 

% i $ i. Where was the Bow-ftring Doarine ol Abfolute Pajfive 
Obedience when the primitive Chriftians called in Conftantine the 
Great, to aid and affift them'againft the Tyranny and Perfection 
of Maxentius and Maximinius, with Force of Arms, with which 
they conquer'd thofe Perfecutors in feveral Battles rbught againft 
them? And when the primitive Chriftians refilled Lucinius their 
Emperor, tor persecuting them contrary to Law y and Conftantine 
the Great joined with thenv, Wio held it bis Duty, faith Eufehius, 
to deliver an infinite Number, of People, by cutting of a few wicked 
ones, as the Pejls and Plagues of the Times ! And when^ the pri- 
mitive Chriftians under the King of Perfu, refitted him for perfe- 
cuting them, and were aflifted by Tkeodofius the Roman Empe- 
ror, who told the King of Perfia, He was ready to defend them, 
and no ways to fee them fuffer for Religion? And when the ChrU 
lrians of Armenia the Greater, made a League with the Romans 
for the fecuring of their Peifons, and Religion againft the 
Terfians, under whom they lived ? And when the Novation* af- 
fifted by the Orthodox, refitted and beat the Macedonians, tho' 
they weie iflifted by Conftantius the Emperor with tour thoufand 
Men to drive them from Paphlegonia? And when the primitive 
Chriftians deftroyed Julian's idolatrous Temple? And when the 
Lutheran Churches defended themfelves againft the Emperor 
Charles the Fifth? And when the Proteftants of Aufiria took up 
Arms, Anno 1608. againft Matthias King of Hungary, for deny- 
ing them the free Exercife of their Religion. # 1 

1*2. Where was the cruel and barbarous Dodnne of Abfolute 
Pajffive Obedience, when the whole Church of England, in feveral 
Convocations, juftified the Proteftants in the refilling or their 
Tyrannical Princes, and not only maintained in Words, the Ju- 
ftice of their Retillance, but which is more, they laid down 
their Purfes to help them ; and charged themfelves deeply with 
Taxes, in Confideration of Queen Elizabeth's great Charges and 
Expences in aflifting them: As you may fee in the Clergy's Sub- 
fidy Ads in that Reign. , ^ • 

% 153. Qinnto ElitabetU, Cap. 24. Among other Confide- 
rations, for which the Clergy give their Subfidy of Six Shillings 
in the Pound, they have thefe Words; And finally, pondenng the 
ineflimable Charges fuftained by your Highnefs, as well of late Days 
in reducing the Reelm of Scotland to Unity and Concord, as alfo 
in procuring as much as in your Highnefs lieth, by all Kind of 
godly and prudent Means, the abating of aH Hoftility and Perfec- 
tion within the Realm of Fran£e, praBifed and nfcd againft the 
Prbjejfors of God's holy Gofpel, and true Religion. The firft thing 

in this Palfage is the Queen's Affiftance of the Scotch in their 
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Reformation, wherein they were oppofed by t|it Queen of Scoth 
which is fet down at large in our Chronicles, Stow, p. 640. 
The Temporality, in their Subfidy A6t, at the fame time, Cap* 
Zf. call this Afliftance, " The Princely and upright Preferva- 
? tion of the Liberty of the next Realm and Nation of 
" Scotland from eminent Captivity and Defolation. The other 
they calfd " the godly and prudent Means £ot abating Ho- 
" ftility and Perfecution within the Realm of Fran Stow, 
p. 650. informs us that thofe Means were the Forces fent un- 
der Dudley, Earl of Warwick, to Newhavcn, to aflift the French 
Proteftants who were then in Amis. This Alliftance of the 
Queen, Parliament and Clergy/ was a damnable Sin according 
to the Dodrine of abfolute, paflive and uncoaditionated Obe- 
dience, which fome of our Clergy do now hold ; for they that 
are aiding and aflift ng to Rebels, are as bad as Rebels thernfelves; 
But all the Biftiops and Clergy in Convocation, held no filch 
Doririne in thofe Days-, for they call that Afliftance, the Ufe 
of godly and prudent "Means to abate Hoftility and Perfccutioj), 
piadifed and ufed ag.iinft the Profeflbrs of God's holy GoQ*i 
and true Religion. 

f. 154. 35 Eliz. Cap. iz. The Clergy grant another Subfidy 
in Confideration of Her Majefty's Charges, " in the provident 
w aad needful Prevention of fuch intended Attempts, as intend 
" to the Extirpation of the ftneere Proteflion of the Gofpel, both 
" here and elfewhere. The Temporalities Subfidy Ad at the 
fame Time decclares thefe fteafons for their Tax Cap. J?. 
Befida the great and peipetual Honour winch it hath pleafed God 
to give your Majefiy abroad, in making you the principal Support 
of jujt and religious Caufes againfi Ufurpers Befides the 

great Succours in France and Flinders, which we do conceive to. 
be mojl bowurable in Regard of the ancient Leagues, tlx Jujhice nnd 



Equity of their Caufes. And in the 39 Eiliz. Cap. Z7, they 
fay, Tins Land is become, fince your Majcfty's happy Days, both a 
Port and Haven of Refuge, for dijtrejfcd States and Kingdoms, and 
it Rock and Bulwark of Oppojition againft the Tyrannies and ambi- 
tious Attempts of mighty and u fur ping Potentates. 

% i$S. -43 Eliz. Cap. 17. The Clergy in their Subfidy Ad, 
lay, For who hath* o fiould have a livelier Sevfc, ur better Reman* 
honte of your Majefty's Primely Courage and Conftancy in advan- 
cing /md protecting the free Profeffijn of the Gofpel, within and with- 
out your Majefiy* s Dominions than your Clergy. King Charles the 
Firft, and the Biftiops and. Clergy of £ngland, ailifted the Pro- 
teftants of France? Sot hat if the Scot A , French and Dutch Pro- 
teftants were doomed 'Rebels in their Refinance of their lawful 
Sovereigns, then tbe Cburch and Parliament of England, fflge 
through Queen Eiwbethh Reign, and in King Charles the Funs 
Reign, by their afliftmg of them, involved therrttelves in tW 
fame Guilt. For it is utterly unlawful, .and a hoirid Sin Ho ai- 
fift Subjects in the Violation of their Duty and Allegiance, an- 
to aid; them in refilling the Ordinance of God. But this 
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ingtoo abfurd tote believed of Confeffors, and Men who had 
hazarded theit Lives for the Proteftant Religion, it is plain that 
they held Refiftauce to be lawful in thefe Cafes, tho' it be not 
to be found in their Catechifm, nor in the Book of Homilies ; 
For if they had thought it utterly unlawful to afiift Subjeds 
zgairift tyrannical Princes, or that St. Paul had threatned it with 
Damnation, they mtfft have been willing to purchafc it at a very 
ctear Rate, fmce they apply'd a whole Years Revenue of all tire 
Benifices of England, to refvft the Ordiaance of God. By this it 
appears, that the new modflh Doftrine of fubrmtting to all Sorts 
or lawlefs Opprefiion is Madnefs and Innovation and wholly 
unknown to the Compilers of our rfomilies. So if they who 
no* hold the fame Opinion be in an Error, they err with their 
Fathers, with the Church and Parliament of England,'^ with 
mpft ot the Proteftants in Europe, in all Ages. Then they do 
err in good Company. Now Dr. Sacheverell, Doftor Hicks, Do- 
ax>r Welton, Dodor JtHrbury, Mr. Higgins, Mr. Vhaley of Oxford, 
Mr. Lejly, Mr. CoUier, Mr. Milbourne, and all others who hold the 
Do&rine of abfolute Paflive Obediente? What fay you ? are you 
wifer than all our Fore-Fathers? For Shame recant, left you be 
taken for mad-Men, Foofc or Knaves. 

% 156. And where was abfolute Paflive Obedience, when the 
Proteilant Princes of Germany invited Guftavus Jdolphtti, King 
of Sweden, to come into Germany to aflift them agaisrft their 
lawful Prince, for perfecting of them; and when the Prote- 
ftants joined with him upon his Arrival} and when King Charles 
the Firft aflifted them with Men from England * 

% M7- Bifliop Jewel, one of thofe that wrote the Homilies, 
faith, in the Defence of his Apology, p. t6. That neither Luther, 
MelanShon, &c. taught the People to rebel againft their Prince, 
hut only to defend themjelves by all lawful Means agairr/t Opprejion, 
as David againft King Saul. So do the Nobks in France at 
this Day: They leek not. to kill, but to fave their own Lives, 
as they have protefted by publick Writing to the World. As 
for us, we are Strangers unto their Cafe; they themfelves are 
beft acquainted with the Laws and Conftitut ions of their Coun- 
try ; and therefore are bed able to yield Account of the Grounds 
andReafonsof their Doings. 

'If. 158. Bifliop Bilfon, in his Book .-of the true Difference between • 
Chiftian Subjection and unchiftian Rebellion, (dedicated to Queen 
Elizabeth) in Defence of the Proteftants of France, againft the 
unjujt Opprejjions of their King, faith, I will not rajbVf pronounce 
nil that refift to be Rebels : Cafes may fdtt out in Cfoiftian King- 
doms, where People may plead their Right againft the Prince, and not 
le charged with Rebellion. As if a Prince Jbould go about to fubjeS 
his Kingdom to a foreign Realm, or charge the Form of the Common- 
wealth, from Empire to Tyranny, or neglecl the Laws efiabUJbed ly 
commcpi Vonfent of the Prince ana People, to execute his own Pleafure * 
fn^fhefe and other Cnfes which fright }e named, if the Nobles aird 
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Commons join together to defend their ancientani accujlom'd Liberty, 
t&ey may not be accounted Rebels. 

159. % In King Charles the Firft's Reign, we have the Judg- 
ment of Bifhojp Abbot, that the Cafe of the Primitive Chriftians 
and us differs in this, That tbey had no Legal Right for their Re- 
ligion, but were fiibjetk to the meer Pleafure of the Government ^ 
and whilft it was jfo, they made no Refiftance. But under Conilau- 
tine, the Emperor, they had Laws on their Side, then they allowed 
of Refiftance. 

% 160. Sleyden, Com. I. 8. tells us, that Luther had always 
taught, That the Magiftrate might not be refifled; and there was 
a little Book of his Extant upon that Subject. But when the 
Lawyers, in a Conference, proved, That Refiftance was allowed by 
the Laws in fome Cafes, Luther ingeniouily profeffed, That be did 
* not know the Lawfulnefs of it before ; and then faid, That being 
the Gofpel doth not bar, nor abolijb the Laws of the State, as he had 
always taught \ and becaufe many things' might fo happen, that not 
only Matter of Right, but alfo the Force and NeceJJity of Cow/Vi- 
tnct might cccafion us to Arm j therefore an A/foci ation might be en- 
tred into, to defend our J elves in Cafe Caefar himfelf fiould make War 
upon us, or any one elfe in Caefar's Name. In another Book of his 
he warned all Men in general, That they Jbould not obey the Alagi- 
ftrate, if he raifed the Militia for fuch a War. 

161. At the fame Time there were Seven Princes, and 
Twenty four Protefta7it Cities, which entred into an Aflbciatipn 
againft the Emperor, (Sleyd. Com. I. 18.) As for his charging us 
wuh Rebellion (fay tehey) there is nothing at all in if, and he knows 
in his Conference that wt are wronged. If he had flood to his for- 
mer Compa&s and Decrees, we alfo Jbould have done our Duty x but 
lecaufe he has broken them, and befides our Obedience is due to God 
in the firfi Place, let him lay the Blame upon himfelf: For being he 
endeavours the Dejlruttion of our Religion and Liberty, he gives us 
Caufe to oppofe him with a good Confcience : For in that Cafe it is 
lawful to refijl, as may be made appear, both from f acred and pro- 
phane Hiftory. For unjuft Violence is by no means the Ordinance of 
God; neither are we any otherways bound to him, than upon Perfor- 
mance of the Conditions, upon which he was made Emperor. 

162. The Citizens of Madgeburgh fays, That they could not 
% be proved guilty of Rebellion, either by the Law of God, or the 

Law of Man: That thofe who took up Arms againft them, made War 
upon Chrift himfelf, &c every Body eafily underftands, how ut- 
^terly unlawful it is to offer any Violence to us. Sleyd. Com." 1. 2. 
1. 163. Melanfthon was or the fame Opinion as Luther, as 
to the Lawfulnefs of Refiftance, as in many Places of his Wri- 
tings it doth appear; as was St. Chryfoftom before them both: 
And in his Comttfcntary on Proverbs xxiv. 21, 22. he faith, The 
Gofpel allows us to make life of politick Laws, which are jeafonable : 
N ay, if a lawful Defence were not allowed by the Gofyel, the 
Gofpel it felf would be transformed into a State-Doftrine, *and 
would eftablilh infinite Slavery which it does not. And ixxi^h 

conv? 



common Places, caffd VindiBa, upon thefe Words of cur Savi- 
~r^l*JnSkii the Sword, JbaH penjb by the Sword * he fays, 
^ Jta 10 ttfc the Sword, is to dm* it when U is not put into 
bl Hands by tbe Lam', therefore he who offers nnjuft Violence, . 
takes the Sword: But on the other land, he who ufes a juft De- 
fence does not take the Sword, but he draws a Sword which the Laws 
tut into bis Hands. And in his Commentary on Row. xux . upon 
thefe Words ; Wherefore ye mvft needs be fubjeB, not only for Wrath, 
tot alfo for Confcience fake; he fays, That thefe Words Jo concern not 
Wy the Subjei but alfo the Magifirates themfelve^ 
turn Tyrants do overthrow the Ordinance of Qod, no lefs than tbeje- 
ditious. And therefore their Confciences are guilty too, becaufe tbey 
obey not tlx Ordinance of God, that u, the Laws, which they ought 
to obey: Therefore the Threatmngs, which are here fet down, do per- 
tain likewife to them. Let all Peifons therefore, by the Seventy 
of this Command be moved, not to think the Violation ot the 
Conftitution to be a light Sin. 

f 164. Zuinglius, one of the three firft Reformers, 111 jus 
Pious and Friendly Admonition to the Republick of the Switzers, ckf- 
courfes much of his Country's throwing offthe\oke ot Op- 
preffion; and reckons that St. Paul was or the fame Mind, 
when he faid, But if thou maffi be free, ufe it rather: Which 
Eternal Counfel of God, our valiant Anchors following with 
undaunted Courage, were bleffed with wonderful Succefles, &*. 
And in his Opus Articukrum, ArU 40, 41, 4*- » e ™Y S - *J>V 
deferve what they fuffer, who lie under Opprejjion, and a great deal 
more ; they have no Wrong done them', he bids them penjb with - 
their Oppreffor. He fays, that tbe dreadful Plagues that followed 
the Tews ]er. xv. 3. 4. upon account of the Wukedntfs of Manal- 
feh and the Blood which he Jbedin Jerufalem, were vioftjuft Punijb- 
ments, and defervedly infilled upon that People, btcaufe they fuffer' d 

him to do it, Bcc. . 

11. 165. Lucifer de Cagliari in his Book Be non parcienio m De- 
Tim delinquentibus (a Book approved by St. Manafm, who calls 
him a new Eliot, p. 1068. declares, That he believed u was law- 
ful to refill Kings under the Old Tejl.wunt, and alfo to put them to 
Death, in Cafe of Idolatry, which, he maintains, the Arnans were 
£uilty of. 

% 166. St. Aufiin fpeaking of the Behaviour of the Chriftians 
towards Julian, faith to this ErTeft, That the Chripan Soldiers fcr- 
ved under this h$del Emperor, and where their Religion was not 
concerned, made Confcience of obeying him; but where, indeed, %t 
came to the Caufe of Cbrift, there they made as much Confcience of 
difobeying him, Aug. in Pf. 1*4. 

% 167. It was the Mifery of raoft of the Proteftants in other 
Countries, as well as thole in Germany, in the Beginning ot 
their Reformation, to tall under Opprefiifrn, particularly the 
ev — 9» Scotch and Dutch Proteftants : And it is well known 
all defended themfelves, and ufed Refiftance, which, m 




Scotland,, ended in an Ettablifoed Reformation, of the Proteftant 
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Religion ; in Holland, it ended in an abfolute Freedom, both 
from the Popifi and Spamjb Yoke \ and in FrMce^ ended in a 
free Exercife of their Religion, but was foon interrupted by the 
true Pof ijb Faith, and Friendfhip of a Mafiacre^ fo that tliey 
were forced to right all over again, and who are now under 
the fame Bondage of Tyranny and Oppreflion again. I <ie&rc 
that it may be obferved, that neither thefe Germans, Scotch^ 
Dutch, nor French, in their firft War,' ever pretended that th^ir 
Religion was eftablifhed by Law, and thereby made a Part of 
the Government of their Country, which Men by their Allegi- 
ance, are bound to derend - y but they ufed Refinance to repel the 
Violence which was done only to their Civil Rights, and to 
the Native Liberty or' their Confciences. It were rboliih Im- 
pertinence to cite the Authorities or thofe that were engaged ia 
thofe Refinances j and it were endlefs to cite all the foreign Di- 
vines who look'd on, and applauded them, and called them Th+ 
Lord's Battles. 

% 168. The Government cf the Roman Emperors heretofore 
was abfolute and unmixed $ they govern'd at Pleafure j they 
made Laws, and unmade them again, and had the Sovereign 
Power of Life and Death, tor which Reafon the Chriftians could 
with no Pretence refill the V iolence of thofe Times, ot defend 
tbemfelves againft the Wrongs which were done them. Now, 
while their Condition contimi'd thus, the Chhftians were killed, 
but did not kill: Notwithstanding, when under Confiantme the 
Emperor, they were rather tor killing, than being killed ; and 
having vauquilhed feveral Ufurpers, and Lucinius the Emperor, 
they threw off the Yoke of Perfecution. 

% i(5c% If God hid commanded the Yoke of Subje&ion to the 
Tyrannical W ill of Princes! 5 tis ftrange that neither of the Pro- 

J>»ets Elijba, or Elijah, nor Jzariah, nor David, with his Fol- 
owers, nor the Jews under their Kings, nor the Primitive Ghrz- 
ftians after their Religion was eftablilhed Ly L:*ws, nor any of 
the ancient Fathers, nor any of the Reformed Churches, ftould 
not have known this Doctrine of Abfolute Pajjive Obedience to the 
Will and Pleafure of Tyrannical Princes. 

170. If refitting or the fupreme Authority be unlawful up- 
on any Account whatfoever, then were all thofe People guilty 
* of Rebellion, who, in all Ages, have refilled, orturn'd out their 
evil and dcftru&ive Kings and Governors ^ then the Jew's were 
guilty of this Sin, rbr turning out feveral of their Kings, with- 
out any Appointment from God in Scripture. So likewilc the 
Primitive Cnriilians did involve tbemfelves under the Guilt of 
St. PattVs Damnation, for refilling of their Emperors $ and, Uke<- 
wife, the Chriftians, in all Ages, who have refilled, or turnM out 
their evil Princes by turning them out, &c. and then Jthanafius 9 
(the fuppofed Au trior of the Creed) and thofe Chriftians with 
him, did alfo come under the Guilt of St. P<wPs Damnatiorribr 
approving of Calaritavus's Book, which, according to the Doctrine** 
Ot abfolute Paffive Obedience was a t reafon able and rebellious 

Book j 
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Book; for the Incendiaries to Rebellion, are as guilty as they 
that are actually in it. \ 

% 171. It is unjuft and unreafonable to aflert any abfolute 
Paflive Obedience to any but the Laws of God, and to the Laws 
jq£ the Land, which is moil certainly due, and no otherwife. 
And fox any of our Nobility, or Gentry, &'<:. who had any 
Hand in the. late B.evolution, to fuffer any other abfolut$ 
Paflive Obedience to Le preach'd, or any Member of cither 
Houfe of the Convention- Parliament , is to fuffer themfelves to 
be caird damn'd Rebels and Traytors, and the Revolution a 
daran'd Rebellion, and the Queen, the Bifhop of London, the 
Dutchefs of Marlboroughy and the Lady Berkty y damn'd Rebels 
and Traytors, for going to the Army in the North, 

*\\. 171. He that lets any Perfon whatfoever deflroy him, con- 
trary to Law, when it is in his Power to prefer ve his Life by 
defending himfelf, does tacitly confent to his own Death, which 
he is obliged to defend by the Law of Nature, and therefore 
is iguilty or- his own Blood, as well as he .that deftroys him; 
whereas by defending himfelf, there can be but one guilty of 
Blood, (which is the Invader) in which Defence, if he kills 
the other, his Blood lies at his own Door*, by which it fol- 
lows that Paflive Obedience to unjuft* Violence is a Sin, but 
refitting fuch Violence is no Sin, but the Duty of every Man. 
the firft Duty which I owe is to God, the fecond to my felf, in 
preferving my felt; &c. the third to my Parent and Sovereign, 
in obeying of them in all Things reafonable and lawful. 

% ! 73« The Doctrine of Paflive Obedience, without Referve 
is charging God with as palpable a Contradi&ion as any two 
Things can be, it being diametrically oppofite to the Law of 
Selr- Prefervation, which is the Law of Nature, and the Decree 
of the Almighty, which Law is facred, and not to be infringed 
by any Man. 

% r74. It is not the Doftrine of the Gofpel, or of Jefus 
Chrift, to be piffive beyond the Laws and Cuftoms of the 
Country ; this were to make God the Author, or Approver of 
• all the Perfections,, and innocent Blood that have been fpilt 
in the World by evil Princes and Governourf. Whereas God 
never commanded any Thing contrary to the Law of Nature. 

% 175. All Men have both a natural and civil Right and 
Property in their Lives, 'till they have forfeited them by the 
Laws of their Country. 

% 176. When the Law of a Countrey makes it Death to be 
a Chriftian, then they ate to lay down their Lives for ChriiVs 
Sake, This is the only Cafe wherein the Gofpel requites Paflive 
Obedience, when the Laws are againft a Man, and this was the 
Cafe of the ftrft Chriftians. 

D« 177* The Gofpel is fo far from, enflaving us, or; divefting 
usjor thofe Rights and Priviledges which we have already, 
-*fiat it eacouragjiii us $0 ;.piooure naoi^ Liberties and francaifes, 

if 
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if we can come honeftly by them, read i Cor. vii. 11, n, zj. t 
with Dr. Hammond's Paraghrafe upon them. 

178. St. P/i«/ himfelr was not for abfoute PafRve Obedience, 
for when the chief Captain commanded him to be fcourged,he faid 
unto the Centurian,7f it lawful for you to fcourge a Roman uncon- 
Aemned* Altho' it is very plain that he and Silaf, who fuffer'd 
with him, had offended as they were accufed,' and were guilty of 
breaking the Roman Laws, by teaching Cufloms which were not 
lawrul tor them to receive, or obferve; and the Magiftratcs of 
Philifpi, one of the chief Cities of Macedonia having put them in 
Prifon , and beaten them for it, would afterwards have let tkm 
go} but St. Paul faid, That they bad beaten them illegally and the] 
would not depart out of Prifon, and the Magifirates came and befougbt 
them, *and brought them out, Ads xvi. ii, 36,37, 39. and xxii. 

% 179- According to Paul's Exhortation to the Romans, 
all Magifirates are the Powers that be (he does not fay the fu- 
prerae Powers that be) if Saint Paul had faid the Power that 
is, is ordained of God, it would have interred only the fu- 
preme, becaufe he would then have fpoken in the lingular 
Number. But he faying, That the Powers that be, were or- 
dained of Qod, dues imply that all Magifirates are thofe 
Powers. Then, according to that Saying 01 St. Paul, the Lord- 
Mayor, and all the Aldermen of London (except thofe few 
Aldermen that are not Juftices of the Peace) and all Confta- 
bles are Saint .Paul's Powers; Now all thofe Powers are cho- 
fen, Vox Pofuli % Vox Dei: To reftft any of thefe Powers in the 
Adrniniftration or executing of the Laws is a Sin, and every 
Sin in its Nature is damnable, without Repentance and For- 
givenefs of God: Yet thefe Powers may be refilled, profecutcd, 
and punifhed, according to the Nature, of his, or their Crimes. 
Now, can any Man fay, that thefe Magifirates are ordained of 
God, or have their Power from God, any more then that all 
Men are ordained of God, and have their Lives' and Strength 
from hiiin which is their Power, and in the executing of this 
Power they have Power to do good or evil? Before they are 
chofen Magifirates: they have no more Bower than other Men, 
but when chofen the Law is their Power, beyond which, they 
cannot go without incurring the Penalty thereof. 

180. St. Paul's Powers, accor.ling to our Conflitution, 
are the Legiflative Authority of this Nation, the Three Eptes 
in Parliament ajfembled, who are the fupreme Powers, the 
Powers that be, who have Power to make, or annihiliate Laws, 
and thefe Powers are as much the Ordinance of God, as any 
Powers whatsoever i and if thefe Powers are not St. Pauls 
Powers, then there neither is, nor can be any fuch Power, w 
Powers in this Nation, that are, or snuft be irrefiftable, accor- 
ding to St. Paul To refift thefe Powers in making, or^mna- 
king of Law, is a damnable Sin: But when thefe Psrfoil^ 
feparated .from the ^egiflative Authority* they axe but privaF 



Digitized by Googlf 



(«5) 

Perfous except fuch of thofe Perfons that are Magiftrates) who 
have no more Power than other Perfons, and are as punifliable 
by the taws of their own making, (the King excepted) as any 
other Perfon, the cluefeft of thefe Powers is the King, becaufe 
in him is the executive Part of thefe Powers, which is the putting 
the Powers of the Laws in Execution : Now all Perfons com- 
roiffioned by him, as the Lord Chancellor, Judges, or any other 
Magiftrates, are but the Adminiftrators of thofe Powers, which 
the fuprerae Powers, the Legiflators have made, which are the 
Laws: Now, if any of thefe Judges, or Magiftrates, notwith- 
flanding any Commiflion, or pretended Commiflion, a& contra- 
ry to the Administration of thefe Powers of the Law, they are 
punilhable by Law according to the Nature of their Crime, and 
are accountable, cenfurable, and punifhable by the Legiflative 
Powers. 

% i8t. There is more reafon to believe that the Doctrine of 
abfolute Vajfive Obedience is a damnable Doftrine, than that re- 
fitting the fupreme Magiftrates urxm any Acconnt whatsoever is 
damnable, becaufe that Do&rine is ii.iconfiftent with thofe glo- 
rious Attributes of God > by which we believe him a God of 
infinite Love, Mercy and Compaflion to all Mankind, and no 
Refpefler of Per£bns f for it makes him an unmerciful, crael, bar- 
barous and tyrannical God, in making all Mankind, that they 
rriay be ufed as Beafts, at the Will and Pleafure ot a few ot 
their Fellow Creatures, who are but their Equals 'till they make 
them fuprerae Head or Governors. 

i8x. With what Ignorance do fame aflfert, that Adam was 
an abfolute Monarch? For that the Father of a Family governs 
by no other Law than by his Will and Pleafure, and the Fa- 
ther is not to be reiifted by his Child ? And that Mam had 
a Monarchical, Abfolute, Supreme, Paternal Power? And that 
all Kingly Authority is a Fatherly Authority, and theretore ir- 
refiftable? And that no taws can bind the King, or annul 

. tlus Authority ? How could Mam be ari abfolute Monarch, 
when God gave him the Herbs but in common with the Beafts? 
Gen. i. 29. 30. Can it be thought that God gave him an abfo- 
folute Authority of Life and Death over Man, who had not 

N Authority to kill any Beaft, to fatisfle bis Hunger, as was per- 
mitted to Noah and fyi$ Sons ? Gen. ix. 5. where God fays, Every 
moving thing that woveth JbaJl be Meat for you, even as the Herbs 
have 1 given you all things. Is it not as reafonable to believe, 
that God would have cuxkdAdam, if he had killed his Son Abel % 
as Cain for killing him ? Cain was very fenfible every one had, 
by the Law of Nature, a Right to kill Mm for being guilty 
of Blood, when he faid, Every out that found kun 9 jFomd fat 
him % Gen. iv. 14. God made no Exemption to the greateft 
ManJiving, who Ihould be guilty of innocent Blood, when he 
&pg;Ht that fieddeth Man's Blood, by Man fiat his Blgod be Jbed, 
<*cn. ix. .Neither Noah or bis Sons were exempted from this 
great Law, and therefore could have no abfolute Authority 1 

. F Since. 
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Since God has no where given any Man fuch Authority there 
can be no fuch lawful Authority ; for the Community cannot 
make themfelves Slaves by inverting fuch an Authority in any 
Man : Should they do it, "it is not binding, it being- a Sin 
againft the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, which 
make's all Men equal, and no Men Slaves. 

% 185. The firft Fathers of Mankind after the Flood, had 
not the Exercife of Royal Power; and whatfoever they had 
was equally devolved to every one of their Sons, as appears i by 
the Examples of Noah, Shem, Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and their 
Children. The firft King we read of in Scripture, was Nxmrod, 
King of Babylon, the Sixth Son of C/w/&, the Son of Ham, Noah's 
youngeft and accurfed Son. This Kingdom was fet up about 
130 Years after the Flood, who was chofen by the People, or 
elfe he could not have been King, for Chujb, Ham f with his 
elder Brother, and his Father Noah weie then living, wrio ttere 
not Kings. 

'% 184. If Noah was Heir to Adam, I ask which of Noah's 
Sons was Heir to him? For, if by Right ft defcended to all 
his S pns, then it mud have defcended to all their Sons, and 
fo on : If fo, then are' all Men become equal and independent, 
as being the OfF-fpring of Adam and/ r *fe*A: If it defcended 
only to the eldeft, and Co on, then there can be but one lawful 
Monarch in the World, and who that is, is impoflible to be 
found only fo that Paternal Monarchical Authority, take it 
which way you will, it comes to nothing at all. 

%• 185. Where Human, Inftitution gives it not, tie ' 'firfi-born 
has no* Right at all above his Brethren j as the Bifhop of Exon ac- 
knowledges. ; ". . / ' ; r 7 ' \ : 

^j. 186. If > Government, fay fome*, may 'be dijlurbed for any 
unlawful Proceedings of the Governor, or his Minifiers, how can 
any Government be fafe? To which I anfwer, That it is not 
lawful for a few Perforts to oppofe their Prince, and it is 
impoflible for one, ot a few oppreffed Men to difturb the 
Government much, where the Body of the People do not' think 
themfelves* concern' d in it, and that the Confequences feem 
riot to concern all v, yea, When it does, yet in Matters of leffer 
Moment, the People are not very forward to difturb the Go- 
vernment, as in King Charles the Seconals Time, when the 
Charter's were condemned, and feized upon, in order to nuke 
trs Slaves, and the Laws perverted to the Lofs of many inno- 
cent Lives, and the Goals filled with Diffenters for worfhip- 




Peife^ution was much greater than againft the Church in King 
'James's Reign. 1 far, *ti'l) the Mifchief be grown Generai^n4 
the IX-figns of the Rulers become notorious, then, and theno!l^ 
ly, will the People -be for righting themfelves. 
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% 187. Whofoever, either Ruler, or Subject, by Force goes 
about to invade the Rights of either Prince, or People, and 
lays the Foundation for over-turning the Conftitutaon, and 
Frame of any juft Government, he is guilty of the greateft 
Crime, I think a Man is capable of, being to anfwer for all thofe 
Mifchiefs of Blood, Rapine and Defolation, which the breaking 
to Pieces of Governments brings on a Country; and he who does 
it is juftly to be accounted one who refifts the Ordinance of God, 
and the common Enemy and Peft of Mankind. 



The Character of King Charles the Firft, and his Govern- . 
menty taken from my Lord Clarendon's Hiftory of the 
Civil Wars, the firft Volume in folio; and out of 
Rufliworth's Collections, the Fit ft Volume in Folio ; 
and out of Whitelock's Memorials, in Folio : Without 
any Obfervations^ or Kefle&ions* 

% 188. f*Larendon 9 p. 6. In the Second Parliament there was 
Vj a Mention and Intention of granting Five Subfidies, 
but that Meeting was diffolved upon very unpopular and unplau- 
fibleReafons; and thofe five Subfidies were enaded throughout 
the whole Kingdom, with the fame Rigour, as if an Ad had 
faiTed to that Purpofe. Divers Gentlemerrof prime Quality, 
in feveral Counties, for refuting to pay the fame, were com- 
mitted to Prifon with great Rigour, as if an Ad had paffed 
to that Purpofe. And yet all thefe Provocations, and many 
others of almoft as large an Extent, produced no other Re- 
fentment in the Third Parliament, than the Petition of Right, 
(of no Prejudice to the Crown) which was purchafed at Five 
Subfidies j but in a fliort Time after granted, was diffolved* The 
Diflblution of the two firft Parliaments was wholly imputed to 
the Duke of Buckingham, and the Third to the Lord Wcfton, Lord 
Treafurer: At the Time of thofe Di Ablutions fome Charges and 

. Accnfations were preparing againft them. 

R{gc$l. Supplemental Ads of State were made tofupply De- 
feds of Laws, and €0 Tonnage and Poundage ^ and uther Duties 
upon Merchandizes were colleded, and new and greater Impo- 
fitions laid upon Trade. The King raifed a vaft Sum of Money 
upon the Law of Knighthood^ and no lefs unjuft Projeds of all 
kinds, many ridiculous, many fcandalous, all very grievous, were 
fet on footj great Fines on Foreft Laws. But, for an everlafting 
Supply of all Octafions, inftead of a Ship of War, which every 
County was ordered to provide by fuch a Day,' &c. the Sheriff 
wp*o ra if e f Q muc i 1 Money, by which, for fome Years, came 

>ro the King's Coffer two hundred thoufand Pounds Per Annum. 

* * Fox 
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Fot the better Support of thefe extraordinary Ways, and to 
protect their Agents, the Conncil-Table and Star-Charnber erfl 
Jarged their Junfdiiftion to a vaft Extent, holding for honoura- 
ble, that which pleafed, and for juft that which profited. 

54* There were Proclamations, enjoyning the People what 
was not enjoymed by Law, and prohibiting that which was not 
prohibited j the Offenders thereof were imprifoned, and fined 
with very great Fines, and tbofe Foundations of Right by which 
Men valued their Security, to the Apprehenfioirs and Undcrflan- 
ding of wife Men, were never more in Danger' to be deftroyed. 

% 189. Rujbworth, p. 418. King darles the Firfl: railed Money 
by way of a general Loan^ he that was rated in the lad Subfidy 
Book at 100 T. in Goods, was to lend one hundred Marks-, and 
he that was rated One hundred Pound in Land, was to lend one 
hundred Pounds in Money and fo proportionable for a greater 
or a leffer Sum. 

Page 411. Several of St. Clement Daves, the Savoy, the Vutchy, 
gild other Parts within the Liberties of l^eftmhifier, for refilling 
to firhferibe the Loan, were, by Order of Council, to be Preft, 
to ferve in the Ships, ready to go out in the King's Service, 
and the Non : Subscribers of high Rank, in all the Counties, 
were bound to appear before the Council-Table, who committed 
divers of them to Prifon, and the common Sort to be lifted 
among the Soldiers. Sir P. Hayman, for refufing the Loan, was 
lent into the King's Service in the Palatinate. 

Page^z^. Dr. Manwarirg, in two Sermons before the King 
and Court at VHntchaU, delivered for Dodrine, to this Purpofe, 
viz. That the King is not hound to obferve the Laws of the Realm, 
concerning the Subjects Rights and Liberties ; hut that bis Royal 
Will and Command, in impofivg Loans and Taxes without common 
Confent in Parliament, doth oblige the SubjeeTs Consciences upon fain 
of eternal Damnation ; That thofe who rcfufed to pay this Loan, 
offended againjl the fufrtme Authority, and became guilty of Impiety, 
Pijhyalty and Rebellion. And, That the Authority of Parliament u 
not- necejfary for the raifing of Aids and Subfidies : And, that the 
Jlow Proceedings of fuch great AJfemblies were not fitted for tkSvP* 
fly [of the States urgent Necejfities, hut would rather produce fundry 
Impediments to the jujl Defign of Princes. ? 

Page 4x1. Arcb-Bifhop Abbot refufing to licence Dr. Sibthorps 
Sermon (which was much to the fame purpofe as Martwnring's) 
was fequeftred from his Office. 

Page 474. The King gave Direction for a Com minion to raile 
Monies by Impositions, in nature of an Excife, to be levied 
throughout the Nation 5 and ordered the Lord Treafurer to pay 
Thirty thoufand Pounds to a Dutch Merchant, for railing 9 ll . e 
thouf and Horfe, with Arms both for Horfe and Foot,*^d> 
was fuppofed to enforce the Excife. 
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Page 6\t. Thofe Horfes were raifed, and were to come over : 
. but a Parliament being quickly after called, they were coim- 
• termanded, and afterwards difpofed of to tbe King of Sweden, 
and Duke of Savoy, p. 6j7* 

■J. r9o. In JThitelock's Memorials, in Folio, p. r. 

Tbe v antguarft, and feveu other Englijb Ships, were lent to 
t lie King of France, and employed againfl Rachel $ the Mariners 
xefufed the Service : Buckingham was acquainted with it, but 
not the Body of the Counfel. The Ptotefiants of France follicit 
.our King againft it, but he exyrefly commands the Vice- Admi- 
ral Pennington to do it, which he obeyed. 

Page 3. The Commons began to fall upon the publick Grie- 
vances : The King fent a fmart Letter to the Speaker. To this 
the Commons returned a general Anfwer, promiftng a Supply ; 
the Xing faid, / wiU not allow any of my Servants to be auc- 
fiiontd among you, much lefs fucb at are of eminent Place, and 
near unto me. I fee you efieciaUy aim at the Duke, meaning the 
Duke of Buckingham, whom they had charged with many high 
Crimes and Mifdemeanours. ) 

Page 7. The Priry-Conncil adviftd the King to take Tonnage 
and Poundage . A Commiflion iffued to compound with Recu- 
fants. The King required a Loan of Money, and fent to Lon- 
don, and the Port-Towns, to fiirnifti Ships for Guard of the 
Seas. The Deputy Lieutenants, and Juftices of Dorfetjbire, ex- 
cuftd therofelves, and faid, The Cafe wot without Prefident. 
London was rated at twenty Ships, but defired an Abatement 
to ten, and two ' Pinnaces ; the Cpuncil denied it \ , arid faid, 
The Prefidents in former Times were Obedience, and not Direction. 
Commiflions iffued out for Mutters ; and Power of Martial Law 
was given. 

Page 8. To the impofing of Loans, was added the Billeting 
of Soldiers; Martial-Law was executed; and the Soldiers com- 
mitted great Outrages. Some who rerufed to lend Money to 
the King, were forced to ferve in the King's Ships, then going 
forth ; and the Rerufers in the Coimtry, were fome of thtni 
committed, and the meaner Sort prefled to ferve as Soldiers. 
Dr. Sibthorp publifhed a Sermon, preached by him to promote 
the King's Affairs ; wherein he delivered his Opinion, That the 
King might make Laws, and do whatfoever fleafeth font. Dr. Man- 
war mg preached the fame Divinity, and highly againft the Power 
, of Parliaments. The Queen was made to walk to Tyburn on 
Pennance, by her Vofijh Priefts. 

Page 9. A Commiflion of Excife was granted, and Moneys 
diflurfted for the raifmg of German Horfe. 

Page 10. The Fleet, under the Command of the Earl of 
Dcnbcigh, failed to Rochel, and rinding there fome French Skips, 
wo||Jd not ailault them, though fewer and weaker than them-' 
es by many Degrees ; but after {hewing themfelves only, they 
returned and left Rochel unrelieved. * 
Page ir. Maworing** Books were fuppreft by Proclamation. 

Dr. 

Digitized by-^j 




(70 

Dr. Manwanng (though difabled by Sentence) was pardoned, 
and preferred to a good Living. Some Merchants were com' 
miffed tor not paying Tonnage and Poundage, according to the 
King's Dec] ant ion. It was refolved in Council, beforehand, to 
julliry^ tbefe Proceedings, when the Parliament ihould meet 5 
and if the Parliament did not pais the Bill (01 Tonnage and 
Poundage, then to break it; The Parliament met, (Jan. 20. 

) and found the Petition of Right to be printed with 
fome Additions ; and the Copies flrft printed without the Ad- 
^duions, were fuppreffed by the JCing's Order. 

Page iz! The. Order of the Council for levying of Tonnage 
and Poundage was read in the Houfe. The Speaker being caJled 
upon to put the Queftion proposed, faid, He durfi not, for that 
the King had commanded the contrary. Warrants of the Council 
*ere iiiued for Hollti, Selden, Hobert, Elliot, and other Parlia- 
ment-Men, to appear before them \ Mollis, Cumton, EUiot, and 
Valentine appeared, and refufing to anfwer out of Parliament, 
tor what was faid and done in Parliament, they were com- 
mitted clofe Prifoners to the Tower ; and a Proclamation for 
apprehending others was publiihed, and fome of their Studies 
were felled up. Tbefe Warrants were dated the 5th of March. 
Car. t^zS. 

•^igeiS- The Papijls in keland grew into great , Height, 
Monaftents were there ereAed, Papijls frequented their publick 
Meetings and Matfes, with as much Confidence, and as often 
as the Protcflants did their Churches. 

$7- The Houfe of Commons Voted, 1. That the Charge 
of 'Slnf-Money wasagainft the Law, the Subjett's Right and Property, 
and contrary to former Refolutions in Parliament, and Jo the Petition 
cf Right. 2. That the extra-judicial Opinion of the Judge*, was 
agaififi the 'Law, ut prius. 3. That Ship-writs were agaivft 

Law. 4. That the Judgment in Mr. Hampden's Cafe, about $np- 
Moi.cy, rr<v agaivfi Law, &c. The Houfe of Lords paffed the fame 
Votes • and the next Day a Committee was appointed, to draw 
up a Charge of Treafon againtt fuch as had been Abetters therein, 
the l ord-Keeper, Fineh, and all the reft of the Judges. 

Pige je. The King gave a Warrant to repair to the Lodgings 
and to .Seal up the flunks, Studies and Chambers of the Lord 
Knubolton, Mr.P/w, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Hollu, Sir Arthur Hejfl- 
ridge, and Mr. Stroud, Members of Parliament, which was done, 
but their Perfons were not met with. 

Page jr. The five Members received a fecret Notice of this 
intended Attion, whereby they got out of the Houfe juft be- 
fore the King came ^ otlierwiie, it was believed, that if the King 
had iound them there, and called in his Guards to have feized 
them. The Members of the Houfe would hive endeavoured 
the Defence of t he m, which, might have proved a very unhappy 
and fad Bufinefs, and fo*it did, notwithfta-nding that was 
vented. This fuduen Attioti befng the firll vifibie and apparent \ 
CJround of all our following Mifenes. 
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%. IV I. Dr. Sacheverell, in bis Sermon preached at St. PauPs 
on the Fifth of November, 1709. in Ordfr to Mackenzie Revo- 
lution, does talfly aiTert, in his Quarto Sermons, p. 11. and, in 
bis Octavo Sermon, p. 13. That, the King himfelffolevmly dif- 
elaim'd the leaft Imputation of Refiftance in hu Declaration \ and that, 
The Parliament declared \ That they fet the Crown on his Head, upon no 
other Title, but that of the Vacancy of the Throne, In order to un- 
deceive the World, I have here fet down the z$th Paragraph of 
the Prince's Declaration, viz. fVe do in the laft Place invite and re- 
quire all Perfons whatfoever, all the Peers of the Realm, both Spiritual 
and Temporal, all Lords, Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, and all 
Gentlemen, Citizens, and other Commons of all Ranks, to come and 
qffift vs, in order to the executing of this our Deftgn, againjl all fuch 
as Jball endeavour to oppofe w \ that fo ire may prevent aH thofe Mj- 
feries which muft needs follow upon the Nation's being kept under Ar- 
bitrary Government and Slavery ; and that all the Violences and Dif- 
■ orders which have y over turned the whole Confl'itution of the Englifli Go- 
vernment, may be fully redreffed in a free and legal Parliament. And 
theFalfityof the Doctor's other Aflertion, about the Vacancy 
bf the Throne, may be feen by the Vote of both Houfes of Par- 
liament, in Page $4 of this Book. 

See a little more of the Doctor's Sincerity, how he wrefts the 
Scripture to ferve his Purpofe, and infmuates that the Church is 
in Danger, notwithstanding both Houfes of Parliament bad voted 
it out of Danger, during the Lite of her Majefty.* In the 20th Page 
of his Oaavo Sermon, he faith, That the Prophet Elifha'x Servant, 
J did not fee his Mafter's Danger till his Eyes were of erf d by Miracle, and 
he found himfelf in the midft of Chariots and Horfes of Fire. W hereas 
'tis plain from the Text, 2. Kings vi. 15, 16, 17. that the Prophet's 
Servant was fitfficiently allarm'd at his Mailer's Danger, by an 
Army of Syrians, and could not be rid of his Fear, till his Eyes 
were open'd by Miracle to fee the Chariots and Horfes ot\ Fire, 
which Heaven had fent to defend him. With what Face can the 
Doctor complain of others for villanouuy dividing us with kna- 
vifh Diftinctions, when in his own Sermons, he abnfes all thofe 
who are not of his Way, both Church-men and Diiienters, by 
- calling them, Neutralifts in Religion, afecret Sort of referv'd uiiheijls^ 
wretched, empty, hypocritical Sof hirers \ impudent, bo ajlivg, felf con- 
ceited Enthujiajls ^ Scepticks, jly Saints, Gallio's, canting Fellows, In- 
cendiaries, Men of villanous and feditwus Principles; filthy Dreamers \ 
pjefumptuovs and felf-wWd Men., deffifers of Dominion and Govern- 
ment, a Brood of Vipers, Regicides, vifitiioui, treacherous and falfe- 
hearted Knaves, Pagan Beajls, nnhallow'd, hath f me ■ and deteft able 
'GueJls,fcandalous Trimmers, Innovators, headpong encroaching Mon- 
>Jlers,excentrickComets, growing Mifchiefs, infeliiow Piaguet, the worft 
of Damons, Conformifts in Profefjion, half Conformifts in Praftice, % and 
Nonc&formifts in Judgment \ and much more of the Doctor's 
, P-'IIingfgate I could quote, but for Brevity's fake, 1 omit. 

FINIS. 
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